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[10:07:47 AM] 

 

>> Mayor Adler: This is the Austin city council meeting. The time is 10:08. We're doing this meeting 

remotely and virtually. Let's see who is here real fast. Councilmember harper-madison, are you here?  

>> Harper-madison: Present.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is councilmember mayor pro tem Garza here?  

>> Garza: I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Is councilmember Renteria here?  

>> Renteria: Present.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Councilmember Casar?  

>> Casar: Here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember kitchen?  

>> Kitchen: I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember Flannigan?  

 

[10:08:49 AM] 

 

>> Flannigan: Here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember tovo?  



>> Tovo: I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: And councilmember alter.  

>> Alter: I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay, great. Before we go to the meeting, councilmember pool and I would like to 

recognize this is municipal clerks week and our clerk's office was awarded achievement award by 

municipal clerks association which is an incredible award, so congratulations not only for the work that 

earned you guys this but also for the special recognition. We know during this virus situation you are not 

only keeping the office running issuing permits but all the remote meetings of city council and boards. 

We're just real appreciative of the work and we want our clerk's office to be the  

 

[10:09:50 AM] 

 

best ever. Councilmember pool, do you want to join me?  

>> Pool: Thanks, mayor, yeah, thanks for those words. Jeanette, congratulations to you and your team. 

We really appreciate the work that you do always, but now more than ever. So please pass along our 

heart-felt congratulations on the achievement of excellence.  

>> Mayor Adler: All right, colleagues, generally speaking I'm going to start this meeting by doing the 

changes and corrections. After we've done the changes and corrections and indicate what's been pulled, 

then we're going to go to speakers. We have quite a number of speakers. 72 have signed up. The first 

dozen or so are going to need translation services and I'm going to  

 

[10:10:53 AM] 

 

call those first while we have the translator here. Then the mayor pro tem and I may trade off the chair 

while we're going through speakers. When we're done with the speakers, and by the way, we'll take a 

lunch break about noon if we need to with the speakers. But anyhow, after speakers and knowing we're 

going to take a lunch break about noon, we'll then come back and take a vote, a vote on the consent 

agenda. After the consent agenda is approved, we're going to take up item number 28, which is the 

Texas gas rates case because we have outside counsel with us on that. And then we will go back and do 

the pulled items and the non-consent items. There's only about a half dozen of those. We'll see how 

many get pulled. Zoning we'll start at 2:00 first by calling the speakers again, and then we'll do our 

zoning agenda and then we will end the day  

 

[10:11:55 AM] 

 



with going into executive session. All right. I'm going to begin by reading into the record the changes and 

corrections. Item number 8 is withdrawn and replaced by item number 50. Item number 20 is 

postponed to June 11th. Item number 23, I'm added as a co-sponsor. Item number 26 postponed until 

may 21st. Item number 29 is postponed until June 4th. Item number 62 has the added sponsor of 

councilmember Casar. And Austin housing finance corporation, item 3, the property is not meadow lake,  

 

[10:12:56 AM] 

 

it is persimmon 4.0 as meadow lake. We have three items I'm shown being pulled at this point and those 

three items are item number 16, pulled by councilmember Casar. Item number 22, pulled by the mayor 

pro tem Garza, and also councilmember Flannigan. And item number 56, which is pulled by 

councilmember Flannigan. It should be noted that we have late back items on 21, 22, 23, 26, 29, 36, 37, 

41, 42, 57, 60, 61, 63, and 64. I'm going to read into the record item number 21, which is board and 

commission nominations and waivers.  

 

[10:13:57 AM] 

 

There are two on the agenda. Arts, Nick Vandyke nominated by councilmember kitchen. And the esb, 

the -- the mexican-american culture center advisory board, Diana Gomez as nominated by 

councilmember Ellis. And approving a waiver of attendance requirement, section 2-1-26 of the city code 

on the environmental commission, Curtis Smith. And a waiver of those absences through today. All right. 

I think at this point I will have --  

>> Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: -- We would go into speakers. Colleagues?  

>> Tovo: Mayor, would you mind reading the late backup items again? I think we've gotten a few 

different emails but I need them all in one place.  

 

[10:14:57 AM] 

 

If you wouldn't mind reading the late backup items.  

>> Mayor Adler: 21, 22, 23, 26, 29, 36, 37, 41, 42, 57, 60, 61, 63, and 64.  

>> Tovo: Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. So we will now go straight into speakers so that --  

>> Mayor?  



>> Mayor Adler: Yes. Yes? Is that councilmember Flannigan?  

>> Flannigan: Yeah. I don't know if you have all the faces on the screens so you can tell whose hands are 

up. Also pulling items 54 and 61  

>> Mayor Adler: Also  

 

[10:15:59 AM] 

 

pulling 54 and 61.  

>> Flannigan: Yes, thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember Casar?  

>> Casar: Mayor, I'm happy to unpull 15 based on the conversation we had during work session with just 

a yes for the manager that you all will figure out how to work with contractors and frontline workers to 

make sure they are meeting the public health standards for those employees that we're trying to set up 

ourselves.  

>> Yes, councilmember, we're starting those councilmembers but that direction was given at work 

session. Thank you.  

>> Ellis: Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes, councilmember Ellis.  

>> Ellis: I also raised by hand. For item number 62, the clerk has sent out another revised version that 

we had done. It just added some language to make sure it wasn't  

 

[10:16:59 AM] 

 

conflicting with other programs that the transportation department is timely working on.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember tovo?  

>> Tovo: With regard to 15, I do have a question about that. It can be a very quick question, but I do 

have a question about the response to the question I asked through the Q and a. Shall I do that now, 

mayor, or would you prefer I just pull it and wait?  

>> Mayor Adler: Why don't you pull it and wait so we can get into the speakers so we can get through 

that part of the process. We'll keep 15 pulled and if you get a quick answer to your question we can 

unpull it then.  

>> Ellis: Thanks, I'll need to ask my question.  



>> Mayor Adler: Do you want to ask the question now?  

>> Tovo: So we had asked a question about the hiring freeze. You know, my concern, and I completely 

understand the need to extend it a year that we're not quite ready to bring those positions  

 

[10:18:01 AM] 

 

in-house, but it is a council policy now and it's one we worked hard to move toward so I would like to 

see that implemented as soon as possible. My concern is the answer we got through the Q and a is that 

building services, these would be building services employees and building services currently has a hiring 

freeze. So really I'm not sure if it's a question as much as a comment. I would hope even if there's a 

hiring freeze in one of the departments that would become the home department to those employees 

that we would still move forward with figuring out how to implement and execute that council policy to 

bring those positions in-house. So I'm fine with the extension for today, but I don't want eventual hiring 

freezes to prevent us from moving toward that in all due haste. Manager, is that direction or point more 

or less fair?  

>> Yeah, councilmember, the point is clear. These are also budget  

 

[10:19:02 AM] 

 

discussions that we'll be having over the course of time so I think I understand where you are coming 

from and we'll continue to talk to you and enterprise as we move forward with these decisions.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. I think based on that we could probably -- go ahead.  

>> Tovo: I mean that's -- again, I would just say we made a council decision and set a council policy. We 

have not jet seen it really implemented in the departments where it would make a meaningful 

difference. That should be a high priority.  

>> Mayor Adler: Understood. With that I think 15 stays on the consent agenda. Are we ready to hear 

from the public? Let's go ahead and call if we can the folks who will have translation made.  

 

[10:20:03 AM] 

 

First there's Juanita Hernandez. Is she here?  

>> Juanita is not here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. What about Carmen Vega?  



>> She is not on the line either.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. What about Mary Lou suppose tucio?  

>> She is not on the line either.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. What about athela Garcia?  

>> [Inaudible] Is here.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish] Yes, my name is athela  

 

[10:21:05 AM] 

 

Garcia.  

[Speaking in Spanish].  

>> [Speaking in Spanish] Continue.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Good morning, my name is athela Garcia.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: My call today is to ask for you to vote for the resolution 60.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: So that we will have more funds and they will be distributed to the rise fund.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: At this time the funds have been very helpful for the community.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

 

[10:22:08 AM] 

 

>> Translator: If it's time to -- if there's anything to help the community, it's right now. It's now.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: We can only do this if we can secure more funds from the organization rise.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I also hope those funds can help other families that are in need.  



>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: And I also would like for it to be given to the organization that's dependent families.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

 

[10:23:09 AM] 

 

>> Translator: That organization together with leadership has been able to release the funds or 

distribute the funds.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Able to distribute 1.5 million in only three days to the community.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: We were affected by covid-19.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish] France trance my.  

>> Translator: My family personally was affected.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: My husband and I were suspended from our jobs.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish].  

>> Translator: We are not working right now and we are a family of eight, we have  

 

[10:24:10 AM] 

 

six children.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: And thanks to the organization rise they were able to distribute the funds quickly.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: That they were able to help us because the funds were able to be distributed in only 72 

hours.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: And with those funds we were able to help out to be able to pay the rent of our home.  



>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: And I have a child that's in the university finishing his career.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: And I have son also helped [inaudible]  

 

[10:25:10 AM] 

 

He was needing.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I appreciate the funds that have been given and if they could release more funds to that 

organization.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: You can -- it would help a lot more families that are in the same situation that I am.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I appreciate it very much and the name of my family, the Garcia family, and have a great 

day.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great. Thank you very much. Next speaker.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Mayor Adler: Sorry? Jose Serano.  

 

[10:26:10 AM] 

 

I'm told only four of the speakers wanting translation services are with us. Is Jose Serano here? No? 

Okay. What about meriqun Medrano?  

>> Yes, my name is -- I'm here to share Mrs. Meroquinn's testimony. Here's what it is, a program 

coordinator if our Austin sanctuary network is asking her to share experience through grass roots 

leadership and how it compared to her experience with other organizations that received rise funds. 

And this is her testimony and it begins with her describing fiy. Quote, for me it was a wonderful thing 

because I never thought god would send so many angels around me. I'm so grateful and I don't know 

how to repay you all. It was incredible bus I didn't think they would help me so much.  

 

[10:27:11 AM] 



 

I had cried and felt so discouraged. The organizations I contacted didn't respond. When they didn't 

respond as all, I got one message and I responded but they never responded or followed up with me. 

With claudey at grass roots,er had called me and when I returned her call she got back to me quickly. It's 

wonderful for me. I didn't think it would go this way, but if I could help someone like this I would help 

them too. Even with all I've been through with my cancer I feel really supported. And I had called all the 

numbers of the organizations you sent me, left a message and nothing. Heard nothing.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great. Gracias. Thank you. Next speaker is Karina  

 

[10:28:15 AM] 

 

Martinez. What about Bernice Hernandez Rios? What about dario pi no-co? Miriam Inez.  

>> I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great.  

>> Gd morning. My name is Miriam and I'm a member of [indiscernible] Grass roots leadership. I'm 

calling to support resolution 60 so more funds can be given to the fund  

 

[10:29:18 AM] 

 

rise. Making sure rise gets more funds so they can keep helping families. I was told and I'm a single 

mother of three kids and I was laid off two months ago from my job due to covid-19. I didn't know, I 

wasn't sure how I was going to make, you know, the money to pay my rent and my car payment. I have 

to take my children to the hospital. My little one has a kidney obstruction and he has to be seen by a 

specialist every week. So I was having a hard time. I applied for the -- for the help with [indiscernible] 

But they never got back to me due to me not having a way to -- to show them where I live due to that I 

rent a room right now. I had to move out of an apartment that I was renting  

 

[10:30:21 AM] 

 

because it was way expensive. So right now I got help with within 72 hours of doing the application, and 

this organization together with other allies of the community like grass roots leadership gave $1.5 

million in only 72 hours. So it's demonstrating how effective and good this organization is. I also want to 

make sure that they get funds for the independent family initiative. I applied over the phone and, like I 

said, within 72 hours I had my help. So I would really appreciate  



 

[10:31:24 AM] 

 

this money go to rise organization so that they can keep helping other families because I know there's a 

lot of people that it's in my situation too, like they just don't have a way to show people where they live, 

they don't have a bill under their name so it's really hard to get the help and this organization made it 

easy for me and I was really struggling to paramedic I my bills, my -- pay my bills and pay my car 

payment and other necessity for my kids. Thank you very much and I hope something is through this 

organization so all the families can get the help.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you very much. Thank you.  

>> Thank you.  

>> Britany Lynn figora? What about Ernestina Avila?  

 

[10:32:31 AM] 

 

>> I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. You can go ahead.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I'm a member of grass roots leadership.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Austin? Outside of Austin.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I'm calling to ask council to please vote for resolution 60.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

 

[10:33:32 AM] 

 

>> Translator: So more funds can be destined to the rise foundation.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: We're asking for the help to be now.  



>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Able to secure more funds for rise.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Funds that have been given to rise.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: FYI to the independent families initiative.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Now that they are integrated with grass roots leadership.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

 

[10:34:34 AM] 

 

>> Translator: A lot of money. In less than 72 hours.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: To families that have been affected by covid-19.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Which demonstrates that a lot of people are in need of these funds.  

>> Hi, this is [inaudible] This morning. I'm good. How are you?  

>> Mayor Adler: Excuse me, could you please mute your phone?  

>> I should be --  

>> Mayor Adler: Would you please mute your phone? Will the speaker please continue.  

>> Yeah, sorry. Thank you.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I'm one of the many people affected.  

 

[10:35:35 AM] 

 

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: My husband lost his job.  



>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: More than a month.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: The organization has helped me.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: To have the money to pay my bills.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: And the last payment to the university for my daughter.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: I appreciate it.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: Thanks to you the funds have been able to help us.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: We are people that cannot receive help from anywhere else.  

 

[10:36:37 AM] 

 

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: For me and my family it was very nice.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: That there's organizations that will help the community.  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Translator: All I have to say, thank you so much for your attention. Have a good day.  

>> Mayor Adler: Would you see if [inaudible] 1 on is on the call?  

>> [Speaking in Spanish]  

>> Mayor Adler: What is the name?  

>> That might be everybody,  

 

[10:37:38 AM] 



 

you think.  

>> Mayor, that includes all the Spanish speakers. Q.great. Thank you. We'll continue on then with Phillip 

Everett. Kaitlin wittington.  

>> Yes, hello. Yeah, hi. Mayor, mayor pro tem, members of the council, can you hear me okay?  

>> Mayor Adler: We can. Go ahead.  

>> Thank you for your time today. My name is Cal wittington  

[inaudible] For the performing arts. It's good to hear your voices and see your smiling faces. I just 

wanted to reach out and voice my support and encouragement for expediency for item number 23.  

 

[10:38:39 AM] 

 

I commend councilmember Flannigan and the co-sponsors and continued efforts to find resources for 

Austin's non-profits and small businesses. As we at the long center continue to weather this storm with 

sights on the horizon, we're working towards being continued good stewards of this world class 

community asset for the city of Austin and all austinites. We're continuing to maintain our staff focus on 

efforts for recovery and our response to these difficult times. So like many other venues and non-profits, 

this is compounded by an in ability to post events for the foreseeable future. At the end of the day it will 

require resources in order to ensure the long-term success of and the ability to adapt to the current 

environment. Such resources are needed to ensure the ability that we can open our doors when able to 

do so and to open them safely based on the needs of  

 

[10:39:42 AM] 

 

the environment and safe operating activity. So at that I just wanted to say that I'm grateful for council 

and their continued leadership and for helping to find funding during these difficult times for non-profit 

and commercial organizations. Thank you all very much.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great. Thank you. Next speaker is Bob hamricks.  

>> I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead.  

>> Mayor, council. Thank you. Mayor, councilmembers, thank you for letting us speak an example of 

democracy in action. I'm on the Sierra club executive he committee and co-chair of the climate change 

committee. Currently our global temperature is one degree celsius above historical levels yet the planet 

is seeing record wild fives from Australia to California to the arctic circle. Intensity of hurricanes and  



 

[10:40:43 AM] 

 

typhoons never seen before. Storms with record tornadoes and rainfall, flooding events, killer heat 

waves, spread of tropical diseases, widespread droughts, sea level rise and more. The current trend 

shows us steadily rising and reaching 2 degrees celsius. What tipping points built into our planetary 

systems to keep the planet warming. Climate scientists have been telling us for decades our course of 

global warming would lead to extreme climate events. These events and started and it will get worse. 

It's time to join other cities in developing plans to deal with them before they happen. Extreme weather 

events have hit and will continue to cause suffering in Austin. It will affect everyone but especially the 

most disadvantaged. The economically challenged, homeless and people in our jails and others. Austin 

has already seen 200-year floods hit the same area in 12 months. We've seen a heat wave with  

 

[10:41:46 AM] 

 

about 70 100 plus degree days. Storms that take out our electricity. We need to plan for these and other 

events likely to strike who knows when. We need plans to take care of all austinites. Here's the Sierra 

club's official statement sent to all of you last week. Supports the resolution to develop a 

comprehensive community resilience plan with funding for an officer and staff. We have seen all too 

clearly at the national level the cost of not having an all-out plan for the disasters that may strike. We 

applaud the involvement of a broad base of communities in the agencies in developing this plan, 

extreme events can devastate any part of our community. We especially improve the involvement of the 

equity office and extreme climate events tend to hurt the most vulnerable populations most.  

 

[10:42:46 AM] 

 

The Sierra club will provide infrastructure and support for the plan. Thank you very much.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Thank you. Is Janice Bookout here?  

>> Yes, I am. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Three minutes. Go ahead.  

>> Thank you. I'm the director of Earth day Austin and most recently organizer -- co-organizer of 

community resilience trust. First of all I just want to acknowledge I can't speak on behalf of the entire 

body that is community resilience trust. I'm here to generally share the views of the members of the 

trust. I just wanted to say, first of all, to echo the concerns about climate change and its impacts. The 

impacts of climate change disproportionately impact people of color and that is any disaster including 

the pandemic  



 

[10:43:49 AM] 

 

disproportionately impacts people of color. As most of the people in the group, we've been having this 

discussion most of the week. We support item 22 with caution and would -- and applaud the revision of 

the 23. In both cases we're concerned about process and we would like the equity office to give 

oversight to both to manage, you know, to support the management of the funding and distribution of 

the funding. And also to support and oversee the community resilience officer. Mostly because the 

community resilience -- community resilience equity is at the center of that. You can't have resilience 

without equity and you can't have without representation of multiple communities. In general funding 

during  

 

[10:44:50 AM] 

 

disasters, the smallest organizations and especially those existing less than three years and those who 

serve our communities of color historically and persistently receive the least support. So we applaud the 

change in the 5013c. We do recommend the language about the administration that it go through a 

bank, a bcl, sorry. We do support both. Thank you very much. And I yield the rest of my time to Fatima 

Mann when she speaks.  

>> Mayor Adler: You can't yield your time, but it was good to have you speak.  

>> Okay. Thank you. I did not realize that.  

>> Mayor Adler: That's okay. That's okay. Is Ms. Mann here?  

>> I hope you all are drinking water and taking  

 

[10:45:51 AM] 

 

care of yourself. I am here.  

>> Mayor Adler: You have threw -- three minutes.  

>> I am the director of community advocacy and human project. And I am a member of the community 

resilience trust collective and so I just wanted to echo what Janice was saying about item 22 regarding 

the community resilience manager position. I do believe this is a great idea. I think the [inaudible] It 

should definitely be a position under the equity office in which the equity office will then be stronger 

and having a say in what that position looks like, what training that person should have. That individual 

would be guaranteed to have anti-racist claims and be able to establish how systemic racism plays a role 

in environmental justice and doing that work as well as working with the chief equity -- the chief officer  



 

[10:46:52 AM] 

 

of sustainability. The idea of having this position is needed. It should be under the equity office. The 

equity office needs to be what it was created to be and be able to be the administration of all things that 

deal with equity, and so that should definitely be under that office. Then I would also add for item 23 

and this funding, this funding should also go through the equity office so that organizations aren't 

receiving various funding that haven't worked with communities that are vulnerable to systemic racism, 

that don't know what it's like to marginalized communities. There should be something. It was in this 

[inaudible] For organizations that are administering funds and/or doing resources and services to have 

to prove that they've been working with under served communities and working from an equitable  

 

[10:47:52 AM] 

 

anti-racist lens and we shouldn't be just giving people money and there should also be a process that 

honors people's lived experiences and not just how long the 5013c has been a 5013c because people 

don't always start 5013cs but have been working in the communities for five years. And would also just 

like to invite us to consider churches that have a budget less than $50,000 that are 5013cs and have 

been working to service communities in need during covid times. We just need to be more mindful 

about making sure equity is at the center of this and if we're talking utilizing equity that the equity office 

be the office that we go to as community members actually trust the equity office out of all of the 

departments that the city has to offer. It's the one office that community members show up for and that 

should be taken  

 

[10:48:54 AM] 

 

very seriously. And when considering --  

[buzzer sounding]  

-- Providing different things. Thank you so much.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. The next speaker is Jody Hopkins. Is Jody Hopkins here?  

>> Yes, thank you so much for the opportunity to speak. My name is Jody hop continues and I'm here to 

speak in support of item 23. I'm the executive director of the Texas association charitable clinics I'm here 

representing one voice central Texas. One voice is a coalition of over 80 leaders from health and human 

services organizations. We represent a network that works every day with individuals and families to 

help them access health care, housing, basic needs.  



[Inaudible] Our community these non-profits and the clients we serve immediately  

 

[10:49:54 AM] 

 

begin to feel the affects -- I want to express our appreciation for all the work already been done by 

Austin city council to address this crisis. I'm proud to come here today with many of my colleagues to 

express one voice central Texas' full support for agenda item 23, proposed non-profit and civic health 

relief fund known as anchor. The crucial need for Austin non-profits cannot be disputed. They are truly 

on the front lines of this pandemic response providing food, shelter, medical assistance and countless 

other services to our community. Even though these non-profits have track records and some of them 

long track records of success, this pandemic has also been devastating for them. Our fundraisers have 

been canceled, our individual donations are down, and it's creating a significant void in funding. These 

non-profits will be needed more than ever and their client base will increase, their funding base is 

shrinking. This will put programming at  

 

[10:50:55 AM] 

 

risk and in some cases already has. I think assistance to provide rapid funding for non-profits is needed 

to help these organizations survive and maintain operations and all of which ultimately helps protect the 

health and welfare of our community. The anchor fund can be just such a system and so again I want to 

express support of this program on behalf of one voice central Texas and I like everyone else am very 

appreciative of the opportunity to speak before you today. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Cody Cowan here?  

>> Yes, sir. Mayor, mayor pro tem, council, Saldana you layingss. Cody Cowan. Live music in Austin is 

dead.  

 

[10:51:58 AM] 

 

Survey data collected from Austin's live music venues indicate live music venues have only 30 days of 

operational savings. Convenient use were the first to go and will be the last to show. Early data from our 

national organization, national independent venue alliance, with a membership of almost 2,000 live 

music venues similarly indicates that if venues remain closed to 2020 we expect a 90% loss nationally. 

While our community fully supports all efforts to prevent loss of life and pandemic spread, we must also 

recognize that the future of music and employment in the music industry like other service industry 

work utterly depends on robust disaster relief funding. Based on survey data for Austin's venues basic 

costs like rent, utilities, minimal staff, we've estimated that require 2 million per month closed  



 

[10:52:59 AM] 

 

to sustain the current 53 live music venues in Austin. Similarly sxsw, Austin's flagship festival, provides 

more accounting for 12 to 60% of annual income making it the largest single contributory the music 

economy venues and workers. The council would like live music to return at a safe later date. I edger 

you to support -- urge you to support item 23 sponsored by Flannigan, alter and harper-madison and 

Paige. For live music venues in sxsw. The future of live music for the cultural tourism economy rests on 

your actions. Fortune favors the bold. Now is the time to invest in the future of live music in Austin. 

Thank you for your leadership in these hard times and may peace be upon you.  

 

[10:54:00 AM] 

 

Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is magge Vasquez here?  

>> Yes. Thank you, mayor, council.  

>> Mayor Adler: You have three minutes.  

>> Good morning, I'm magge Vasquez, CEO -- focused on building the capacity of the non-profit sector 

by supporting non-profit leaders, strengthening delivery of services and backboning collective impact 

work among non-profits. Today we support item 23, the anchor fund resolution, to develop and deploy 

rapid funds to support the sustainability and service delivery of non-profits as they respond to the covid-

19 crisis. Mission capital recently conducted a survey with over a dozen community partners. We had 

close to 500 non-profits who responded and clamored for flexible operating funds to continue  

 

[10:55:00 AM] 

 

serving community members. In normal times non-profit organizations play a crucial role in the 

community infrastructure of certainly services and our -- social services and safety net. In covid-19 times 

we're seeing demands for non-profit services dramatically spike while their financial ability to maintain 

service operations is being severely compromised. Our non-profit organizations are in desperate need of 

additional rapid response funds to sustain their important work now and especially over the next several 

months. As we all prepare for the recovery phase of covid-19. In terms of equity, by now many of us 

have seen the national and regional and city data showing the disproportionate impacts of covid-19 on 

communities of color. A key data finding from the non-profit poll survey highlighted without 

intervention covid-19 will  



 

[10:56:02 AM] 

 

exacerbate historic and systemic in equities. And mission capital we're focused on advancing equity and 

opportunity in central Texas through the work of non-profit leaders, organizations and their diverse 

community networks. And so mission capital supports the anchor resolution and we also recognize the 

importance of prioritizing equitable access to fund resources as they are designed and deployed. So 

echoing some of our community partners who you just heard, we encourage city staff to center equity 

and diverse community collaborative processes in the criteria for evaluating proposals. And so again we 

thank you for your time and for your leadership today in securing urgent funding for our non-profit 

safety net in central Texas via this anchor fund. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay,  

 

[10:57:02 AM] 

 

thank you. Is David Smith here?  

>> Yes, thank you, mayor. Thank you, city council members, thank you for your leadership and the 

opportunity to speak today. I'm honored to serve as CEO United Way of greater Austin and in support of 

resolution 23 and this eye cyst is exposing has been with us for generations. From our data at 211, we're 

more than a third of the people calling in the last month on first-time callers. From our relationships 

with our partner organizations and from the proposals we receive for the first phase of distribution at 

the altogether atx fund, with he know our community is seeing the highest need we've ever seen. So we 

have a new term that  
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overnight has become part of our vernacular, essential workers. And I would include the non-profit 

ecosystems. So many are working hard to make sure our neighbors don't fall through the cracks. Thank 

you for your foresight and support of this non-profit ecosystem and appreciate your support for 

resolution 23. Thank you  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you, Mr. Smith. Is Amanda macino here?  

>> Yes, hello, thank you. Mayor, mayor pro tem, councilmembers, for your time. My name is Amanda 

macino. I'm on the biology faculty at huston-tillotson and I'm the Ed of the Austin community data 

coalition. I'm also a member of the community resilience trust, which is a collective of local 

organizations and individuals who are working to ensure an equitable and  
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effective response to the covid pandemic here in Austin. I do want to say I'm not speaking visual on 

behalf of any of these organizations, but I am reflecting the voices I hear from and work with in those 

spaces. You already heard from Janis Bookout and Bettina. And like them I am here to express qualified 

support for item 23 and the creation of the anchor fund. It is incredibly encouraging to see such strong 

support for Austin non-profits, so many of whom do vital work, much of it directed at our most 

vulnerable residents. I'm pleased to see the most recent revision of the resolution has removed the 

requirement that recipient org non-profits be established for three years. There was significant concern, 

especially among our crt members, that this requirement would preference larger non-profits at the  

 

[11:00:03 AM] 

 

expense of smaller grassrts groups and this is a pattern that we've seen many, many times for decades 

here in Austin, and it magnifies those inequities that we see in our population. It widens the gap in our 

stratification. So it is excellent to see it removed in a way that should make the program more accessible 

to some of these smaller organizations. It was also good to see a listing of [indiscernible] Look at 

organizations should be collect from the recipient non-profit, what would they have to submit to be 

applied to the program. And so that was also good guidance. The resolution stops short, though, of 

indicating that equity should be evaluated when making these awards. And I think you heard it already a 

few times. I'm just going to reiterate that needs tore mob explicit. There's a mention of equity  

 

[11:01:05 AM] 

 

being in like a return on investment tools, kind of a reporting. It needs to be stronger. There needs to be 

language about equity that's being reported by the applicant organizations and more guidance from the 

equity office on how that is going to be evaluated before awards are made, when they're made and 

during the program being run. And transparency is an issue that runs into this spectrum of non-profit 

work.  

[Buzzer sounds] Along with those criteria for applicant orgs there needs to be a commitment to being 

transparent about your equity practices.  

[Buzzer sounds]  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Okay, the next speaker is corrie baker. Is corrie baker here?  

>> Yes, thank you, mayor  



 

[11:02:06 AM] 

 

Adler, mayor pro tem Garza and members of the council. I'm corrie baker, CEO of the long center. As 

leader of a non-profit struggling to survive the impact of covid-19 and echoing what others have said, 

I'm calling in support of item number 23 and to thank councilmembers Flannigan, alter, harper-madison 

and Ellis for sponsoring this initiative. And their efforts to include the non-profit community in relief 

conversations. The long center will suffer substantial financial impact because of the ability to gather in 

large groups, but our fund-raising efforts will also be severely challenged due to the economic 

downturn. We will need help to get through in crisis and appreciate this council's understanding that it 

will be critical for our organization to survive as a non-profit sector will be vital in the recovery efforts 

for our entire community. Therefore we support item number 23 and the creation of the anchor fund 

and are grateful for your vision and support. Thank you so much.  

 

[11:03:10 AM] 

 

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Paul Robbins here?  

>> I am.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council, I'm Paul Robbins, I'm an environmental activist and consumer advocate. I 

usually speak for myself, but today I speak on behalf of nine organizations that have sent you a letter. In 

unison these organizations oppose the record 22% residential rate increase proposed by Texas gas 

service. The signers of this letter include Martha Carlton with the action group 350 Austin. David foster 

with clean water action. Leslie Libby with solar Austin. Bruce Melton with climate action now initiative. 

Patrick Murphy with the Austin group of the Sierra club. Jeannie Nelson from the Austin tenants' 

council. Cyrus reed with the lone  

 

[11:04:11 AM] 

 

star chapter of the Sierra club. Robin Schneider from the Texas campaign for the environment. And 

kieba white with public citizen of Texas. As well as opposing the 22% residential rate increase these 

organizations propose four solutions to lower rates, provide bill assistance to low income customers and 

encourage conservation and renewable energy. First, advocates ask for half after million dollars in 

addition to charitable contributions for low income bill assistance. Last year the city of Austin provided 

$60 million in rate relief, but Texas gas service only provided a paltry $78,000. In this pandemic 

recession this is grossly inadequate. Second, we asked for a restructure of residential  



 

[11:05:11 AM] 

 

rates. Texas gas service has regressive rates. The more you use, the less you pay per unit. This 

discourages conservation and hurts low income customers. Cutting monthly fees in half and placing a 

premium on high consumers will help solve this problem. Third, advocates ask for a sir charge to 

research technologies to replace fossil fuels in gas utilities. Austin energy plans to be carbon free by 

2035, but the gas utility uses no renewable energy at all. This needs to change. And fourth, we ask that 

Texas gas service charge full capital recovery fees so that existing customers do not subsidize new 

customers. This policy led to rate decreases by Austin energy and Austin water. Thank you for your 

attention, council.  

 

[11:06:12 AM] 

 

Please refer to charts that I've sent you as backup material on rates.  

[Buzzer sounds] And I can take questions now or at a hearing --  

[buzzer sounds]  

-- If you want to direct them to me.  

>> Mayor Adler: All right, Paul. Thank you. Is Cyrus reed here.  

>> I am, mayor. Can you guys hear me?  

>> Mayor Adler: We can. Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> Okay. Thank you so much. This is Cyrus reed with the lone star chapter of the Sierra club. I'm also 

authorized to speak on behalf of the Austin group of the Sierra club which their executive committee did 

pass a resolution both opposing the proposal to increase gas rates by 22 to 35%, if those numbers are 

correct, which I think they are, and to advocate for some common sense changes to their proposal. And 

so really I'm here to  

 

[11:07:15 AM] 

 

ask you, this I think your staff has already recommended, please reject this proposal, which is very short 

sighted. And also, if you can, take our recommendation and ask staff as they negotiate with all the cities 

that would be impacted by Texas gas service rates to consider those ideas. I think in addition to the one 

of really  



[indiscernible] Up their customer assistance program, I think the most important are to create a rate 

structure that actually encourages conservation of gas and so folks use less gas have less environmental 

impacts, but also to research ways in which we can move beyond the traditional gas or methane and 

move into gas which is less deadly for our climate and for folks who breathe the impacts of gas or suffer  

 

[11:08:17 AM] 

 

the impacts of the wide use of water, which is used in the production of gas. And there are a lot of this 

research is just beginning, but there are some policy developments and things like hydrogen gas and 

pollution using hydrogen gas. They're not ready for full implementation right now, but we should start 

that research if we're truly to become a city that's going to be zero carbon, we're going to need to move 

away from gas and we should start that process now. But we should also have a rate structure that helps 

people most in need and helps people conserve their use of their resource. So with that I'm happy to 

answer any questions and that's all I've got.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Next speaker is Monica Guzman. Is Monica here?  

>> Yes, I am, thank you, mayor.  

 

[11:09:22 AM] 

 

Good morning, I'm Monica Guzman, policy director for  

[indiscernible], speaking on items 22, 58 and 60. Item 22, please prioritize the resilience resolution. 

We've learned a lot from community resilience work in southeast Austin. It is critical for departments to 

work together and to prioritize equitable investments so that as a city we anticipate, prepare and 

respond equitably and responsibly to climate shocks and stressors as well as the other public health 

crisis like the one we are all enduring right now. We have to be ready for the next flood event, for 

example, knowing it could come during the covid-19 pandemic. Item 58, thank you for supporting 

families. Specifically the parents and caretakers from Austin other schools and thank you for supporting 

Austin ISD. Item 60, with the use of the cash assistance platform and the trusted network relationships 

of gave and all of our partners, we were able to support 90  

 

[11:10:24 AM] 

 

households, 90, in 72 hours. Rapid direct cash assistance was possible only because of these 

relationships. Cash assistance helps keep someone from skipping meals or medicine. It helps keep things 

moving forward T residents receiving cash assistance are able to pay rent and basic living expenses. 

Spend money that helps small businesses. It also enables gave to do organizing work around help. We 



think the best use of financial relief funding we have ever seen is the $2 million that went to the equity 

office. Specifically because it reached people that it otherwise might not have. I'd like to share a resident 

quote. Quote, this has benefited me and my family in several ways. For one, keeping a roof over our 

heads. Keeping the lights and water on under that roof. Most of the financial relief is being used to catch 

up on overdue bills. I am personally benefiting as I will be using some of the funds to help me pay for my 

medicine for anxiety, sleeping and depression.  

 

[11:11:25 AM] 

 

Last but not least, we are benefiting by keeping our mental health stable and keeping the stress level 

manageable. That's from Juan in east Austin. In closing, I ask the mayor and council to invest in Austin's 

eastern crescent. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Next speaker is Zenobia Joseph.  

>> Is Zenobia with us? No? What about Cynthia Vasquez?  

>> Yes, I'm here, thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead.  

>> My name is Cynthia Vasquez and I'm a school organizer for gave, go Austin [indiscernible]. And I 

would just like to start with a quote from Brian Stephenson who is the founder and executive director 

for the equal  

 

[11:12:26 AM] 

 

justice department. Actually, it's a few sentences long. My work with the poor and incarcerated has 

persuaded me that the opposite of poverty is not wealth. The opposite of poverty is justice. Finally, I've 

come to believe that the true measure of our commitment to justice, the character of our society, our 

commitment to the rule of law, fairness and equality, cannot be measured by how we treat the rich, the 

powerful, the privileged and respected among us. The true measure of our character is how we treat the 

poor, the disfavored, the accused, the incarcerated and condemned. So on that note I'm here to speak 

on item number 60 specifically regarding the budget resolution for Fedel and state funding. And over 

the last two weeks I've continued to connect  

 

[11:13:26 AM] 

 

with families and staff at our title I schools across 78744, 78745 and areas of north Austin. Parents who 

once may have said I'm okay four weeks ago now find themselves in less optimistic situations. A few 



stories I've heard are 1,200-dollar rent for some of our single parents, job losses from companies after 

15 to 20 years of service. And formerly incarcerated parents facing dire housing issues. And some of our 

children are facing crimes of poverty like stealing because there is no money. So I'm asking you all to 

continue your work and approval on cash distributions and direct cash assistance for some of our 

hardest hit families may  

 

[11:14:27 AM] 

 

some of the most vulnerable communities. I'm specifically asking you to allocate the entire $150 million 

to rise funding so we can continue to strengthen our community. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Ivan nari here? Ivana nari here.  

>> Mayor, this is Zenobia Joseph. You called me earlier.  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes. Why don't you go ahead.  

>> Thank you, mayor, councilmembers. Mayor, I have a technical question. I signed up for citizens 

communication and a number of agenda items. Is that three minutes for citizens communication and 

agenda items?  

>> Yes.  

>> Do you have the list of items before you that I signed up for?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes. 44, 45, 46, 47, 52, 53, 57, 58t59 and 60.  

 

[11:15:29 AM] 

 

>> Thank you. My comments are specifically related to the language in number 60, which is the direction 

to the city manager as it relates to the federal and state funding. I just wanted to refer back to your April 

7, 2020 work session minutes. Mr. Ed van eenoo, your deputy chief financial officer, mentioned your 

148-million-dollars in general fund reserves. He also mentioned, mayor, there are items on the agenda 

and items that are expected to be used as related to covid-19 relief. And then he specifically referenced 

approximately 75% reimbursement for disaster relief. I want you to recognize that in the backup 

materials as it relates to the rise funding, you have language that specifies immigrants. And they are not 

eligible for funding from the cares act. So to the extent that you're going to rely on Mr. Van eenoo's 

briefing this week as well as the briefing on  

 

[11:16:32 AM] 

 



April 7th, then that language should be stricken and you should work with United Way and other 

organizations through the local funds to meet the needs of the immigrant community. Specifically I want 

to call your attention to number 47, which is the Asian family support services one million dollars and 

also the 44, which is for the Austin area urban league. What I want you to recognize is that from a data 

driven perspective, the African-Americans are the ones that are suffering from covid-19, not the Asians. 

In Austin it's specifically about 10% African-Americans, eight percent Asian. But what I want you to 

understand is they earn the highest income in Austin, approximately $101,000 compared to 50,000 for 

African-Americans. But they've received $1 million, twice as much, as the organization that historically 

serves the black people and other organizations that are in partnership with them. I want you to 

understand too that there is a little bit of confusion online. The family Independence  

 

[11:17:34 AM] 

 

initiative had a document that specified these funds would not be released until the week of may 4th. 

However as you heard from gave and as I heard on Tuesday the fifth of may, Cinco de mayo, when I 

listened to the Travis county commissioners' court, those funds had in fact been disbursed. As a matter 

of fact, greater mount Zion received these funds and on their website Facebook page it says they are out 

of funds April 30th. So there is a disconnect and a lack of transparency. I did copy you on an open 

records request that I submitted this morning and I did copy the congressman as I mentioned I would. 

So congressman Michael Mccaul. And I also sent this to the family Independence initiative. I would ask 

you, mayor, so transparently list all 30 organizations that are receiving the funds and exactly what's 

being given. I want you to understand that the Asian organization pays car payments, smartphone with 

plan and chrome books, but when it comes to the African-American, the urban league, it says dependent 

caregiver services as one of the extra things that they  

 

[11:18:35 AM] 

 

pay in addition to utilities.  

[Buzzer sounds] So I would just ask you to close to --  

[buzzer sounds] To be succinct and also ensure that all the organizations are fair and not to have catholic 

charities, for example, give $5,000 and only 1200 for individuals. It's just not equitable. But -- this is my 

last comment. You do have a good model -- I can't even get it out. Councilmember Casar, as it relates to 

the rent cis sense was transparent and it has -- that it's not asking for status or anything, but it's 

transparent and that was not the case.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you.  

>> With the rise funds. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember Flannigan, your hand is raised? >>  



>> Flannigan: Yeah. I wanted to add that another component of item 23, Ms. Joseph, is a public 

dashboard so that all of that data will be transparent and published in as realtime as we can.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great, thank you. We'll continue moving forward. I'm going to ask again is ivani nari 

here?  

 

[11:19:39 AM] 

 

Maybe you are muted. You need to press *6. What about Alicia torres?  

>> Alicia torres.  

>> I'm here, Alicia torres is here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> My name is Alicia torres. I am a member of  

[indiscernible] And I'm calling to ask city council to vote yes on item 60. However, I also want to ensure 

that the spending framework that is asked for in this is done through an equity lens with over $170 

million coming into the city for covid-19 response. It is the city council's responsibility to ensure that 

those funds reach the people that most need them and in a fast and efficient form. This item also calls 

for some of the money to be  

 

[11:20:40 AM] 

 

allocated to the rise fund and I ask that a large percentage are awarded to it. I also ask that some of the 

language needs to be structured different as I asked that council consider reaching out to folks that work 

directly with -- directly impact the communities to ensure that Austin's most vulnerable communities 

will be able to access this fund. Or any of the funds that get trickled down to local funds via this money. I 

also want to speak to city council and ask that please, for city council to please consider the remaining 

funds available in the rise fund, which I believe should be anywhere -- I think about five million dollars. 

And that they be energy its entirety awarded to family Independence initiative. The reason being that 

they have efficiently  

 

[11:21:41 AM] 

 

demonstrated the initiative of providing direct ash aid via cash transfers to family is not only a successful 

initiative, but it's also efficient. The proof is that as one of the partner organizations, grassroots, 

received some -- some of the money and in less than 72 hours we were able to help over 50 families. 



One of those families that I want to highlight is one of our members who was picked up in a collateral 

risk after ice showed up at a local apartment to look -- looking for somebody else. She was a single 

mother of one. We harked hard he on he owe worked hard to get her release from ice and came back 

and because she works in the food service industry, in the cleaning industry, she saw her hours be cut 

down to half. Upon going through the application process and, you  

 

[11:22:42 AM] 

 

know, in -- this is someone that we've been building a relationship with, you know, in 72 hours she was 

able to receive help that helped her pay rent, that helped her provide for her child, but most 

importantly something that she mentioned, you know, and I'll share a quote, is that she shared with me.  

[Buzzer sounds] This will help me pay my rent and phone bill. My job hours are cut in half and I've only 

been able to pay [indiscernible]. I've had a lot of anxiety and now I'm able to breathe a little better. To 

close off this is the kind of help that we're trying to amplify for larger community and I ask that the 

remaining balance be awarded to fi so it can be replicated at a larger level  

[indiscernible].  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Rosa Francis here?  

>> Yes, I'm sorry.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead.  

>> Okay. Good morning, my name is  
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disdain I'm a constituent of district 3, a teacher and I also group up in Austin. We work with faith based 

communities all over Austin with immigrants who face deportation or the immigration system in some 

other way. Many immigrant members come to the program and tell us that they lost their jobs or had 

hours severely reduced. And folks requested food assistance and then expressed a lot of worry about 

making rent on may 1st. As soon as the rise funds were allocated to the four non-profit operations, our 

coordinators were in touch with every family we knew qualified, which was about 20 families. So when 

we tried calling we noticed the lines were busy and immigrant members told us the same. However, we 

continually encouraged families to keep calling everyday, especially in the mornings or evenings to get 

through. Our members did that, but as the rent due date came up, not one member had gotten a 

response to set up an appointment.  

 

[11:24:42 AM] 



 

The vast majority had gotten no response at all and the vast majority had gotten an email saying they 

would be followed up with, but it takes time due to overwhelming call volume. So this date no families 

have actually been followed up with for appointments with those four organizations that were given rise 

funds and this is not to speak ill of these organizations. We understand this is a crisis and they are 

completely overwhelmed, however families in crisis need to have access to quick, efficient options to 

get the relief they need. And this is why for item 60 I would like to support that item and would also like 

to see all of the remaining rise funds allocated to fii. We were able to support families with small 

donations and letters to landlords asking for rent reductions, but it wasn't until staff at grassroots 

leadership who had been given fii funds who knew that we were in touch with impacted immigrant 

families reached out. And then the folks in our programs started getting real relief. The stress and fear 

melted away to joy for the handful of families in our program  

 

[11:25:43 AM] 

 

that grassroots leadership had code for through fii. And the families let us know they had a great 

supportive experience completing the application and they did get a deposit very soon. This is what the 

immigrant families need and conserve deserve right now. And I'm also aware that some non-profit 

organizations, when folks need to apply for the rise funds, may ask for documents that families really 

have trouble accessing, such as letters from employers saying that they lost their job due to covid-19. Fii 

does not have such buyeriers and these funds need to be accessible so families don't have to 

unnecessarily wait to receive the help they need. I'm also aware that some non-profits had discretion in 

how much funds to distribute to each family and are distributing H.E.B. Cards and other non-cash 

assistance. So I can tell that you immigrant families we know are completely aware of their expenses 

and what they need --  

[buzzer sounds] So it's much less stressful  

 

[11:26:45 AM] 

 

to receive direct cash assistance.  

[Buzzer sounds] This is a really important alternative so I ask you to allocate the largest amount of funds 

possible to fii. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you very much. Is David Rodriguez here?  

>> Yeah.  

>> Go ahead, you have three minutes.  



>> I just have one question and a short comment so I'll make it quick. I'm an Austin native and a business 

owner here in Austin. We provide nursing, triage services across the country so we're kind of right in the 

middle of this whole covid response. My comment and questions are regarding what the city is doing to 

effectively hold retail and hospitality businesses in Austin accountable for the safety of the customers 

during and after the pandemic? What we're seeing is that our city is just putting their trust in the 

businesses to protect and screen, but not to track and notify. So when there's a potential  

 

[11:27:46 AM] 

 

exposure, how do we as citizens of Austin feel safe, and as we've heard time and time again people want 

to get back to normal. The majority of us want to do it, bundle if we feel safe without compromising our 

phi or civil liberties. If we don't put a program in place to help make people feel safe, just opening 

businesses will be a non-starter. Ultimately this will end up with more infection and more damage to our 

local economy. How has the council and the mayor been evaluating any and all technology, non-

technology solutions since the state task force has only put measures in place that mandate when 

businesses can open and occupancy rates, but nothing about monitoring potential exposure. How are 

we working with locally developed solutions with businesses here in Austin to help with the safety of our 

citizens. And to date I haven't seen any national standards for tracking and tracing other  

 

[11:28:46 AM] 

 

than a couple of manual solutions. What are we doing here as a tech driven city to potentially put 

solutions out there that could not only be a standard for us, but for the country. And finally, how and 

where can companies go to propose these solutions without going through either personal connections 

or the typical red tape to get solutions proposed to the city task force sooner rather than later to help 

set a standard citywide?  

>> Mayor Adler: You've asked a lot of questions and I want to respond to them. First if you have 

technical solutions that you want to suggest, I would suggest you send them to Dr. Mark Escott, also to 

Stephanie Hayden, the director of Austin public health, also to the judge Eckhardt and to me. We have a 

task force now that is working on the  

 

[11:29:49 AM] 

 

overarching strategy for testing and contact tracing because we recognize that those things are key to 

not letting a surge happen to overrun our hospitals. We don't know what behaviors or technologies are 

going to be effective or not effective.  



[Buzzer sounds] We just don't know that answer. But what we are going to be monitoring very closely 

are the numbers in our city of hospitalizations. Of the uses of ventilators because the modelers now say 

that based on our past experience as we watch those numbers we'll know when we're running into a 

situation where we need to act. But that's where the focus is now on testing and on tracing. Those are 

the triggers, but we would certainly invite suggestions and thoughts on  

 

[11:30:50 AM] 

 

how to do those things best and we'll get them to the folks that are going the strategic work on that. 

Councilmember Flannigan.  

>> Flannigan: I will just add I think were it up to the city, were it up to us, we wouldn't have reopened 

businesses before those answers were developed. Unfortunately the governor did not give us that 

option. So businesses are not being trusted by the council directly. It's more so the situation that the 

state has put us in. We're trying to move as quickly as we can.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. The next speaker is --  

>> Sorry, do you have actual contact with folks?  

>> Mayor Adler: I'm sorry?  

>> Just a question of with where can we find the actual contact information to send suggestions or 

solutions?  

>> Mayor Adler: You can send it to steve.adler@austintexas.gov. And I'll get it to the people that I 

mentioned.  

>> Thank you.  

>> Kitchen: Mayor, I think the rest of the council would be interested in hearing the solutions from the 

community also. So that would be helpful to  

 

[11:31:50 AM] 

 

share.  

>> Absolutely. I'll get it to the clerk so the clerk can get it to everybody. Is Keith [indiscernible]?  

>> Can you repeat that name?  

>> Mayor Adler: I have Keith Secrest. And then I have Sam Waugh.  

>> Hi, this is Sam. Hi, mayor, members of the council. Thank you so much for the opportunity to let me 

speak with you today. My name is Sam law and I'm a graduate student at the university of Texas Austin. 



I'm also a renter in district 9 and an organizer with rent strike atx. I'm calling in today to speak in support 

of item 56 to extend the existing emergency protections the city has provided for renters in these 

difficult times. I want to start by talking a  

 

[11:32:51 AM] 

 

little bit about how this crisis has affected me personally. As a graduate student I'm fortunate that I have 

been able to continue working for the university teaching my students [indiscernible]. A graduate 

student at university of Texas makes about $1,600 a month  

[indiscernible]. So we've already been struggling with the cost of paying rent as rent has risen. Most 

graduates live with roommates, partners and income from outside of the university to be able to live in 

the city. I personally when this crisis happened my partner and one of my roommates both lost their job. 

Speaking to other students I know that this is a very common situation. So I want you to keep in mind 

that graduate students are renters and we're deeply impacted by this. I also want to -- when the  

 

[11:33:53 AM] 

 

crisis happened,  

[indiscernible] Rent strike atx and all volunteer organizations founded in the middle of March committed 

to making sure no one faced this crisis alone. One of the first steps we did was to set up a hotline where 

tenants who were worried about paying rent could call in and get assistance negotiating with their 

landlords and letting us hear how they're going through this crisis. We have heard stories about people 

laid out of, who have difficulty accessing unemployment benefits or federal aid, and many, many people 

who are making very hard decisions between choosing to pay for food, medical supplies or rent. And 

we've always told people to prioritize  

[indiscernible]. In this crisis it's so important that people stay in their homes so I'm calling again on city 

council to extend the emergency protection that were already in place to prevent any evictions during 

this crisis. But we know that the current  

 

[11:34:54 AM] 

 

protections won't be enough when this -- when the medical phase of this crisis is over. We're currently 

in the worst economic crisis in modern history and with so many unemployed, without expanding tenant 

protections we're going to see a massive housing crisis the moment this is over. So that's why Austin 

rent strike has joined with the Austin [indiscernible] Law center and Austin renters action, calling on the 



city to take as much action as it can to protect renters. Specifically we want to make sure that it is not 

just cause to evict people or  

[indiscernible] To covid-related issues.  

[Buzzer sounds] We want the city to take its emergency powers to enact a rent freeze so that in 

landlords raise rents during this crisis. And we want to make sure that renters aren't discriminated 

against for evictions or in the future for this crisis. We would hate to see the result of this crisis in a  

 

[11:35:57 AM] 

 

month or two being that suddenly we have a wave of evictions and many of the forward working classes 

of Austin are pushed out of the city. Thank you so much.  

[Buzzer sounds]  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Alison Taylor here?  

>> Yes, I'm here.  

>> Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> All right, thank you. Good morning. My name is Alison Taylor and I'm also an organizer with rent 

strike atx and I'm also speaking for su56. Rent strike atx came together as a tenant organizer in March as 

it became that renters would be specifically affected by covid-19. I myself had left a previous serving 

position for a better paying service industry job at the beginning of March and now I have left that job 

and was not there long enough to qualify for unemployment benefits.  

 

[11:36:57 AM] 

 

I was able to have rent waived for April due to the fact I was in a cooperative style household unlike so 

many others. Unfortunately I have to make a painful choice to move out of this community where I felt 

safe and home because I would not be able to continue making rental payments. And now live withmy 

partner in a home. I thank the council for putting this issue back on the agenda, but I want to encourage 

councilmembers to take seriously how this proposal does not go far enough. At this point I've already 

missed four paychecks and I do not, like the vast majority of Americans, have any form of emergency 

savings, nor do I like the vast majority of Americans have health insurance in the midst of a global health 

crisis. I am not unique. Many find themselves in this situation as well. Coupled with the fact that market 

rate in Austin for a one bedroom is 1100 and a little over 13 for a two bedroom. The one time federal 

stimulus check for $1,200 simply does not go far enough. We as tenants may have  

 

[11:38:00 AM] 



 

evictions filed against us when the grace period is lifted. Even missing a payment or having an eviction 

against you will force us to find new housing and move us away from our children's schools and push 

out out into the peripheries of the city. I worked in the housing organization in the city for a few years. I 

was within the echo coalition in the now heralded youth housing initiative so I've seen more instances 

than most of the predatory nature of most complexes in the city. We set up a hotline to talk to tenants 

directly and when we first began we would field dozens of calls a day. Many properties offered very 

inflexible, non-realistic pay back plans at best or put up threatening fliers or disseminated sheets of 

places for hire. I worked with a tenant with preexisting health concerns. After losing her job the leasing 

office encouraged her to go to H.E.B.  

 

[11:39:00 AM] 

 

When she expressed she would be put in serious risk if she would not. Shelter in place, she found little 

empathy and was told she, quote, better figure it out quickly. In March we spoke with tenants who said 

they would be okay with April, but when asked about may they said they didn't know how they would 

pay if the crisis continues. As the crisis continues and if people can continue making rental payments or 

having eviction files against them.  

[Bell ringing]. If we as a city do not  

[indiscernible]. I encourage the council to extend the stay on evictions and put in place the  

[indiscernible] Campaign that you can find at  

[indiscernible].  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you very much. Next speaker is tat villa Rosa. You have to press *6 to unmute.  

 

[11:40:03 AM] 

 

What about Greg Grimes? *6 to unmute. What about elle Villanueva.  

>> I'm here. He have.  

>> Okay.  

>> Hi. I'm speaking in favor of item 56 to extend the eviction moratorium and I want to encourage all 

members of the city council and folks listening to close your eyes and really picture what I'm talking 

about here. How do you tell your family we're being evicted? Tell them to pack up as many belongings 

as you can before your toys and clothes are thrown on the front grass? How do you tell a person to risk 

staying with an abusive ex-or family or someone who already has a lot of people crashing with especially 

this. Why in a pandemic would we take people's homes away? As of three weeks ago one out of every 



five austinites had lost their work due to the pandemic and many are only now facing the serious 

financial repercussions.  

 

[11:41:04 AM] 

 

I'm scared to imagine life in July or August because I don't know if I'll have a place to live or if I'll even be 

in the city. In March I had three jobs and now I have none. We're the people who serve your food, who 

clean your office buildings and who create so much of the art and music the entire city benefits from. 

When the pandemic is over, will we still be here? Can the economy really come back without a fifth of 

the workforce? Because if we're evicted most of us won't be able to afford staying in Austin. Desperate 

times call for bold measures. We need to extend the moratorium on evictions. We need to cancel rent 

and utility payments in the meantime and we need to enact long overdue rent control. Even with the 

current eviction moratorium, landlords are intentionally intimidating tenants bypassing out eviction 

notices they know they can't make good on and even changing tenants' locks saying all they have to do 

is come and ask for a new  

 

[11:42:09 AM] 

 

key. These are questionable scare tactics to force tenants to vacate when they are well within their 

rights to stay put in their home. As long as landlords can use dirty tricks like this, evictions are happening 

in our city by the force of fear -- of power and of fear. Every person has the right to life. It's disingenuous 

to pretend a person can live without safe and stable housing and it's disingenuous to believe that a 

person can shelter in place without a home. This is not to forget those who have already been suffering 

the indignity of homelessness. Let I guess be a city of neighbors, that city that protects rather than 

profits off of each other when the world comes crashing down. So please, please support item 56, 

extending the moratorium on evictions as well as further necessary measures. Like canceling rent and 

utilities and of course rent control. As mentioned before, Austin renters action at  

 

[11:43:11 AM] 

 

austinrentersaction.org has a petition that lays these out. Please when you're thinking about this, think 

about the people behind it.  

[Buzzer sounds] Think about the young people like me trying to start off our lives in this city.  

[Bell ringing]. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Susan lip ton here? Lipton here?  



>> Yes, I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> Thank you. Good morning, councilmembers. My name is Susan Litman. I live in south Austin near 

slaughter lane. I'm here to ask you to support number 56 and not to face eviction in the pandemic 

emergency.  

[Indiscernible] And environmental justice related. These days with the coronavirus quarantine metages 

has been on the severe threat of this fees and the severe impacts on  

 

[11:44:11 AM] 

 

our society and our city as we try to fight the virus by staying home. For some of us the boredom and 

isolation are the biggest problem, but others find themselves struggling hanging on to the bare 

necessities of life through shelter and access to health care. In the '60s, '70s and '80s I was a renter in 

Austin. I've had quite a few addresses. These days I'm able to stay at home, I'm retired anyway. In 

watching the news and seeing how many people lost their work, including so many people in the service 

industries who are already often living paycheck to paycheck. Our failure as a society to require the 

minimum wage will be a living wage, to have access to health care is now building to high relief. It's 

critical to help these families and individuals stay in their homes during this pandemic. To not become 

homeless. So not head out to work when they don't feel well or when their working conditions would be 

dangerous. Because I feel so strongly about this that I made a  

 

[11:45:12 AM] 

 

last minute decision to join a protest organized by a group that's new to me, rent strike Austin, which 

related in me receiving an unexpected free 24 tour of the county jail facilities. I might motion that 

although the mail personnel were masked and kept the inmates apart, they were constantly within two 

or three feet distance themselves and detainees. This is no time when six feet of social distancing is not 

possible. It's also no time to be facing the chaos that eviction proceedings throw into a person's life. 

Number 56 will help thousands of people in Austin, which is something we should do out of a sense of 

ethics and compassion, but if everyone has to have a selfish reason tow do this, then please remember 

it will help all of us get through this pandemic sooner and safely. And I hope you will listen carefully to 

the firsthand stories are people are telling you and refer to the  

 

[11:46:14 AM] 

 

Austin renters actions' petition. Thank you.  



>> Mayor Adler: Okay, thank you. Is theona govern here.  

>> Hi, I'm here. I'm Jenna Mcgovern. Thank you for letting me speak today. I'm also an organizer with 

rent strike Austin. And I would like to echo some of the concerns that fellow speakers have addressed 

today and want to speak in support of item 56. I think first of all talk about how I've personally been 

affected during the% covid-19 pandemic. The -- before the pandemic I had three jobs to make ends 

meet, and as of today I currently have none of them. And so my -- and I was living paycheck to paycheck 

to meet the needs of making rent. Luckily I am in the position to have advocated for rent  

 

[11:47:15 AM] 

 

reduction with my landlord, but many people are not in that position. And I'm also a diabetic, so the cost 

of my insulin on a month to month base is the cost of my rent. I would rather prioritize spending my 

money on life saving medicine than I would on having to worry about housing. And I'm nervous about 

people having to worry about staying in their homes. So I want to speak in support of item 56, but I also 

want to say that it doesn't go far enough. People I've talked to over the phone are still worried about the 

accumulation of debt that they'll face after this pandemic is over, which is months, maybe even a year of 

accumulation. That will really make people suffer. I think I'm also concerned about people who might 

have to move because their lease is up and safely moving during this pandemic is a  

 

[11:48:17 AM] 

 

really difficult option, as well as getting friends together to support that moving process. And so I just 

want to further highlight the demands of the -- the ask of the Austin renters' petition and ask that city 

council explore all options towards that. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. I would point out this council I think has done and is extending itself 

because we want to help renters renters renters renters to the full extent that the law allows us to do. 

The ordinance being extended today is an example of that, not evicting anybody for nonpayment of 

utilities is an example of that T. I'll be extending my order today that prohibit the initiation of eviction 

with a notice of eviction and  

 

[11:49:17 AM] 

 

I'll be extending that by order today. I only wish that we had the power and the ability to consider 

canceling rents. It's not a tool we have. And some of the things that -- like price controls and the like that 

very well would be something that this council would consider also not allowed by the state legislature. 

So I would encourage folks that would like the city to have the ability to do things that the law does not 

let us do that to really work at the state legislature and the state leadership to give us those powers.  



>> Casar: And mayor, to that point, while I know congressman Omar has a bill to -- you can't actually 

cancel rents and mortgages and push those payments back so there is that potential there that people 

can organize around. And as far as the rent control issue that has been  

 

[11:50:18 AM] 

 

raised, that would have to be signed off on by the governor, so there is that power within, but it has to 

be the governor's signature. And given that right now we're continuously losing the ability to enforce 

some of our most important public safety rules by the governor's actions, I don't see rent control being 

something that he's currently going to be signing off on. So I think we need to be doing everything 

creative under our control for that.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Colleagues, just by way of time check, we have 24 speakers that are left. That 

would translate to a little over an hour. The clerk, all things being equal, for love for us to -- would love 

for us to take care of all the speakers  

 

[11:51:18 AM] 

 

now, but that would mean us not breaking for lunch until about 1:00. What's the preference of the dais? 

Or do we want to break for lunch at noon, come back with speakers or do we want to try to push 

through? Councilmember kitchen.  

>> Kitchen: I'm okay with pushing through.  

>> Pool: Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes, councilmember pool.  

>> Pool: I'm finish continuing on as well.  

-- I'm fine continuing on as well.  

>> Mayor Adler: Does anybody feel differently?  

>> Casar: I don't feel differently, but mayor, there are a couple of speakers who were going to play a 

video. They don't have to actually speak. They're on for -- they're here for Austin housing finance 

corporation. So I'm going to suggest that what we do is drop off so they don't have to wait a play a video 

and I'll just play that video when we get to that item, that non-consent item. That will save us some 

speakers.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay.  

 

[11:52:18 AM] 



 

That would be fine.  

>> Tovo: Mayor, I may have to step off for a few minutes during this period of time, but I will sign in via 

phone so that I can still hear the citizen comments. So if I'm not here in my chair, I'll be listening to y'all 

on the phone.  

>> Mayor Adler: Sounds good, councilmember tovo. Let's continue on with speakers then. Is Jackson 

Frazier here?  

>> Yes, hello.  

>> Mayor Adler: You have three minutes.  

>> My name is Jackson Frazier. Thank you. My name is Jackson Frazier and I'm speaking in favor of item 

56. I've lived in Austin all my life. I was born [indiscernible] Down the street from my house and I went to 

college at UT. And I live in district 9 now. In a house that I share with 12 people to try to keep costs low.  

 

[11:53:20 AM] 

 

We are [indiscernible] And teachers and grocery clerks and more than half of us were laid off at the 

beginning of this crisis. And most of the rest of us have lost more than half of our income. The majority 

of us were living paycheck to paycheck with little or no safety net like a lot of other austinites. Since the 

stay at home order we've been scrambling to access the government assistance programs that are 

overburdened and unresponsive. Being realistic, we can't pay our rent. We've been trying to negotiate 

with our landlord and he lets us know our lease obligates us to pay our rent and it is a system that we 

can't work. He's told us that Elgin eviction proceedings -- that he will begin eviction proceedings as soon 

as he can and I guess without the mayor's [indiscernible] Would be in 11 days. I don't know when we 

have, given what's been said so far, how long we have to live in our house, but I will tell you we will 

spend that entire time terrified  

 

[11:54:22 AM] 

 

of what will happen then. The two moratoriums have helped so far, but we will be evicted and if it's the 

same pandemic conditions that the original measure was to protect us from. When we should be 

preparing for the second wave of infections, we and a lot of other austinites will be struggling to find 

medicine, food and shelter with nowhere to go. The state government has said that they don't mind 

sacrificing the lives of Texans for the sake of reopening the economy to this pandemic. They say sending 

us back to work will help us pay rent. And I don't believe that risking our lives during an emergency 

[indiscernible] Haircuts is something that we should be asked to do, but it doesn't protect those of us 

who can go back to work right now from eviction and homelessness. If we were to go back to work, get 



sick, assuming we don't die, we can't take two weeks off to quarantine and recover. We'll be fired, 

which excludes us from access to unemployment benefits and many other government  

 

[11:55:23 AM] 

 

benefits. Many of us now don't have a job to return to and if the rent protection is lifted at any time we 

will be homeless. The eviction moratorium is the only reason I still have, but if more isn't done I will be 

homeless soon after the government's assistance is withdrawn. My roommates and I were bear letter 

able to make rent before and if we're forced further into debt to pay back rent during the recovery it's 

just kicking the can of our homelessness down the road and fewer people will be paying attention and 

fewer resources will be available.  

[Buzzer sounds] Me and my house mates and all affected austinites want you to take action to protect 

us during this crisis, know half measures. But you -- if you don't take steps now to pass the eviction 

moratorium, we will all be dealing with the more catastrophic condition and many of us will be doing so 

unhoused. Thank you for hearing from us today.  

 

[11:56:29 AM] 

 

>> Mayor Adler: Is summer here, beganoff? *6? Is Emily Blair here?  

>> Yes, this is Emily.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> Thank you, mayor, councilmembers. My name is Emily Blair. I'm speaking today on behalf of the 

Austin apartment association. And our over 1,000 properties that are rental housing providers in either 

apartment homes or rental homes. Speaking today regarding agenda item 56. I just want to start first off 

in thanking the mayor and councilmember for being accessible during this time. We've worked with as 

many council offices as possible in conversation about this ordinance amendment. And especially want 

to thank you for rising to the challenges that you're facing right now in this very unique way of doing 

business. Item 56 today proposes amendments to the 60 day  

 

[11:57:30 AM] 

 

ordinance. And we understand there's concern about the ordinance's applicability period and the desire 

to provide the 60-day notification requirement for the June rent cycle. As you know, the original 

ordinance expires may 8th, which enabled any April and may rent that would be required to be provided 

a 60-day notice to cure prior to filing -- potentially filing an eviction or notice to vacate. Presented today 



is an applicability period that coincides with the local disaster declaration, which is problematic. It 

creates an ordinance that is tied to an unknown date in the future and so today we're asking for an 

alternative to what is proposed for the applicability period. Rather than we ask the amendment be 

changed to reflect a June 8th deadline. A June 8th applicability end date applies the 60 days same notice 

to the June rent cycle and also keeps the spirit of intent and the requirements of the ordinance 

effectively in place until July. This 30 day extension would  

 

[11:58:31 AM] 

 

also allow the opportunity to fully discuss how the ordinance is working and craft any solutions and 

continue efforts also on rental relief programs, monitor the ongoing court moratoriums and really 

address the scenarios with residents who are not responding to property owners and managers. And 

while most residents and property owners have been able to come to agreement, there are cases where 

residents have chosen not to communicate with property management. And because there are 

instances of this, the need for councilmember Flannigan's amendment today as presented has been 

increasingly just by a way of a couple of examples, we have a member, for example, that owns a 

property with about 125 or so units, and five units where residents shut out any offer or 

communication. Just another example we have of property owner who's retired and relies on the rental 

property income to make ends meet and is  

 

[11:59:31 AM] 

 

struggling with two to three nonresponsive tenants to view this period as a free rent period. One 

rejected a payment plan that was extended to them from the owner. Again, we must not continue to 

just focus on eviction delays, but we also have to have discussions about the burdens that destabilize 

the businesses of those who supply rental housing [bell ringing] Because many of those providers are 

small businesses. So they're also trying to meet their obligations  

(indiscernible) For their residents during this time.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you.  

>> We want to ask for a 30-day extension to June 8th.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you very much. Is Jenny Williams here?  

>> I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead.  

>> Thank you, mayor and council members. My name is Jenny Williams, and I'm speaking on behalf of 

the Austin realtors. We've been working with many of you in your offices this week and we thank you so 

much for your responsiveness during this crazy time.  



 

[12:00:33 PM] 

 

As we've mentioned in several conversations with you, we're in partnership with the apartment 

association, this is an unknowable date in the future. We ask you only extend this ordinance to June 8th 

which will allow continued conversations to ensure all parties are protected. We'd also ask that -- we'd 

like to thank council member Flannigan to require response from tenants who receive a notice from 

their landlord. We ask you to support that amendment to encourage continued conversation between 

landlords and tenants during this crazy time. As we have seen in our entire community over the last two 

months, it seems that every day we learn something new about the world we're living in, and are 

confronted by new challenges. Since the start of the pandemic we've seen our community come 

together in inspiring ways and landlords and property owners, many of them have worked  

 

[12:01:35 PM] 

 

proactively to set up payment arrangements and waive late fees. Unfortunately some in our community 

have taken this ordinance as a waiver of rent. We've heard from some of our own members who have 

tenants who have cited this ordinance as a reason they will not pay, or enter a payment arrangement. 

Unfortunately others have had tenants that are completely nonresponsive. As you make this policy 

decision, please keep in mind that nearly 1 in 4 representer households in Travis county live in single-

family homes. I do myself. A majority of those rental units are owned by Austin residents. Just as many 

businesses in Austin and across the Coury are suffering, property owners who rely on rent for revenue 

stream are also suffering. The retirement plan for investment properties are looking at looming property 

tax deadlines and how they'll continue to make ends meet if they don't receive at least  

 

[12:02:37 PM] 

 

partial rent payments. The longer this goes on the less likely landlords with uncooperative tenants will 

be able to collect back rent. This could have devastating effects on our community and housing market 

resulting in enclosures, which would also result in even more evictions. And straining our already tight -- 

our very tight housing market. We appreciate your leadership during this difficult time and we're here to 

work with you as you continue to make these difficult decisions. Thank you so much.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great. Thank you. Is Jonathan solama?  

>> Yes, sir.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead. You have three minutes.  



>> Good morning, mayor and council members. I just wanted to talk about a couple of items. One of 

them I'm asking for support for item 56, and then I want to share some personal  

 

[12:03:39 PM] 

 

experience, renting from  

(indiscernible) Organization in the Austin area that is heavily subsidized and invested in by the city of 

Austin and the taxpayers of Austin. For item 56, we just need some extra layer for a support safety net 

for folks struggling with represent. And also to prevent the landlords from scare tactics and 

intimidations. I know they have the right to collect rent and be in business, but there's a difference 

between small businesses that are private, that landlords that qualify for federal help, and also the ones 

that rely 100% on funding from the city, and the state, and the federal government, like the foundation 

community I live in. And, you know, the city has leverage, because where I live at, the cost is like $19 

million  

 

[12:04:39 PM] 

 

and maybe the land is different to invest in this property. And I live in district 9, council member Casar. 

You know, a lot of struggles. We've struggled with this organization for about three years, and, you 

know, all of us are struggling. I just want to commend the council member and the mayor and city 

officials, the managers and the like for making the decisions, and bold decisions to offer protections, and 

put the safety and the health of their constituents and citizens of the city as number one priority, and 

not to follow the lead of other leaders who would rather put business and money a number one priority. 

And I was impressed by miss Joseph who earlier talked, and I want to second what she said. You know, 

we are in need of  

 

[12:05:43 PM] 

 

transparency, we are in need of oversight. I know city officials talked about that years ago. We neefr 

oversight. We can't just dispense funds to organizations and not follow through to see what they do. I 

give you an example. The one example is all the organizations that received funding from the city and 

from United Way, I have called every single one of them, and none of them responded. The aging 

community center, it was mentioned about being a rich community. They just called back and said, we 

didn't get anything from the city [bell ringing] Even though I know they're on the list. And they're on the 

list. And the communities we live in, sending an e-mail, they never respond back. They only said that you 

have to prioritize people --  

>> Mayor Adler: Sir? Thank you very much.  



>> Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Chris Kennedy?  

 

[12:06:47 PM] 

 

Star 6. Go ahead.  

>> My name is Chris Kennedy. I'm a renter in district 9. I also want to speak in support of item 56. Most 

of my roommates and I have been laid off due to covid-19. I was laid off from my job at a plant nursery. 

Many of us are not eligible for stimulus checks, and several of us have had great difficulty getting 

through to unemployment. I just got on unemployment after weeks of delay, and many of my 

housemates are still waiting, trying to appeal, but unable to get through. We've been in negotiations 

with our landlord to get some represent relief and we're told verbatim that he would let us go homeless 

if need be. Another friend I spoke to said that he was choosing between rent and her cancer treatments. 

Several of us are struggling to  

 

[12:07:48 PM] 

 

keep up with student debt and car payments, and further debt hanging over our heads from backlog 

rent payments. It's unthinkable right now during this time. I appreciate and support a stand on evictions 

and all the actions that the city council has taken so far, but do not think that a stand on evictions is 

sufficient. We generally need further protections for renters that ensure that countless people are not 

made homeless after the grace period ends because of factors out of our control. I also support the 

Austin renters action petition for emergency relief and understand the constraints on the city council, 

and what y'all are and aren't able to do. But really think that you should look closely at the demands of 

the renters action petition. For example, the designation of  

 

[12:08:51 PM] 

 

nonpayment due to covid-19 to not just be cause for eviction and discrimination ordinance that the city 

can pass for fair housing loss at failure to pay rent during this crisis cannot be blackballed. So I really 

think that we need to address the issue fully rather than simply continue the grace period which is very 

important, and I do support item 56. But I think that we need further action and that the city can and 

needs to do more to make sure that thousands of people aren't made homeless in the months to come, 

and as this crisis continues. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Thank you. Next speaker is Jessica Lehman. Is Jessica Lehman there?  



>> Yes, I'm here, mayor.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay.  

>> Good morning, mayor and council, my name is Jessica  

 

[12:09:51 PM] 

 

Lehman, and I'm with the outstretch and advocacy here in Austin. On behalf of the thousands of 

members of aarp members, aarp would like to thank the city for the efforts that have been undertaken 

thus far to address the covid-19 pandemic in this unprecedented public health and economic crisis. 

Because the gravity of the present challenge will require both new policies and additional resources and 

investments to address the growing need of Austin residents, I'm here today to urge you to support item 

59 that would direct the city manager to take action and use the necessary resources to prevent the 

further spread in nursing homes. The health impact of covid-19 can occur at any age, according to the 

resolution nursing and assisted living facility deaths comprise nearly two-thirds of the covid-19 related 

deaths in Austin. Which is even higher than the state average of  

 

[12:10:51 PM] 

 

(indiscernible). The actions outlined in the resolution include providing comprehensive testing of 

residents, assessing staffing and responding to staffing needs where it is determined there is a shortage 

and ensuring adequate access to personal protective equipment. Aarp feels these steps are critical to 

stopping the spread in facilities and also the general public because it keeps the essential workers in 

these facilities safe. Nursing home residents are among our city's most vulnerable. They do not have the 

agency to protect themselves from the this virus, so the onus is on us to do so. Aarp is working on this 

issue at every level of government and we will continue to advocate at the state and federal level for 

funding to support the effort to stop the spread in long-term care facilities. I would like to thank you for 

your time. And a special thank you to city council member kitchen for this resolution and her leadership 

on this issue.  

 

[12:11:54 PM] 

 

Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: .  

>> Kitchen: Mayor, miss Lehman, thank you very much for testifying today. And I really appreciate the 

advocacy efforts of aarp. We're taking immediate action today at the city level, but as you said, there 



are necessary actions that need to be taken at a state and federal level also. So thank you for your 

advocacy.  

>> Thank you.  

>> Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes? Mayor pro tem.  

>> Garza: I tried to mute -- unmute really quickly when we were talking about the break. I had promised 

I would make quick thank you remarks to a group of community health workers, and I tried to do it at 

the same time, but I can't, so I'm going to jump off this call and I'll jump back in when I'm done. Okay?  

>> Mayor Adler: Sounds good. Thank you. Okay. Let's continue on. Is Trenton Hendrickson here?  

>> I am.  

 

[12:12:54 PM] 

 

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> My name is Trenton Hendrickson for catholic church speaking on behalf of  

(indiscernible). We want the city of sus tin to provide assistance for economically distressed families.  

(Indiscernible) Renters in Austin are struggling. Over 73,000 renters in Austin make below $35,000 a 

year. Before the crisis, we're spending more than a third of their income on rent, and the majority were 

spending more than half of their income  

(indiscernible). We heard the stories in institutions. Two brothers working construction who couldn't  

(indiscernible) Their sisters already fully occupied home. Others who developed insomnia and even 

seizures during the stress of this pandemic.  

(Indiscernible) Mounting late fees and back rent. These fees will come due as soon as the moratorium 

ends.  

 

[12:13:56 PM] 

 

Our neighbors stand on the brink of financial disaster. The city of Austin has earmarked 1.2 million to 

rental assistance so far and 7 million overall for housing assistance. This will not cover the scope of the 

problem. National studies suggest 31% of renters missed payments in April. In Austin, this is roughly 

68,000 renters. To cover a single $600 monthly bill for 68,000 renters would cost $41 million. San 

Antonio has set aside $25 million for assistance. Houston and Harris county set aside 30 million. The 

most expensive for Austin would be inaction. Austin can afford  



(indiscernible) Going into default and workers displaced before our recovery. Investing in rental 

assistance now prevents homelessness. Frees up funds for food and medicine, and prevents cost to  

 

[12:14:56 PM] 

 

public health in the future. The covid-19 virus has also revealed Austin to be a leader. We (indiscernible) 

The rise fund in certain rental assistance program. We can and must do more. Texas interfaith looks 

forward to working together with the city manager and city council to lead the way through this crisis. If 

covid-19 has taught us anything, it is that it is essential to put (indiscernible) Families first. We cannot 

overlook how essential these families are, caring for our children and performing critical work in our 

hospitals. Austin has the opportunity to lead (indiscernible). Let's do this together. Thank you, council.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay.  

 

[12:15:57 PM] 

 

>> I'm finished.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Great. Thank you. Is Sam (indiscernible) Here? Sam potasnik? Star 6 if you're on 

mute. Is Maria Hernandez here?  

>> Yes, I am here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Why don't you go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> My name is Maria Hernandez and I'm the executive director of a nonprofit that empowers and 

supports underserved families of children with disabilities. I want to sincerely thank you for your 

leadership, and for providing $2 million to the equity office, and for allocating those funds to the family 

Independence initiative. They're partnered with FYI to distribute 25 cash transfers of $2,000 each to the 

families that  

 

[12:16:57 PM] 

 

we serve, that were most in need. These included Latino immigrant households with one to two children 

with disabilities. Within 48 hours, we effectively distributed the funds and all of our families now have 

the money in hand. Studies demonstrate the cortisol levels of mothers with children with disabilities 

compared to those of a soldier in combat. That was precovid. That means that now thousands of 

families of children with disabilities in Austin are drowning. Being able to call families and walk them 

through this application to access the funds was life-saving. Families shared that they were able to pay 

rent, run to buy food, purchase specialized formulas, buy medications, fix broken wheelchair lifts and 



afford sedation treatment required for a 16-year-old with down syndrome to see the dentist. I strongly 

support item 60 and to pass the allocated $5.9 million to the rise fund  

 

[12:17:59 PM] 

 

directly to family dependents initiative. The impact approach worked. Austin nonprofits know our 

families and their urgent needs. Our wait list is ready and we have the know-how and ability to 

sufficiently and successfully distribute the funds quickly to those in greatest need. Thank you so much 

for your time.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Christina Garza here? You need to hit star 6 to unmute. Paul la Rojas?  

>> I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Go ahead. You have three minutes.  

>> Thank you so much. I'm putting in my headphones so you can hear me better. My name is Paula 

Rojas, and I'm a mother and a midwife, and I've seen some of you in the past and  

 

[12:19:00 PM] 

 

I really wanted to start by appreciating how quickly you've transitioned to a new way of integrating 

participation via these calls, and let you know that some of the Spanish speakers who did get on then 

were bumped off, and when you called the mayor, they couldn't get back on. So there were others that 

you won't get to hear. But I wanted to acknowledge the tremendous work and responsibility on your 

shoulders right now, to distribute resources to address the crisis that we are facing. And I can't imagine 

how heavy that feels, so I have a lot of appreciation for you and the chair you're sitting in right now. I 

know that you have a lot of compeing priorities, and like a few others before, I really wanted you to take 

a moment to really think about what it would feel like for you, mayor and council members, if you right  

 

[12:20:00 PM] 

 

now were experiencing a situation for your family of having no more income coming in, of having bills 

piling up, you know, waiting in line for hours to try to get food, having children and elders to take care 

of. I can't imagine what that must be like for families right now, and many are in that situation today in 

Austin. And it's only getting worse. So I want you to think about item 60, is there a way that you can find 

-- a way to allocate the federal funds in a way that frees up more funds locally to go directly to families 

who are on the edge right now, including undocumented families. Because I do understand that there 



are limitations -- or restrictions on those federal funds whether or not they could support, you know, 

families who are undocumented, or others. Is there a way to reallocate things so that you can create a  

 

[12:21:01 PM] 

 

bigger pool of local money to go directly to families? And to me the key word there is "Directly." So the 

rise fund is an amazing initiative on your part. My concern is that despite great intentions, the 

distribution method has not been very effective. As a midwife, I'm spending hours and hours with many 

families, many mothers who are pregnant, or just new moms, and many are telling me that they've been 

calling, calling, and calling, and can't get through to  

(indiscernible) Catholic charities, the urban league, and they keep trying. And it's creating a lot of stress 

for them, in addition to waiting in lines to get food, et cetera. So that [bell ringing] Method is not really 

working. Ooh, sorry. So I, as well as others, want to support that you fund more of the money toward fii, 

because  

 

[12:22:02 PM] 

 

that's direct distribution. I would consider it's a version of economic contact tracing. Please consider 

putting the money --  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you very much.  

>> Thank you so much.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is Rachel Shannon here?  

>> Yes, I'm here. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Go ahead.  

>> Hello, mayor Adler, and all the council members. I want to first thank Paula for her testimony and for 

all the moving testimony of the recipients of the fii funds. I'm here today to speak as a resident of 

district 1, also as a member of the (indiscernible) In support of trans women of color in the process. And 

additionally as a member of undoing white supremacy Austin. I'm asking for each of you to support item 

60 as well, calling for more funds to be allocated from state and federal funds to the rise fund and 

specifically  

 

[12:23:04 PM] 

 



ask that the remaining funds for the rise fund be awarded to fii along with all of their community 

partners.  

(Indiscernible) Says a partner with grass roots leadership was able to quickly and without red tape 

allocate funds to provide relief to community members swiftly and without unnecessary stress and 

difficulty. We're so thankful to the hard work of grass roots leadership and personally reaching out to us 

as one of their partners, and to their entire community network in such a fast -- in such a quick way and 

offering so much support in the process of getting the funds moved quickly. Trans women of color and 

women in the asylum seeking process are some of the most vulnerable community members. They have 

complex situations to which may keep them from otherwise seeking or accessing other forms of aid that 

are meyered in barriers.  

 

[12:24:05 PM] 

 

So because we're able to work from our established network of existing relationships based on 

commitment and trust, we were able to easily aid in the distribution of funds without the resident 

recipients feeling repercussions based on their gender identity or their status. Because of the use of this 

process, we have several families who have existing relationships with who have already had funds 

administered and which they can immediately implement to ensure some stability in this extremely 

challenging time. We are in contact with more women and families in need of assistance. And we really 

believe these women are the authorities on what they most need right now, to get through this crisis, 

and to come out on the other side intact, and with some stability to move forward, trusting them to be 

able to decipher their  

 

[12:25:06 PM] 

 

needs. Often they're denied their own individual autonomy. So that speaks to the need for that direct 

cash assistance and making sure that people can, with agility, make the best decisions for them to 

weather this crisis. So we've also -- I've heard many reports that the community members are frustrated 

[bell ringing] By the process of the support. I thank you so much. I'm thankful for the job that fii has 

done. Thank you each for your consideration.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you very much. Is crystal erickson-collins?  

>> Hi, I'm here. Good morning, mayor Adler. Good morning, mayor Adler and council people. Thank you 

for you to serve and  

 

[12:26:08 PM] 

 



protect and being such a role model for the surrounding communities. I'm here to speak on behalf of  

(indiscernible). We are asking that you dedicate some state and federal covid-19 relief funds to increase 

rise funds and award any unallocated rise funds to family, independents initiative, through the equity 

office. So that they may distribute these funds directly to community members promptly. Fii believes in 

solidarity over charity, investing in low-income family, individual initiative to escape the trap of poverty. 

They trust families to work towards their own success, and check in regularly to provide support. We at 

USAA have appreciated the grass roots community groups. Instead of waiting for phone calls, they have 

proactively reached out to community members to identify needs and work to  

 

[12:27:10 PM] 

 

overcome technology challenges to transfer cash assistance. As one example, mama Sana vibrant 

woman and fii distributed $2,000 to 50 families with pregnant or new mothers with a total of $100,000 

in 48 hours. Meanwhile, unfortunately we've heard many reports that community members are 

frustrated by the process of applying for support, the nonprofits who received funds in the first round of 

rise funding. They were having trouble getting through on the phone, or when they left messages, they 

were not getting replies. Fii has done an excellent job with the first phase of cash assistance due to the 

relationship with local grass roots organizations. These groups have already identified additional 

community members who need support. We think this should be a priority for financial support given 

their strong track record. Lastly we ask you to resist the urge to unbiased discussions  

 

[12:28:11 PM] 

 

from class privilege, how people might use the assistance given them, and trust that these people know 

what they need to get through this crisis and be stronger on the other side. Thank you for your time.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. The next speaker is going to be Julian Reyes. Colleagues, do you all have a list of 

the speakers also?  

>> Yes, mayor.  

>> Yes, mayor, we do.  

>> Mayor Adler: Ann, would you take the dais? Would you be able to recognize speakers here for a 

moment? If not, I'll ask someone else to. The next speaker is Julian Reyes, which is right under the folks -

- let me see.  

>> Can you hear me? Can you hear me, mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Huh?  

>> Can you hear me, mayor?  



>> Mayor Adler: Yes, we can hear  

 

[12:29:12 PM] 

 

you.  

>> Okay. Then Julian -- yes, I can do it.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. I'll be back shortly.  

>> Kitchen: Mr. Reyes, if you would like to begin. Is he not here? Okay. Next is sue Gabriel. Is she here? I 

am not hearing her either. Then we have akinnia Wilson.  

>> I'm here.  

>> Kitchen: Okay, if you want to go ahead.  

>> Thank you. Thank you, mayor, mayor pro tem and council for giving me the opportunity to speak 

today. My name is akina Wilson, and I'm the executive director of a local nonprofit working to  

 

[12:30:13 PM] 

 

address black maternal mortality so that all black mothers are able to not only survive, but thrive before, 

during and after childbirth. I'm calling in to share my P experience in issuing the funds provided by fii. On 

behalf of the families who serve, we want to say thank you for providing the 2 million to the equity 

office which allocated all the money to family Independence initiative. Because of your action we 

received $50,000 of the rent financial assistance for our families. Each family received $2,000 and were 

able to spend the funds to cover the costs they felt most necessary including rent, mortgage payments, 

bills and many of the basic needs that have been compromised due to the financial impact of covid-19. 

We were able to quickly gain access to the funds and distribute all $50,000 within the first 24 hours to 

our families. And through the much-needed  

 

[12:31:15 PM] 

 

funds transfers, they were able to get those directly deposited into their bank account, with very little 

hassle as well as no complications in the application process online. This funding is critical for our 

families in particular because the women that we serve are either pregnant, or within the first year 

postpartum are even more vulnerable financially and physically. In fact, to date we have even 

experienced one of our families being covid positive with a 2-week-old as well as her and her husband, 

and we were able to help support them. This is an example of how some of the women that we serve 



are in need of that kind of support, and if we had not been contacted by fii, and if we had not received 

the funding because of what was given to the equity office, those women may have gone unserved. 

Today we would like to again  

 

[12:32:16 PM] 

 

express our gratitude for the financial relief that the city provided to our families, and implore you to 

allocate the remaining of the 5.9 million of rise funding into the fii, because it works well to immediately 

assist families in our community who need it most. The execution of funds to give great attention to 

safely and efficiently getting the money out, and fi did so by partnering with key organizations like ours 

that worked with people directly in the community. And they did go without charging any administrative 

and overhead costs to ensure that 100% of the funds went directly to families. Today black mama asks 

to pass item 60 so more money can be allocated into the rise fund from the 150 million that was 

received by the federal government. Thank you.  

>> Kitchen: Thank you very much. Our next speaker is rose Smith. And then after rose we'll have  

 

[12:33:19 PM] 

 

Maya pilgrim. Mayor pro tem, I see that you are back. Would you like to take back the -- well, now I lost 

you. I'm not sure if you're here.  

>> Garza: I'm here. I tried to unmute and I turned the video off.  

>> Kitchen: Rose Smith is coming up. If you have the list in front of you --  

>> Garza: Yeah. Thank you.  

>> Kitchen: Thank you.  

>> Garza: Is rose Smith on the line? Okay. I'm trying to find rose Smith on my list here. Can you call the 

next one, councilwoman kitchen?  

>> Kitchen: Yes, the next one is Maya pilgrim. She's number 62 on the list. Is miss pilgrim here?  

>> Garza: Okay. I found the line.  

 

[12:34:20 PM] 

 

Thank you.  

>> Kitchen: Great.  



>> Garza: Sophia baron?  

>> Yes, I'm here.  

>> Garza: You have three minutes, miss baron.  

>> Thank you. I am a member of missma of domestic workers with 300 members. I'm supporting 

resolution 60. Domestics workers  

(indiscernible) Hard to work right now. We want to thank the family initiative, independent initiative 

that has chosen to help fund the members to help with car payments, rent and food. We ask for the 

possibility to receive more funds to the fii so we can be able to keep helping other most needed 

members in our community. Thank you.  

>> Garza: Thank you.  

 

[12:35:20 PM] 

 

The next speaker is park Smith.  

>> Hello. Can you hear me?  

>> Garza:. Yes, you have three minutes.  

>> Okay, thank you. So I'm here to speak on item number 61. And I'm park Smith with American youth 

works and the Texas conservation corps in the Austin program. We're with a lens toward equity and 

inclusion, American youth works provides education, hands-on job training in the skilled trades and 

service to the community while employing some of Austin's most vulnerable young adults. For over 25 

years we've had a partnership operating in conservation corps and jobs training in partnership with the 

city, county, state and federal departments to build tomorrow's work force while meeting critical 

community building and conservation needs. We really appreciate the city's partnership on this, and it's 

resulted in positive impacts for our young adult program participants and resulted in  

 

[12:36:20 PM] 

 

long-lasting community infrastructure and conservation projects being implemented for Austin. Projects 

have included wildfire mitigation, conservation, habitat restoration, trail building, disaster relief work, in 

partnership with FEMA and local emergency management, emergency home repairs, weatherization 

improvement and building homes for low-income families and chronically homeless. We've recycled city 

computers and built them out into community centers to bridge the digital divide. These are great kinds 

of projects that can fit with this model of the Austin civilian conservation corps concept. I served on a 

federal advisory committee with the department of interior and department of ag to recreate the CCC of 



the 1930s, called the 21st century conservation service corps. And it was in partnership between all the 

federal land management agencies and nonprofits across the country  

 

[12:37:22 PM] 

 

who already run existing conservation corps programs doing land management and disaster relief and 

other types of projects across the country. A key recommendation of the federal advisory committee at 

that time was that the federal government not recreate a new program, but work with the existing 

private nonprofits and state-run conservation corps that could be scaled up as opposed to starting a 

new federally run program. And so I'm in support of resolution 61, I think it's a really brilliant idea to get 

people to work, and it -- and while also meeting community needs. I have a few recommendations, and 

one is that the resolution allows for partnership with existing city and county partners to support and 

expand nonprofits who are higher vulnerable populations to deliver these kinds of services. Please don't 

reinvent the wheel and create a new arm for the city, instead work with existing  

 

[12:38:24 PM] 

 

partner like American youth works and Texas conservation corps to provide these services that it already 

does in partnership with city park, and water utility.  

[Buzzer sounds] And community housing. We would ask that you focus on employing diverse young 

adults who are entering the work force and already disproportionally affected by covid. These were the 

first to lose the jobs in the community and they will be some of the last to be hired except through some 

of these initiatives that can hold them in some of these most vulnerable in employment and provide 

employment for those who are out of it. If it's possible to set up a cooperative agreement or contract 

structure that allows the program funding to extend the employment and training beyond December 

2020, that would be ideal, because you would build in sustainability. It's a short ramp-up and it would be 

great to keep that going long term.  

 

[12:39:24 PM] 

 

But if it allows for funding to stabilize the existing employees of the city partner who already runs this 

same type of program, but is basic funding concerns due to the shelter home shelters that reduced 

critical fund for service projects conducted with the city on these properties already. We can work with 

partners like work force solutions to help recruit and placement of conservation corps member 

positions, and co-enroll in the supportive services like child care assistance. I'm happy to provide any 

more input on this and take questions. This is a path that I think can work well by scaling up an existing 

partner of the city and utilizing existing expertise that is there for risk management and delivery of these 



kinds of projects, jobs training, and supportive services for young adults entering the work force. We 

really appreciate the mayor and council members' leadership during these unprecedented times  

 

[12:40:26 PM] 

 

[buzzer sounds] For trying to seek ways to (indiscernible) Through employment and job certifications 

while making lasting impacts through infrastructure improvement.  

>> Garza: Thank you.  

>> Thank you very much.  

>> Garza: The next speaker is Rene Hernandez. Rene Hernandez? The next speaker is Tamara Atkinson. 

Tamara Atkinson? The next speaker is Adam greensfield. Okay. Ted siff?  

>> I'm here.  

>> Garza: Okay.  

>> Thank you, mayor pro tem, council members, for this opportunity to speak. I am Ted siff and I'm 

calling as  

 

[12:41:26 PM] 

 

a resident of district 9 as well as a board member of the growing coalition of park, trail and active 

transportation organizations called Austin outside. Austin outside's over two dozen member 

organizations, support the passage of item 62, the healthy streets resolution. Thank you, mayor, Ellis, 

sponsor and co-sponsor, council members harper-madison Garza for sponsoring this great resolution. In 

addition to the nonprofits that support it, over 1,000 austinites have signed the petition supporting this 

healthy, also known as slow streets resolution. And this online petition has only been collecting 

signatures for the last week. So it's clear that a very significant new demand for safe  

 

[12:42:27 PM] 

 

sidewalks, bike paths, and the facilitation of these modes of transportation through modifications to 

appropriate streets dispersed equitably throughout the city has arisen. Meeting this demand is -- council 

resolution 62 meets this demand. In addition to the great reasons in the resolution expressed through 

its whereas clauses, your Austin strategic mobility plan also calls for significant increase in walking and 

biking to achieve its goals. So implementation of resolution 62 -- the resolution in item 62 will be a great 



step toward achieving these asmp goals as well. So, please vote for item 62. And on a quick footnote, I 

also as an individual support the  

 

[12:43:28 PM] 

 

passage of item 61, which is a great proposal, if it includes the requests that have just been made by the 

Austin youth works organization. Thanks again. And thanks for all of your good work.  

>> Garza: Thank you. The next speaker is Kelsey, is it Balaban? George kofer? Mary -- I'm sorry, I skipped 

a couple -- Madeline cribs?  

>> I'm here. Can you hear me?  

>> Garza: Yes, you have three minutes.  

>> Perfect. Thank you, mayor and council. My name is Madeline cribs and I'm a resident of district 3, I 

would like to speak on item 62, the healthy streets program. I support immediately creating a healthy 

streets program in Austin to address covid-19 because I'm concerned about the  

 

[12:44:29 PM] 

 

crowding happening on parks and on trails. I live on the east side of Austin where sidewalks are already 

sparse and streets are highly congested, due to the density of housing, narrow streets and lack of 

driveways resulting in a lot of cars being parked on the street. Normally this isn't a problem, because I 

have usually been a runner of the late -- the trail around lady bird lake, but I haven't stepped foot on 

that in over a month due to the congestion on that trail that is slightly eased by the clock-wise traffic 

mandate. Additionally the area I live in, east Austin gets a lotf foot, car and bike traffic from those 

heading toward central Austin or trying to access highway 35. Delegating streets to non-car traffic help 

separate the foot traffic and recreational traffic held by bikers, dog walkers, and recreational joggers 

and walkers. Healthy streets program will allow for the safety of walkers  

 

[12:45:32 PM] 

 

and bikers, and I urge you to create this as soon as possible. Thank you so much for your time and 

consideration. And I am excited to take to the streets very soon in a safe manner.  

>> Garza: Thank you. Mary straw? George kofer? Gabriella Garcia?  

>> Hi. Can you hear me?  

>> Garza: Hi. Yes, you have three minutes.  



>> Thank you. Good afternoon, my name is gabby Garcia. I'm a tenant organizer with  

(indiscernible) For about a year now. Arnold unlike any community I've ever worked with, they began to 

self-organize in response to owners who began threatening residents with eviction. Residents formed an 

association and sought help from their city  

 

[12:46:33 PM] 

 

council representative Greg Casar who connected them  

(indiscernible) Eventually to rock. This is the dream of owning their mobile home park began. This was 

almost five years ago. The process has been slow and many communities may have given up long ago 

but residents of Arnold did not give up easily. They have had poor lighting, overflowing dumpsters, only 

to name a few. The challenges further motivated and killed the resolve to purchase the community so 

they could put an end to these issues once and for all. Late last year they learned the property was being 

put up for sale, and Arnold with the support (indiscernible) Sprung into action to ensure the residents 

could buy the mobile home park as a cooperative. They have the support and guidance of so many 

others, including walk usa,  

(indiscernible) Housing works and haca. The process has been a lot of work including countless 

meetings, sometimes three or four times a week. It's been especially challenging in the time of covid-19. 

We started having virtual  

 

[12:47:33 PM] 

 

meetings in March and have made sure everyone can access technology they needed in order to 

participate (indiscernible) Meetings that were simultaneously interpreted. Although residents are 

exhausted from balancing their jobs, families and now dealing with the effects of this pandemic, they 

continue to move the project forward. Now their dream is close to becoming a reality. Residents could 

not move forward with the purchase without this assistance because of the rents being unaffordable. 

For low-income working class families, every dollar counts and any increase in rent can be enough to put 

families under water or force them to sacrifice food or other necessities in order to cover rent. We know 

the city has not funded a project like this before and we appreciate the dedication to the staff who 

helped navigate this process. We thank you, mayor Adler, and city council. We hope Arnold is just the 

beginning and the city will continue to protect the  

 

[12:48:34 PM] 

 



affordable housing that exists in mobile home communities. The cooperative models are a way to 

ensure they remain affordable and residents are not exposed to unhealthy living conditions. Under 

normal circumstances the residents of Arnold would have packed city hall to thank you in person. That 

will have to wait until that pandemic is over. Right now they have a video to share their appreciation. I 

believe it will be played when you all cover the agenda. Thank you so much again for your support.  

>> Garza: Thank you. So Shauna Craiger?  

>> Mayor pro tem, I think the last two speakers, we told them not to talk because we'll play their video.  

>> Garza: Okay. Just to confirm the last speaker I have is Ella Alejandra Moniz? Just to ask the clerk, have 

I  

 

[12:49:34 PM] 

 

called all the names I should have called?  

>> I believe so. There shouldn't be anybody else left on the line.  

>> I think (indiscernible) Atkinson might be trying to get on, but I'm not sure.  

>> Who?  

>> Tamara Atkinson? But I'm not sure. We're checking. You called her already.  

>> I don't know if we can admit more people without disrupting the meeting. Just as a FYI.  

>> Then we won't be able to. She was on before. Thanks.  

>> Garza: Those are all the speakers we have signed up. So the items pulled that I have are 22, 54, 56, 

60, 61, I'm also going to pull 7 now, because I wanted direction to that. I don't have it at this moment. 

But I can work on that during  

 

[12:50:36 PM] 

 

lunch. I'll entertain a motion to pass the consent agenda.  

>> Could you read those again, mayor pro tem? I'm sorry, I want to make sure I had them right.  

>> Garza: I have 22 by Flannigan, 54 by Flannigan, 56 by Flannigan, 60, it's -- I have a note that the mayor 

just pulled that.  

>> Yeah, that's right.  

>> Garza: Okay. 61 by Flannigan and I'm also pulling 70 -- I'm sorry, 7 to add some direction.  

>> I'll move (indiscernible).  



>> Mayor pro tem?  

>> Garza: Is there a second? It looks like you want to speak to something.  

>> I wanted to add clarification, council member tovo had put amendments on the message board. I 

considered them friendly. I just wanted to make sure as this item is passed on consent that they're 

included to the  

 

[12:51:37 PM] 

 

include, to all of us.  

>> Garza: Can you say the item number?  

>> 62. The healthy streets initiative.  

>> Garza: Okay. So the record should reflect that these two include the amendments posted by council 

member tovo on the message board. Council member kitchen?  

>> Kitchen: If this is the appropriate time I would like to make a few comments about item number 59 

relating to nursing homes.  

>> Garza: Sure. Go ahead.  

>> Kitchen: All right. I want to thank my colleagues for -- my co-sponsors for this item as well as 

everyone we've been working with and will continue to work with. I want to thank especially the 

families that have brought their concerns to our attention as their council about what is happening in 

our nursing facilities and the need for additional assistance. I think their continued vigilance for their 

families and their reaching out to us has  

 

[12:52:38 PM] 

 

been very important. And I want to thank Dr. Escott and Stephanie Hayden, Dr. Fry and all of our 

members of the task force (indiscernible) And will continue to do. So I would just say very quickly that as 

we all know, we are in a very disturbing -- we're seeing a very disturbing number of infections and 

deaths in our nursing homes, and so we just received information on Tuesday that disclosed that 335 

residents and staff of facilities which included mostly nursing homes, assisted living facilities, are seeing 

the impacts of this pandemic. And it also impacts our social workers in our community. Let me just say 

this calls for immediate action and funding and authorizes the city manager to immediately use the 

funding and  

 

[12:53:38 PM] 



 

the resources necessary to carry out the actions that are in this resolution, to come back to us on the 

21st, which I would think would be as part of our budget framework, with the numbers that are needed 

so we'll have a better idea. We deliberately did not -- we did not attempt to put a dollar amount in this 

resolution, but we are expecting that to come back on the 21st. And then just quickly, I would just point 

out that this resolution speaks to supporting staff with actions they have been taking with additional 

resources they need, as well as pointing to some additional actions for them to begin work on, so that 

includes testing, strike team, providing for funding for hiring and retaining facility staff, ensuring that we  

 

[12:54:40 PM] 

 

have ppes and testing equipment, collaborating with the design institute for health at the del medical 

school to help us get ahead of the curve and help us identify preventive strategies, provide ongoing 

updates. I appreciate the example that's in one of our other resolutions about a dashboard. That's going 

to be very helpful. I think that kind of information will be helpful for this also. And then any other 

additional actions that our staff will identify for us as they continue working on this. So thank you again. 

I think that this is to get resources now. We can't wait for the state and federal government. We will, of 

course,  

(indiscernible) Staff doing this, and city manager I know you all are doing this to seek reimbursement 

where we can. But we can't wait. And we need to take immediate  

 

[12:55:43 PM] 

 

action. So those are the comments I wanted to make.  

>> Garza: Thank you council member kitchen. And thank you for your leadership on this very important 

issue. Council member Flannigan?  

>> Flannigan: First I want to thank councilwoman Ellis for the leadership, and seeing that staying on 

consent. On item 23 I wanted to thank all my co-sponsors and council member alter for all of your work 

pulling the anchor fund together and all the effort you put in collaborating with the nonprofits across 

the community. It was really a partnership effort with all of our co-sponsors on that, and I wanted to 

make sure to thank you. Between the clear fund that will help our small businesses and anchor fund for 

our nonprofits and child care fund to help all of our community live under the governor's orders, it's 

going to be a challenge for everybody, and I'm so glad that this council is in agreement to move  

 

[12:56:44 PM] 

 



forward quickly. As council member kitchen said, the dashboard that is part of item 23 I think is really a 

critical component of how we can ensure the public that while we move as fast as we can to get help 

out into the community, we are also fulfilling our very necessary oversight and transparency obligations 

for taxpayers. So thanks again to my co-sponsors, council member alter, Ellis, harper-madison and the 

mayor for item 23 and for everyone's support moving forward.  

>> Garza: Thank you, council member Flannigan. Council member harper-madison.  

>> Harper-madison: Thank you, I appreciate your recognizing me. I'm getting a lot of text messages from 

folks and organizations saying that multiple speakers have been kicked out of the system. I'm trying to 

help them figure out how to reconcile the issue. My thought was that they can e-mail us their comments 

and somebody can read them into the record.  

 

[12:57:45 PM] 

 

But is there another way that we should approach recognizing speakers who signed up but for whatever 

reason the system is kicking them out?  

>> Garza: On one hand their names were called and I'm happy to -- the record shows they did sign up. 

Because their names were called. I can ask -- we can ask the clerk maybe -- but yes, sending an e-mail 

would be a great way to let all of council members know their comments.  

>> Harper-madison: Thank you.  

>> Garza: We apologize for that technical difficulty to anybody who was kicked out of there.. Exact I 

believe had her -- councilmember alter, I believe had her hand raised.  

>> Alter: I wanted to speak briefly to item 22, but I wanted to thank councilmember tovo for her 

leadership and her co-sponsors for our leadership on the food program and councilmember kitchen for 

her leadership with respect to meeting the  

 

[12:58:46 PM] 

 

needs of our seniors, and councilmember Ellis, on the healthy streets. And we have a lot of really 

important work on this agenda, so if I left somebody off I'm sorry, there's a lot here. I wanted to speak 

really briefly to item 23. Which was the result of a great collaboration. I really appreciated working with 

my co-sponsors, councilmember harper-madison, councilmember Ellis, the mayor. And particularly Mr. 

Flannigan because we were able to really find a way to think differently about how we can reach several 

institutions within our community that are really critical, not just now, but as we move forward through 

recovery. And I appreciate the ability for us to set this up so that it can be done quickly  

 



[12:59:47 PM] 

 

and transparently and accountbly. I want to speak specifically to the anchor fund a little bit more as 

we've heard from several of the non-profit organizations, as well as the convener organizations. In my 

mind what we're doing today, particularly for the anchor fund, but possibly for the [indiscernible] And 

childcare support, is kind of an initial investment in this. And as this plays out and we make the 

investments we'll learn a lot from the data and we'll be able to have a clearer picture of where some of 

the best investments are that we need. What these initial funds are really doing is providing that life 

support, that property tax appraisal support that is extremely necessary for our -- the operational 

support for our non-profits to survive. We are fortunate in Austin to have a vibrant non-profit 

ecosystem, but across the board the way non-profits contribute to our community, they're in pain and 

we need  

 

[1:00:47 PM] 

 

them to be there as we transition out. So this fund is designed to get them to quickly and to help them 

transition to the new realities and be able to continue to serve our community across a variety of the 

non-profit sectors. We haven't spoken a lot about the childcare support and I really appreciate my 

colleagues supporting this. We have a lot of childcare centers that are on the verge of going out of 

business given where we are at this point in time. And this funding gives them that lifeline, it gives them 

the opportunity for grants so that they can keep their doors open and be there for the working families 

as we move forward. We cannot reopen, we cannot recover if we don't have childcare available. I'm 

really also excited about the work that councilmember Flannigan did  

 

[1:01:48 PM] 

 

in coming up with an innovative way for us to look at the small businesses, and recognizing that loans 

alone are not enough for those small businesses that and we need grants and we need technical 

support. And I'm listening for all of the funds, community organizations that can help us get this out the 

door quickly while maintaining the transparency and accountable. So I'm really -- and accountability, and 

I'm excited and appreciate my colleagues' support.  

>> Garza: Mayor, I believe councilmember tovo was next.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Councilmember tovo.  

>> Tovo: Thank you, mayor. I have a variety of different things I wanted to talk about. First of all, I want 

to verify that although 15 that the extension is just one year. I know we had a conversation about that 

earlier, but I just want to affirm that the motion that's before us on the consent agenda is for a one-year 

extension of that contract.  



>> Mayor Adler: That's my  

 

[1:02:48 PM] 

 

understanding. Does anybody object to that? Staff is okay with that is my understanding as well.  

>> Correct.  

>> Mayor Adler: So it is one year for item 15. Thank you.  

>> Tovo: And now I want to speak for just a minute on the item that I brought forward, item 57, along 

with my co-sponsors. As I said on the message board I think this is one of the -- one of the awkwardness 

of doing this work in this period of time is that we can't always talk about -- talk about our issues with 

those -- our colleagues on the council who would have been strong advocates. So I want to acknowledge 

councilmember Renteria and mayor pro tem Garza for all of your work on food access and again just to 

call your attention to the message board posts that given one of the pieces of this impact your district, 

we'd love to have an opportunity to work with you on this.  

 

[1:03:50 PM] 

 

This is the item that -- this is the item that would restore caregiver meals in aid and would start them in 

del valle ISD. It also provides direction to the city manager to continue the conversations they're having 

with other ISDs, at least one of which, pflugerville, has expressed an interest. And there will be ongoing 

conversations with Travis county as well about whether they can assist with the pieces that fall outside 

the city of Austin. You know, we are really sew bless understand this area in a have school districts in 

this area that immediately stepped up to address the needs of students to have food access for their 

students. And this proposal will allow for their caregivers to also access prepared meals. I know aid is 

considering a model that would involve restaurants in providing those prepared meals, and I  

 

[1:04:51 PM] 

 

just want to say that that is I think an ideal situation. We're also providing helping invest in employment 

for individuals who have been economically impacted by the coronavirus and the covid-19 pandemic. 

That is a model that I think we're really -- really helps us fill several of those important needs. In looking 

through strong towns, I know many of you are possibly on the strong town mailing list and attend some 

of their sessions. One of the -- they sent out a list of the top nine things they need to do and one is that 

make sure that people are fed. I want to commend city staff who have been making sure this happens in 

the city of Austin. Edwin Marty, who I hope we have an opportunity to hear an report from Ed who has  



 

[1:05:53 PM] 

 

been so collaborative with different organizations in our community, making sure that our neighbors 

who are food insecure, and we have many more neighbors who are food insecure than we did several 

months ago, making sure that they have access to this -- to the critical meals that they need. So thank 

you, Edwin and thank you for all of the work that you have done to support this resolution which came 

quickly. It builds on some work that staff is doing that puts us in a place we need to be in our community 

and in supporting our families. And I want to really thank aid and del valle for their pip in working 

through some of the details, and Ashley Richardson and my staff who has done tremendous work in 

getting a lot of these details worked out. In addition to having other city staff in our law department and 

intergovernmental regulations has come together quickly and everyone worked hard to get it done.  

 

[1:06:57 PM] 

 

So that is that. Mayor, at the appropriate time as we get through the consent agenda, I wanted to make 

a few comments. If you prefer me to do that now, I can or after we pass the consent agenda.  

>> Mayor Adler: Let's do it after we pass the consent agenda and that we we can get done with that.  

>> Tovo: Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember pool.  

>> Pool: Thanks, mayor and thanks to everybody on the dais for all of the other amazing, and what a 

wide array of additional new ways we can help our community. Everyday it's inspiring and I think we are 

also as a body infusing real hope and optimism into our work. And I think our community appreciates 

that and sees it and I know I do. And I am just blown away by the variety and the care and the 

inspiration that is in everybody's work. I don't think we're missing -- we're not dropping a stitch at all in 

any of this work. And I know there's even more to come.  

 

[1:07:57 PM] 

 

The speed with which our staff also is responding is really admirable and commendable so thank you, 

city manager cronk, for your leadership there. Appreciate it so much.  

>> Renteria: Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes, councilmember Renteria.  



>> Renteria: I also wanted to really give a shout-out to Ann kitchen on the nursing home resolution. 

Someone that my daughter-in-law, that's an lvn at one of these nursing home. Her mother also works at 

a nursing home. And her sister also works at a nursing home. So I've been very worried about the 

conditions that they were facing at one time. With this resolution that Ann has got there, I really want to 

thank her for bringing that up because I know it's needed there. I know that my  

 

[1:08:59 PM] 

 

daughter-in-law's mother had to be tested and thank god she came back negative, but those are the 

kind of conditions that these nurses are facing and I want to give a shout-out to the nurses in Austin.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay, thank you. Mayor pro tem Garza?  

>> Garza: I was able to get -- I pulled 7 because we were working on direction. I was able to get that 

direction this time. So I'll go ahead and read it and if there's no objections I don't have to pull 7 after all. 

It was about the criteria we understand that was used to possibly pick the sites for the locations where 

these food markets will be provided. Our understanding is of the four criteria to meet using that gis map 

and I'll be honest -- we didn't use that map, but if we're going to use it, instead of using  

 

[1:09:59 PM] 

 

three or four of the criteria, I would like the direction to be that they use any of the criteria. I'll read 

what the criteria is. If you are far from a healthy food retail, limited availability -- limited availability of 

nearby healthy food options. Three, limited household budget available for healthy food purchase. And 

four, have less access to a car or other transportation options. So the direction would be if it meets any 

of those criteria, any single one of them, that they would be eligible for this program.  

>> Mayor Adler: Any objection to that being added as the understanding? Hearing none --  

>> Garza: And I'll just quickly remark on this and I appreciate councilmember tovo addressing the item 

that she sponsored. I [background noise]... To be creative and provide different programs and great for 

our staff to try to think of different ways to  

 

[1:11:00 PM] 

 

address the incredible challenges of what we have. But this community -- del valle has been asking for a 

grocery store as long as I've been a councilmember and 10 years before that. So I would offer that 

maybe we don't have to be as creative with programs if we just address some things that people are 

asking for. And get them that grocery store so they're not making a trip to go pick up a meal and a trip to 



go pick up produce. People have actually solved that doing several trips and it's called a grocery store. 

So I hope that we can continue to concentrate on economic incentive opportunities to get that 

community the food access and access to things like diapers and toilet paper and all that that this 

community is desperately in need of.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay.  

 

[1:12:00 PM] 

 

Anybody else want to address the consent agenda? I may not be able to say your names.  

>> Ellis: Mayor, I have a few more words.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember Ellis.  

>> Ellis: I wanted to say a little bit more about the healthy streets initiative and appreciate my co-

sponsors working on it as well, Jimmy and Natasha and Delia and Greg. And I know Adam Greenfield did 

a lot of work on this petition as well, he was trying to get back on too, but he did send an email to 

everybody yesterday or the day before and it has over a thousand people from all districts, all parts of 

Austin that believe in this and want to see us utilizing our public spaces in a creative way during the 

covid crisis. And transportation and parks have really done a lot of work on this too to try to make sure 

that we're healthy and safe during this time. And thank you to Ted who has done amazing work in our 

outdoor spaces activism and  

 

[1:13:01 PM] 

 

George Cofer was on the list. And if you're listening one of these days the world will allow you to retire, I 

promise, but during this time we appreciate your leadership and it's been really cool to see so many 

people coming together and I wanted to extend my thanks to the community and council and our 

activists for doing this work.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Anyone else want to speak on the consent agenda? Yes, I want to thank --  

>> Mayor, councilmember harper-madison is trying to speak.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember harper-madison, go ahead. My screen is blacked out so you need 

to be audible for me at this time review. Councilmember harper-madison.  

>> Harper-madison: Thank you. I texted you so I wouldn't have to interrupt, but next time I will just 

interrupt. My kids do it all the time. I have a lot of practice. I wanted to speak on several things. I'll start 

with just piggybacking off of what councilmember Ellis had to  

 



[1:14:02 PM] 

 

say about healthy streets initiative. I'm super excited about seeing what the possibilities are here. I know 

we've heard before about how this pandemic has exposed a lot of our flaws as a municipality, but this is 

one of those times that we get to actively engage in taking a lookt how in neighborhoods that are lucky 

enough to have sidewalks, people are crowding on to five foot pathways next to 40-foot roads. But I 

think one of our speakers brought up earlier that not all neighborhoods have sidewalks and have the 

opportunity for people to access their streets in a way that's healthy. And we have other cities around 

the country and beyond that are, you know, just so much more advanced. London and Paris are using 

this pandemic as an opportunity to make massive investments in bike and pedestrian infrastructure and 

I really hope that this is an opportunity for us to be thinking big picture and sustainable future-facing 

infrastructure investment and change. But I also wanted to point out that in my mind's eye  

 

[1:15:02 PM] 

 

and some of the folks that I feel like I'm representing in my commentary, this effort isn't just about the 

benefit of joggers and cyclists and I think it's really important to note that. It's about people in 

wheelchairs who need to safely get to the pharmacy. It's about grocery store clerks and health workers 

who need to get to their bus stops. I think it has really brought appeal. I also think it's an opportunity for 

Austin to take the leading role in the country. And this is one of several items on our agenda that I'm 

really proud to be in support of. Councilmember tovo's initiative around caregiver meals so important. 

$2.2 million for food access to caregivers. I couldn't be more proud to be a part of this and it's so 

important. The pandemic has absolutely up ended our financial security. We heard from one speaker 

after another about financial security. Maybe off the record I'd like to figure out how we as a body can 

get information  

 

[1:16:03 PM] 

 

to folks about not compromising their health for covering the cost of living expenses. I know that there 

are options. I think I heard somebody say that they were considering foregoing their insulin and 

somebody said that they were having to consider whether or not to continue chairperson or cancer 

treatment as opposed to pay rent. I really hope that we are taking that commentary very seriously and 

following up with something comprehensive for them to recognize that you don't have to make those 

hard choices with us having so much assistance coming our way. We really need to reach down and 

make sure that people are getting the most granular information about how to not make those 

sacrifices for their health. So back to the food access initiative, I really think having access to healthy 

food is a big part of health and wellness. I'm so happy that parents and caregivers will have the  

 



[1:17:06 PM] 

 

ability to beat -- I -- to eat. I remember remembering in my formative experience, I remember the 

moment I realized we were poor. And that moment just happened to be recognizing that it was multiple 

days in a row that my siblings and I were eating food, but my mother wasn't eating food. And I just -- I'm 

so happy that we are able to help some families not experience that really troubling reality.  

[Background noise].  

[Background conversation].  

>> Mayor Adler: Someone has their phone turned on. Go ahead, keep speaking.  

>> Harper-madison: Sure, I was going to say that one of the final items I wanted to speak on was item 

number 23. It's not easy to run a small business or a non-profit.  

 

[1:18:08 PM] 

 

Not even in, quote, unquote, normal times. In a pandemic your non-profit is probably not enjoying any 

sort of tremendous outpouring of charitable donations right now. It's extremely difficult to run a small 

business when stay at home orders mean you literally have no business. I want to make certain that all 

the folks that were bold and brave enough and generous frankly enough to share their personal stories 

with us know that we hear you and we are definitely doing what we can as a body to address your 

concerns and considerations. They are ours. I know a lot of owners right now, business and non-profit 

owners, that are struggling with the tough choice between reopening and protecting their workers and 

their customers. And you know, I appreciate  

[indiscernible] Cowan brought it up earlier and  

 

[1:19:10 PM] 

 

these are tough choices and we all recognize that. And I think most of my colleagues have commented 

today about how we're being innovative and thinking through how to get to the other side of this crisis 

in a way that we helped as many people as we could. I also really appreciate some of the speakers who 

brought up that this is an impossible situation and so frequently, mayor Adler, like you say, it's the 

choice between a bad decision and a bad decision. And you know, somebody somewhere is going to fall 

between the cracks. And that's the reality right now. And we are just scrambling as a body and as a city, 

as a community to make it so that that doesn't happen. So I'm really excited to have this moving 

forward. We've seen the economic response dashboard, and it leads me to believe that this can be an 

effective tool for transparency, which was also brought up multiple times today. So this is another item 

that I'm very happy to be able to support. And then lastly, the  



 

[1:20:10 PM] 

 

community resiliency plan. What a great item to bring forward. I know that there were some folks who 

expressed some concerns around equity and transparency with this one and I really appreciate that they 

brought it forward because even if it wasn't laid out explicitly, it certainly is a part of our consideration 

and now obviously a part of the deliberation. You know, this pandemic really caught everybody off 

guard, but we can't say that nobody Warne us. We're one of the wealthiest cities in the wealthiest 

country, but the truth of the matter is for generations we have let so many neighborhoods just hang on 

by a thread and now covid-19 is compounding the lack of access to health care, grocery stores, as 

brought up again by mayor pro tem Garza, lack of access to transportation and quality jobs and 

economic mobility. We have the opportunity of a lifetime in my mind's eye to finally and fully address 

the major inequities that are the great shame, frankly, of our city.  

 

[1:21:10 PM] 

 

I think this really comprehensive plan can get us moving in that direction, although no one thing will be 

the magic bullet. I do appreciate the effort to find funding outside of the general fund, which we need to 

do more of. And it's better for us all if we're able to do that. But at the same time I really appreciate the 

opportunity to challenge staff. And the fact that staff is stepping up to be innovative and think outside of 

the box and change business as usual. And by that part, I mean, we can't just slap together another 

super happy plan with pretty words and then throw it on a shelf. And I think that's part of the frustration 

that the general public sometimes feels when we create policy. They want to see the practical 

application of the policy we create. And they want to see us document that rises to the challenges our 

city faces. I think some really strong and clear direction that doesn't just tell us about the kids nation, 

but really  

 

[1:22:10 PM] 

 

sort of explain -- the destination, but really explain the journey and how we'll get there is super critical. 

And lastly I'll say I think this is the moment that 10-1 council was made for. So I really look forward to us 

fulfilling the promise of true representation. And given our -- giving our entire community the equity it 

deserves. So just really proud to virtually sit on this dais with all of you today because there's a lot of 

really strong, powerful, life changing policy that's getting passed on this consent agenda. So thank you 

all.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Anyone else to speak on the consent agenda? Okay, I'm going to close out on 

that real fast. I'm not going to repeat what everybody said. I think there's some great items on this 



agenda that are really dealing with what needs to be dealt with from the chair that I'm sitting in right 

now, real high preference on tracing and  

 

[1:23:11 PM] 

 

testing. But also the vulnerable populations. And a lot of the work today in dealing with the vulnerable 

populations it is hard to watch and those numbers I think over time are going to even get more apparent 

as we look at the reflection not only of historic factors that are leaving people more susceptible, but's as 

we begin to open up -- but as we open up the economy, the people who have the least opportunities to 

decide whether or not they're going to stay home are again in a very cruel way our most vulnerable 

populations. Councilmember kitchen, I'm real appreciative of the nursing home issue. That's also 

something that is just one of the areas that we have to get under control and have to cocoon. We heard 

from the modeler talk about that, so thank you for taking that head on. We have to push on that harder 

and more completely than we are right now if we're going to be able to get ahead of that and  

 

[1:24:12 PM] 

 

basically take those people off the grid as we start doing what the governor is telling us to do. 

Councilmember kitchen, we cannot talk to each other because [indiscernible] On the proposed 

amendment. We can look at it over lunch. I like item number 59, which talks about funding.  

>> Kitchen: 60 you mean?  

>> Mayor Adler: 60, you're correct. You listed some possible uses of the dollars. I like all of those. That 

paragraph that extends between page three and page four. I think we also need to include in there the 

concept of to the degree that congress gives us the ability to replace revenue loss, we want to be able to 

do that. I looked at putting it in one of the other bullet points, except that that was more limiting than 

what congress may give us to be able to use that revenue  

 

[1:25:14 PM] 

 

loss for. So I had just proposed it as a fifth bullet point wherever they would let us use revenues, but if 

you have any concerns about that let me know or we can  

[indiscernible]. But that was just my thinking on that.  

>> Kitchen: Mayor, I'll take another look at it. I think it's fine as it is. I don't know if colleagues have had a 

chance to see it, but I would accept it as a friendly amendment.  



>> Mayor Adler: Great, thank you. All that does is say in all the things that staff is looking at that's being 

also asking them to take a look at using the money for revenue replacement as one of the options to 

consider. Does anybody have any objection to that amendment being included? If not, we'll include that 

and then we'll leave item number 60 on the consent agenda so it doesn't have to be called up separately 

later. Is that okay? Okay. The amendments is included with the consent agenda. Are we ready to take a 

vote?  

>> Garza: Is 60 is  

 

[1:26:14 PM] 

 

going -- if 60 is going on consent I wanted to clarify. And I appreciate councilmember kitchen for taking 

my amendment  

[indiscernible] And I wanted to briefly explain what I was trying to address there. And that is any specific 

funding that is specific from certain grants, one that [indiscernible], if that money can be used for 

vulnerable populations, and I believe that money is one that can be used for like drug treatment and 

reentry programs, I want us to prioritize that funding. It's my understanding that APD did have to submit 

a proposal that was actually already coming. So I'm not sure whether they can change that at this point. 

Obviously if they can't change T we can't change that. But if there is the opportunity to provide funding 

to organizations that -- or in our social services budget, to reentry programs or mental health  
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programs, that's what that amendment is meant to address.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Are you okay with that amendment or is that an amendment to number 60 that 

would have us pull 60?  

>> Garza: She's included it in her -- I believe, councilmember kitchen, it's in there,.  

>> Kitchen: Yeah.  

>> Alter: Mayor, and if I could just clarify. I appreciated mayor pro tem's clarification on what she meant 

by that. I'm a co-sponsor, but we didn't have a chance to talk about that piece. It's my understanding 

that the broad direction is to set up the spending plan to maximize our ability for council to accomplish 

all of our goals. And so if something were to come up that that balance didn't make sense, to allow us to 

accomplish the goals that we've expressed as a council that we would act to leverage our ability to do 

what we want as a council. I believe that was the  

 

[1:28:16 PM] 



 

intention. I just wanted to clarify that. And it does sound like that from what mayor pro tem is saying 

there that they would do that because some of the things, for instance, with the jag they couldn't do 

FEMA money for and other things. So I think that's consistent. I just wanted to clarify the intention of 

the.  

>> Mayor Adler: I think that's a really good clarification. Mayor pro tem?  

>> Garza: Yes.  

>> Mayor Adler: And I think that the overall arching direction to staff is don't see this as a restrictive 

measure. As much as you can do to the priorities you can, give us options for this conversation.  

>> Kitchen: So mayor, it sounds like we can put this item back on consent.  

>> Mayor Adler: That was my belief as well. So item number 60 is back on to consent. All right. Let's take 

a vote. Yes, councilmember kitchen?  

>> Kitchen: Just very, very quick comment on item number 60. I appreciate everybody  

 

[1:29:16 PM] 

 

working together to pull that together, and I particularly appreciate the city manager and our staff. We 

got a really good briefing on Tuesday and we're working towards on may 21st having the categories and 

some dollar amounts in them as buckets, understanding contingency and understanding the kinds of 

guidance that we have in this resolution. So thank you to everybody. I think we're on a good path to 

have the discussion about how we're using our federal dollars.  

>> Mayor Adler: Sounds good. 60 with my amendment is now on consent. Let's take a vote on the 

consent agenda. Those in favor of the consent agenda please raise your hand? Those opposed? It's 

unanimous on the dais. The consent agenda passes. It is 1:30. But wildfire we take a break -- but before 

we take a break, one personal  

 

[1:30:17 PM] 

 

privilege. Councilmember tovo, you and I talked about raising an issue.  

>> Tovo: Yeah, mayor, I appreciate it. I wanted to address a situation I learned about yesterday. 

Colleagues, yesterday I had a conversation with frank Fuentes of the hispanic contractors association, 

and was really distressed to hear that several of his members have reported incidents during which 

racist, hateful comments have been yelled at workers on construction job sites, were made to 

construction workers in other settings. And I know all of us condemn those acts of hate. Because we had 

a conversation on Tuesday at our work session about industries, including construction, where workers 



are testing positive, it seemed important today to raise in this setting and to send a strong message 

condemning these acts of hate and really urging our community not to turn our fears of the virus into 

fears of our neighbors. It is certainly appropriate  

 

[1:31:17 PM] 

 

to encourage our employers in all industries to make sure that their workers are provided with adequate 

safety equipment so that their employees can stay as safe and healthy as possible. I know 

councilmember Casar, you raised this in a message board post about how important it is to actively use 

your on resources and authority to ensure that employers are sustain is safe workplaces. And I believe it 

is possible that we don't have to choose between workers' safety and economic recovery. So again, I 

appreciate Mr. Fuentes for raising this issue, and certainly again would encourage our community to 

really come together and make sure that we're not in this time responding in racist, hateful ways.  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember tovo, thank you for addressing this.  

 

[1:32:17 PM] 

 

I received a call yesterday as well as communication from Mr. Fuentes. And Paul Saldana. And it was real 

distressing to hear. And I think you covered it really, really well. In stressful times like this I think we see 

both the best and the worst. We see incredible selflessness in this community and a willingness of 

people to really sacrifice and compromise and put at risk their lives and their health to help others. Their 

economic well-being to help others. The act of everyone staying at home was the largest display of 

selflessness I have ever seen. And we should celebrate that. That is who we are at our best. But as we 

saw earlier with the asian-american community as well, and now with the  
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reports that we're hearing, stressful times maybe bring that out, and that is no excuse. And it requires 

all of us to really redouble our efforts. There is no sitting idly by and seeing that and hearing that and 

not affirmatively addressing it and condemning it. And I know that members of this community will join 

in doing that. It has no place here in our city. Thank you for raising that issue, councilmember. Anything 

else before we take off? All right. It is 1:33 now. Do we want to come back at 2:30, give people an hour 

for lunch? And then we'll come back? When we come back, colleagues, just to go over the schedule, 

when we come back we are first going to  
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take up the non-consent items, the ahfc, the electric code, the Texas gas rates will be the first thing that 

we raise. So items 28, Texas gas, will go first, then the other non-consent items, 25, 28, 30, 31, 32, 63. 

Those are all things that I think are going to move very quickly. We'll then do the pulled items. The 

pulled items for us are 22, 54, 56 and 61. I will take the speakers on zoning first when we come up so 

that they can leave. There will be three speakers. And then we'll go into Austin gas. Any questions 

before we take a break for the next 55 minutes?  

 

[1:35:18 PM] 

 

Hearing none, at 1:35 this morning is recessed. We'll reconvene at 2:30. Bye.  

 

[2:35:57 PM] 

 

>> I don't know in what frame I'm opening this, so I still can't see everybody and I can't see the 

attendance.  

>> You have six. We have more than six.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Let's go ahead and -- it is 2:35. This is the city council meeting on may 7th. 

Remote meeting. Is council member harper-madison here?  

>> Harper-madison: Present.  

>> Mayor Adler: What about pro tem Garza?  

>> Garza: Here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member Renteria? We don't have Pio yet.  

>> Renteria: He's there.  

>> Mayor Adler: I see council member ca Syria as well. Can you hear me?sar as well. Can you hear me? Is 

council member kitchen here?  
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>> Kitchen: Yes, I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: What about council member Flannigan?  

>> Flannigan: I'm here.  



>> Mayor Adler: Council member pool?  

>> Pool: Yep, I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member Ellis?  

>> Ellis: Here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member tovo?  

>> Tovo: I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: I can hear you, too. And council member alter is here.  

>> Alter: I'm here.  

>> Mayor Adler: All right. So, let's pick up. I said first thing we're going to do is to hear from the speakers 

so we can let them go and then we'll move into the Texas gas rates case. How we doing with speakers? I 

have zoning cases to call up. Is Mario Cantu here?  

 

[2:38:01 PM] 

 

>> Mario Cantu is here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Why don't you go ahead and you can speak to us. You have three minutes.  

>> Okay, I just want to mention on this case, on the agenda that we appreciate Mr. Rivera working with 

us and with the affordable housing. And that those are going to be some things that are going to be  

-- where we'll need to be looking at in the future. I think we've been kind of a little lax on making better 

mfi and affordable housing on that. So I ask council to really kind of focus on that in the future.  

>> Mayor Adler: Great.  

>> That will be it. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you, Mario. Is Jamie Moore here? Jamie Moore, you have to press star-6 if you're 

here. What about max Elliot?  
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Is max Elliot here? Star-6. What about Michael Rivera?  

>> Hello. Yes, mayor. Yes, I'm here, but I was -- I'm representing the applicant. I was only ready to speak 

in case there were any questions.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Rivera, I appreciate that. Is Jerry here?  



>> Yes, mayor, I am.  

>> Mayor Adler: What's going to be the recommendation from 34?  

>> It will be for consent approval on second and third readings.  

>> Mayor Adler: Consent on second and third. Okay, it looks as if that's going to be heard, and we just 

heard from Mr. Cantu. All right. So, let's do this. Let's first do the Texas gas case so we can let the 

attorneys go. And then we'll come back and do the consent agenda, so a lot of  

 

[2:40:03 PM] 

 

the zoning speakers can go. Let's begin, staff, if you're ready with the gas case.  

>> Good afternoon. Good afternoon, mayor and council. Just a brief background. Texas gas service filed 

a statement of intent --  

>> Mayor, I can't hear anything.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. I think you need to get closer to your microphone or move it off speaker.  

>> Okay. I've got my headphones on. Sorry.  

>> Mayor Adler: I think we've all migrated off them, just using the computer speakers and the like.  

>> Okay.  

>> Mayor Adler: You're perfect.  

>> I'll begin again. On December 20th of 2019, Texas  
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gas service company filed a statement of intent to increase  

-->> Mayor Adler: Hold on one second. Do you have like a phone on or something else?  

>> No.  

>> Mayor Adler: Um --  

>> Getting feedback, though, I can hear it. Go ahead and talk, and let's see if we continue to get it.  

>> Mayor Adler: Good afternoon, and mayor and council. Rondella Hawkins. On December 20th of 2019, 

Texas gas service company filed a statement of intent to increase gas rates in all municipalities, 

exercising original jurisdiction within the city of Beaumont, the central Texas service area, which 

includes Austin, and gulf coast service area, effective  



 

[2:42:05 PM] 

 

February 6th of 2020. Simultaneously, the company submitted their rate application to the railroad 

commission, which has appellate authority over the city's rate actions. In its application, the company is 

seeking to increase rates by $15,670,445 per year. In addition, they are proposing to consolidate their 

central Texas and gulf coast service areas, and they're also proposing a new residential rate design and 

numerous tariff changes. Cities are regulatory authorities with original jurisdiction over gas rates, 

operations and services within their city limits. Taking effect for 90 days until may 6th of 2020, which has 

been extended to June 5th due to a change in procedural schedule. During this time, the city joined the 

coalition of 18 cities to facilitate its review and prepare a common response to the rate request. In 

addition, the city engaged experts to analyze the filing to  

 

[2:43:05 PM] 

 

conduct the discovery and make recommendations. The experts have determined that the proposed 

rate increase and system consolidation are unreasonable. The experts also determined that the 

company's proposal residential rate design encourages consumption. The parties are engaged in 

ongoing settlement discussions, but have not reached an agreement. The time has come to take final 

action on a request based upon the expert's review, we advise the city council to deny the company's 

rate request. The ordinance before you does the following three things. It finds the rates proposed by 

Texas gas are unreasonable and shall be denied. It requires tgs to maintain its existing rates within the 

city. D it directs tgf to reimburse the city's reasonable rate case expenses. Once council adopts the 

ordinance, the company will have 30 days to appeal the decision to the railroad commission, where it 

will be consolidated with pending case at the commission. Currently, the commission has until August 

4th to make a final decision on the rate request.  

 

[2:44:06 PM] 

 

After which time, we will come back to council for adoption of final rate. Outside counsel, Mr. Thomas 

Brocato and I are able to answer any questions you may have, and also would like to note that Larry 

graham with Texas gas service may want to make some remarks. That concludes my presentation. Thank 

you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Mr. Graham, do you want to say something?  

>> Yes, Mr. Mayor, just a few words. Thank you, mayor and council. Larry graham with Texas gas service. 

Good to be with you this afternoon, even under these unique conditions. I just wanted to take this 

opportunity to say a few quick things. First, Texas gas service continues to operate during the pandemic 



and providing the viable natural gas service to our customers in Austin. We are prioritizing the safe and 

health of our customers and  
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employees. Like most business, we've had to make changes to operations of practices in the field. In 

recognition of the current economic situation, back in March, we suspended all disconnects for 

nonpayment, currently through may 15th. We have a variety of payment options and alternative 

payment plans for our customers. We continue to work and communicate with Travis health and human 

services department as they administer or customer assistance funds. Recently, we made a contribution 

to our corporate foundation, the United Way foundation to help provide immediate relief for non-

profits and people most affected by the pandemic. And we'll also have it paid on the website for 

customers who need financial help with their bills. We filed the case December 20th  

 

[2:46:12 PM] 

 

well before the pandemic. We have voluntarily agreed to extend the deadline, so the new rates will go 

into effect in light of challenges of the current situation. We'll continue to work with the cities, and -- 

actively participated up to this point. Finally, the headquarters of Texas gas service, and we look forward 

to serving customers in the city and working cooperatively with the city of Austin in years to come as we 

all recover from the pandemic. That's all I have. Happy to answer any questions.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Colleagues, any discussion? Is there a motion to -->>  

Kitchen: I have a question.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member kitchen.  
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>> Kitchen: We received some recommendations or requests from different members of the 

community. Mr. Robins testified to that. This vote is -- has the staff looked at those suggestions or 

requests? And is there a half or a process for considering them?  

>> We are aware of the recommendations and are certainly incorporaing those into our discussions and 

negotiations into the rate settlement. And we have been communicating regularly with Mr. Robins. 

Regarding those.  

>> Kitchen: And so all of them have been incorporated into the process?  



 

[2:48:15 PM] 

 

>> All of them -- Thomas, would you like to respond?  

>> Sure, I can do that.  

>> Good afternoon, this is Thomas Brocato. I prepared a memo. I'm not sure if you received it. Kind of 

summarizing this matter. In that memo, I also addressed the issues that were raised by Mr. Robins. 

Additionally, I provided the staff some additional comments with respect to the petitions that he 

included in the letter that I think he provided to the mayor and to council members earlier this week. 

And yesterday, I had a 30-minute call with him. And in that call, I encouraged him to reurge his 

intervention in the railroad commission proceedings as soon as the city takes final action and make sure  

 

[2:49:17 PM] 

 

that, you know, he brings those issues to light as we continue settlement negotiation. In direct response 

to your question, yes, we've visited with him repeatedly. We support the positions that he's taken by 

and large. Maybe not to the degree that he's urged them. But we certainly have taken them into 

account.  

>> Kitchen: Yeah, I'm asking, because there's, like, nine organizations in addition to -- well, eight in 

addition to Mr. Robins who have highlighted four specific things that they thought should be considered. 

So, I'm just trying to understand the process. Buzz what we'd be doing today is cause what we'd be 

doing today is denying, and then it's appealed. And as part of the appeal, if I'm hearing you correctly, as 

part of the appeal, these things can be considered; is that right?  

>> That's correct. And I didn't mean to exclude the others. Frankly, I was unaware of their involvement 

until earlier this  

 

[2:50:18 PM] 

 

week when they submitted the letter. But I'm aware those are the same issues that Mr. Robinson is 

advocating for.  

>> Kitchen: Well, I'll just read them real quickly so we have them on the record. One is to establish a 

well-funded customer assistance program for low and moderate income rate payers. The second is to 

restructure residential rates by cutting the monthly fee and charging a premium to high users. The third 

is to establish a renewable energy research fund. And the fourth is to collect full capital recovery fees. 



And what I'm understanding you say is that next step in the process is the appeal process, and these 

types of things can be considered as part of that?  

>> Correct.  

>> Kitchen: Or as part of any settlement that occurs?  

>> That is also correct.  
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Indeed, of the part of our coalition, 17 have taken action. Just an hour ago, tgf appealed the decisions, 

the denial decision for a handful of those other cities and they will continue to appeal those. And those 

appeals will be rolled into the pending railroad commission case.  

>> Kitchen: Okay, thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Is there a motion to deny the rate request on item number 28? Council 

member alter makes the motion. Seconded by council member pool. Any further discussion on this 

item?  

>> Tovo: Mayor, I'm going to support the denial. As council member kitchen just articulated, there are 

particular recommendations and so I'm going to support the  
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denial with the additional direction they support that our staff use those recommendations from 

community advocates, including -- that were included an contained within the letter that was sent by 

Tim Robbins.  

>> Mayor Adler: So you're suggesting additional instruction?  

>> Tovo: I say that we deny it today with the additional drax to staff that they consider the 

recommendations, although the recommendations that were contained within that letter.  

>> Mayor Adler: That they consider those recommendations? Anybody have any objection to that? 

Hearing none, that direction to consider that is added. Any further discussion on the motion to deny the 

rate increase? Take a vote then. Those in favor, please raise  

 

[2:53:20 PM] 

 



your hand. Those opposed. Appears to me that everyone on the dais voted in favor of the denial of the 

rate increase. Okay. Let's go to the next item.  

>> Mayor Adler: Jerry, you want to take us through the consent agenda real fast on zoning?  

>> Sure. Jerry with the planning and zoning department. Item 34. Staff is offering this case for consent 

approval on second and third reading. This is the case that Mr. Cantu spoke of earlier. Item 35 is case c-

1420020. Staff is requesting a postponement of this item to may 21st. Item 36. This is a postponement 

request by the applicant to June 11th.  
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Item 37. The applicant is requesting a postponement of this case to June 11th. Item 38, a postponement 

request by the staff to June 4th. Item 39 is c-14-2019-0003. This is postponement request by the staff to 

may 21st. Item 40 is c-14-85-288.8, postponement request to may 21st. Item 41 is c14-2020-0015. 

Postponement request by the staff to may 21st. Item 42 is c-14-2019-0137. This is the delwau 

campgrounds case. Staff recommending approval on second reading only.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay.  

>> And that concludes the zoning, mayor. And if I could, when we're done with the zoning, I'd like to do 

one of the nonconsent public  

 

[2:55:25 PM] 

 

hearing items as related to the case I just read. That would be item 29.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. And it would be postponing item number 29 to --  

>> June 11th, the date changed this morning 678  

>> Mayor Adler: To June 11th. Okay. We'll get there in just a second. Is there a motion to approve the 

consent agenda on zoning? Council member pool makes a motion. Is there a second? I need a second.  

>> I'll second. There's a couple hands up.  

>> Mayor Adler: I just can't see the hands. So I appreciate that. Council member Ellis second that. Any 

discussion on the zoning consent agenda? Seeing none and hearing none, let's take a vote, those in 

favor of the consent agenda, please raise your hand. Those opposed. I don't see any no hands. Are there 

any?  

 

[2:56:26 PM] 



 

>> Mayor, I just need to confirm that the delwau case is not on consent, right? I saw we has some 

speakers.  

>> Mayor Adler: For second reading only.  

>> It is on consent?  

>> Mayor Adler: For second reading only.  

>> I thought we had some speakers who were -- you called one of them, max Elliot. Was he not 

available?  

>> Mayor Adler: I called for the speakers earlier and I recognized everybody who was here.  

>> I see. I'm going to vote against that and I want to make a quick comment. We had, you know, going 

back through some of the earlier transcripts on that, and the first time it came through in August 2018, 

there was a lot of conversation about making it an event space, having people come and kind of enjoy 

their time in that area. We heard lots of concern from the nearby residents about the appropriateness 

of that site for that use. On our last council meeting, we had nearby neighbors express some similar 

concerns. And in the course of that conversation on the dais, the applicant indicated that actually the 

intent was to create long-term housing, which  
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was not consistent with the conversations that had gone on before that. And I don't believe are 

consistent with the conversations they're having with planning commission. And so, you know, I just 

want to call that out. We'll have more opportunity on third reading hopefully to hear from neighbors 

about that. Emails and support over this last week talking about, you know, about the importance of this 

rezoning for tourism. So, you know, it's shifted -- the purpose of it has shifted depending on which 

direction the conversation went. But I thought we heard compellingly from max Elliot of urban roots and 

from some of those nearby neighbors that the kind of uses being contemplated for this site would be 

pretty impactful given the nature of that road and the nature of that particular area and its impact on 

surrounding neighbors. So, I look forward to the conversation on third reading, and hope that we can 

hear from some of the residents and really  

 

[2:58:29 PM] 

 

get a concrete understanding from the applicant of what the intent is here.  

>> Mayor Adler: Sounds good. We'll do that on third reading.  

>> In the meantime I'm available.  



>> Mayor Adler: I can now see everybody's hands. Council member pool, then council member harper-

madison, then council member alter.  

>> Pool: Great. Kathy, thanks for flagging that. I had anticipated that we would hear from the urban 

roots folks, too. We did get a really good letter from urban roots explaining the impact, the economic 

impact and the physical impact that the virus is having on their operations, and so I want to -- and I also 

know that the neighbors have been talking with the applicant in trying to find a reasonable compromise 

to address their concerns. So I'd like to show my vote as an abstention. I voted no on first reading.  
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I'm going to abstain this time to acknowledge the work that possibly hopefully is under way with the 

neighbors, and then also in some hopes that we are focusing on the legitimate concerns that are also 

being expressed by the folks at urban roots. That's a really important program, and their operations are 

really vital to the community. And this -- I want to make sure that if we approve want to make sure if we 

approve something in this area that it does not have long-lasting and negative affects on that 

organization. So show me as an abstention on that item.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Councilmember harper-madison.  

>> Harper-madison: Thanks for recognizing me. Yeah, I also have heard a great deal from our 

constituents in district 1, both in opposition and in support. And on my end I perceive more in the way 

of support. So I look too for the opportunity for us as a body to hear from the community at large and 

not just a handful of folks which I'm getting some push back on  

 

[3:00:31 PM] 

 

the end of support, in that the supported voices aren't being as amplified as the opposition. My office 

has been working with the applicant here -- I'm sorry?  

>> Mayor Adler: Keep going.  

>> Harper-madison: And the neighbors, frankly. And it hasn't always been -- thanks to everyone being 

stretched thin by the pandemic, right? So I look forward to more conversation. It's my understanding 

that the negotiations have been productive, though, and that there's a consensus to move forward on 

the second reading with the understanding that there would be an opportunity for the neighbors, for 

urban roots, which I also have a great deal of respect and appreciation for, and the applicant. And so I'm 

certainly looking forward to us having the opportunity to facilitate a conversation and hope both sides 

will keep up their collaboration in the interim and hopefully at the end of the day my hope is that we'll 

be able to make a deal that everyone will be okay  

 



[3:01:32 PM] 

 

with by the time it comes to the dais again. So I'm looking forward to seeing progress here and I feel 

confident that we will.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember alter.  

>> Alter: I'm not going to repeat what everyone else has said. I'm going to vote no on this reading and 

look forward to hearing more on the third reading.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. With those notations made, the motion is on consent. Councilmember Renteria?  

>> Renteria: Yes. And I'm going to be supporting this. My constituents that just live directly south of this 

location there, and it's -- and they live in an area there that have nothing, no groceries, there's no 

entertainment center there. It just -- and it's a huge neighborhood, but 183 just divided them and 

isolated  
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them because they did away with bolm road, the only access they had to h.e.b.'s. Now they have to get 

further out to get around there. And that's why I supported it the first time, and also going to be 

supporting it this time because, you know, microstations really want to be able to -- my constituents 

really want to take advantage of what's out there and right now there's nothing.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. There's been a motion and a second. Those in favor of the consent agenda?  

>> Mayor?  

>> Mayor, sorry to interrupt, this is Jerry rusthoven, one correction, item 41 was toll a postponement to 

June -- was actually a postponement to June 4th.  

>> Mayor Adler: June 4th. All right, motion and a second with some indicated votes. We ready to take a 

vote? Those in favor of the consent agenda raise your hand? Those opposed?  
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It's unanimous on the dais except for as indicated on item number 42, which passes on second reading. 

All right. That is the zoning agenda. Let's do then the non-pulled items. Austin housing finance 

corporation? Let's go ahead and recess the city council meeting here at 3:03 

 

[See separate transcript for Austin Housing Finance Corporation meeting] 



 

 Also we're now at 3:19 we're going to reconvene the city of Austin city council  
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meeting here on may 7th, being virtually held with a full dais, everybody is here. We're now going to 

continue on with some of the public hearing items. We postponed item number 26. It's to be 

postponed, the hearing kept open to 5-21. That's item number 25. I'm sorry, 25 we just did. 26 is the 

item being postponed to 5-21. Item number 27 is also being postponed. Also is item number 29 that is 

postponed to June 11th. This goes with one of the zoning cases that's being postponed. So let's take up 

those two votes first. Is there a motion to  

 

[3:20:35 PM] 

 

postpone item 28 -- same other, item number 26 to 5-51 and item number 29 to June 11th? Mayor pro 

tem makes a motion. Seconded by councilmember alter. To postpone and keep the public hearings 

open. Please raise your hand? It's unanimous on the dais, those two items postponed. Item number 27 

is the electric code public hearing. Does staff want to lay that out.  

>> Good afternoon, mayor and council. Beth culvert, building official and acting director for the 

development services department. Can everybody hear me?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes.  

>> Okay. So item number 27 is for the adoption of the 2020 national electrical code. It's fitting that we 

bring this today during national electrical safety month. This code provides a national standard for 

electrical installation associated with residential,  
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commercial and industrial buildings and structures. The national electrical code is adopted by the state 

of Texas with the 2020 addition having an effective date of September first. We're therefore requesting 

the same effective date of September 1st for our local adoption and amendment to align with the state. 

This ordinance is the result of working with stakeholders and with the electrical board to reduce and 

clarify our local amendments. We received support from stakeholders and have the recommendation of 

the electrical board. I'm here today along with our electrical inspections supervisors, Eric Zimmerman 

and martin sterate, should you have any questions about the ordinance.  



>> Is there a motion to pass the electrical code and with the local amendments? Councilmember harper-

madison makes the motion. Is there a second to that motion? Councilmember Casar seconds that. Any 

discussion? Those in favor of the code amendments please raise your  

 

[3:22:37 PM] 

 

hand. Those opposed? It's unanimous, and that item passes. Thank you very much. That gets us to item 

number 30, 31 and 32, which are the three affordable housing measures. Again, we've already called 

people speak on these items. Is there a motion to approve items 30, 31 and 32? Mayor pro tem makes 

the motion. Councilmember Casar seconds. Is there any discussion on these three items? Let's take a 

vote to approve them and close the public hearing. Those in favor please raise your hand. Those 

opposed? It's unanimous on the dais. Those three items pass. That gets us then to item number 63, the 

judicial committee. It's to approve the appointment of a substitute judge. Is there a motion to approve  

 

[3:23:38 PM] 

 

this item number 63? Councilmember Flannigan makes the motion. Is there a second? Councilmember 

harper-madison seconds that motion. Any discussion on the appointment? Councilmember pool.  

>> Pool: I just wanted to acknowledge the really great judges that we have identified on these 

appointments. I appreciate the splitting between two of them to add an additional person to help with 

the situation with the covid, and I appreciate the appointment -- potential appointment of Carey key as 

substitute judges. Good job.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Let's take a vote then. Those in favor of this appointment, number 63, please 

raise your hand. Those opposed raise your hand. It's unanimous on the dais, item number 63 passes.  

 

[3:24:39 PM] 

 

Item number 65 in executive session will be the very last thing to take up. I think that gets us to the 

pulled items. Let's first take up item number 22. Which is the resiliency officer. Do you want to lay this 

out, councilmember pool?  

>> Pool: I'm happy to. I'll make a motion to approve item 22. I also wanted to point everybody to the 

message board where there were amendments, and I want to include in my motion the amendments 

from mayor pro tem Garza and councilmember Ellis as written. Councilmember Flannigan also offered 

some amendments and I will also take them as friendly with the exception of the deletion of the 

community resilience officer. And the reason for that is the position is key to the effort and to our staff's 

ability to identify and secure necessary funding for  



 

[3:25:39 PM] 

 

the plan and its implementation. So that's the motion --  

>> Mayor Adler: Councilmember pool makes the motion. Is there a second to the motion as made? 

Councilmember tovo seconds the motion. Discussion? Councilmember pool, you can go first for you 

wanted to.  

>> Pool: I laid it out on Tuesday. I'm happy to make some additional comments if there are questions 

and then some closing thank you's.  

>> We'll recognize you to close.  

>> Pool: Thanks.  

>> Mayor Adler: Further discussion on this item? Councilmember Flannigan.  

>> Flannigan: So I'd like to move that last amendment, the striking of that phrase on line 67.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember Flannigan offers an amendment. Is there a second to 

councilmember Flannigan's amendment? Councilmember harper-madison seconds it. It's been moved 

and seconded. Councilmember Flannigan, do you want to address did?  

>> Flannigan: So just to be clear, this doesn't remove the concept of a chief resilience officer. What my 

concern was with  

 

[3:26:39 PM] 

 

this passage was that the funding of that officer would come from a private third-party. And I have 

concerns with private funding [background noise]. So we're not -- I'm not saying that there shouldn't be 

a chief resilience officer. The manager is going to go figure out what that all means, but I don't think it 

should be funded by a private entity.  

>> Pool: Mayor, I'd like to maybe have Miriam respond to that. There may be other folks who want to 

comment on that.  

>> Mayor Adler: Does your motion require for private funding of that position or does it allow --  

>> Pool: It allows -- thanks for that question, mayor. It doesn't require it. It allows for it. It is how the 

resilience officers have been funded in Houston, Dallas and.  

>> Ellis:.  

-- And el paso.at least initially.  
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And we do accept grants from non-profits a lot. And the public-private partnership approach to our 

funding sources and revenues is a really important aspect of the work we do.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Let's let some other people talk. We're on the amendment now offered by 

councilmember Flannigan. Any further discussion? Councilmember harper-madison. You're commuted. 

Councilmember harper-madison I almost do it. I recovered. I appreciate the resolution as a whole. I also 

really appreciate the contributions by way of amendments. And thank you, councilmember pool, for 

flagging that potential problematic element with the private funding, but I think with councilmember 

pool saying that that's an option, I wonder if there's a way to work out the conflict there. And then the 

other thing I wanted to ask, and maybe nuria can answer this one too. Given that grant funding is  
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not permanent, I'm just wondering what would happen moving forward if we didn't secure the grant 

that would otherwise cover the cost of this executive level position. I'm trying to get more clarity on 

what that looks like for longevity purposes.  

>> Pool: And that may be something that the city manager can weigh in on or the deputy city manager, 

but with the resolution we're looking for the framework and asking them to come back with the 

information. And it's a question that I have as well because if the resilience plan and the resilience 

officer in fact become the important elements of our process going forward with the inclusion of all our 

communities and the focus on equity and excellence, then we will want to continue it. So we'll obviously 

be needing to make sure that we have sustained funds for it  

 

[3:29:40 PM] 

 

and that's what I'm hoping the staff will come back to us with that information. Good questions.  

>> Harper-madison: Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Mayor pro tem Garza, did you have something? You're muted.  

>> Garza: I keep hearing this -- it sounds like it's being talked about as if -- this is not approving any new 

position. It is my understanding that it is -- and I had my hand raised in the beginning so I'm going to 

make some comments about the resolution in general, but I had also read about the concerns of public -

- I'm sorry, private dollars being used to push public policy. And how that was one of the lessons learned 

maybe from the 100 resilient cities. And I hate to say something  

 



[3:30:41 PM] 

 

that I'm not 100% sure is true, but I've heard that some resilient officers are funded by like private 

organizations like oil and gas. So I see where there's a conflict that we're talking about how things are 

funded and who's funding them and how that can restrict the policy that is created. But I -- I would 

prefer that private dollars be not funded. I would prefer that we won't create another position, but I'll 

speak to that later. But yeah, that's all I wanted to add.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember kitchen.  

>> Kitchen: I just wanted to say that I think that I understand the concerns about private dollars funding 

the position and I would share those concerns, but I think that we would -- we can deal with that at the 

point that we now whether or not that's even available because we would want to have protections 

both from  
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the standpoint of influence and also from the standpoint of the importance of continuing a position. So 

I'm reading the language that's in the resolution right now as allowing for, but not requiring. So I 

wouldn't want to limit our scope of of what we could explore in terms of partnering with the global 

resilient cities network. I wouldn't want to limit it now. I would want to understand what's available to 

us. So I wouldn't want to strike in funding a chief resilience officer because we're limiting our scope 

before we even know what the options are. So that's what my thinking would be.  

>> Mayor Adler: I'm going to vote against the amendment for that reason as well. I think that at this 

stage we can be exploring the creation and this enables the staff to explore it as much as they think is  

 

[3:32:44 PM] 

 

appropriate. I have shared the same reservations that my colleagues have expressed, but I think the 

time to raise those would be if our staff comes back and proposes something that doesn't make sense or 

doesn't fit with us. For right now I don't want to limit the exploration of the agreement. I think to Veit it 

is the -- to create it is the right thing. Any other discussion? Councilmember Flannigan, councilmember 

alter.  

>> Alter: You know, it's challenging in any circumstances when we're doing lots of things, but I think over 

the last couple of weeks trying to catch up where everyone is and putting our heads around things is 

challenging. And in this case I'm not going to support what councilmember Flannigan is proposing 

because I think it's pretty clear that he's exploring -- this is exploring funding assistance with funding and 

I don't think we want to preclude options until we understand what the opportunities might be.  



 

[3:33:44 PM] 

 

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. We'll take a vote on the Flannigan amendment. Those in favor please raise your 

hand. Councilmember Flannigan, harper-madison, the mayor pro tem and councilmember Casar. Those 

opposed raise your hand? The balance of the dais. The amendment does not pass. We're now back to 

discussion on the main motion. Further discussion? Mayor pro tem.  

>> Garza: I want to thank councilmember pool for taking my amendments as friendly. I heard a lot of 

discussion about the inclusion of equity in this process and a broader effort, but I wasn't able -- I didn't 

feel like it was as emphasized in the resolution. So that is much of why I added what I added. But one 

part of the discussion on Tuesday was that this was going to be -- not going to be general fund dollars. 

And I haven't seen a case  
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where a big executive position in a city is funded starts with grant funding and then when that grant 

funding ends the person doesn't have a job anymore. The city continues to fund that position. So I want 

-- if we are indeed going to go down this road, I don't think it's fair to set this expectation that hey, this 

isn't city dollars, this is private funding and it's never going to touch our general fund because in fact 

that has happened I believe in every single city where a chief resilience officer has been hired. It started 

with grant funds and now they're funded out of the general fund. I have big hesitations. I appreciate the 

speakers who mentioned that they were cautiously supporting the resolution. I'm not a fan of creating 

another position for somebody with likely a six-figure salary. I think it's important to pay people what 

they're worth and I'm so grateful  

 

[3:35:44 PM] 

 

for our city staff, but I'm not very keen on supporting another staff position. I also don't want -- and 

councilmember harper-madison, you made some comments earlier that were amazing and it kind of 

seemed like you were talking to this issue because they were along the lines that I was going to say and I 

think that somebody -- I saw something on social media about are we creating just another PDF here. So 

I have concerns about possibly creating just another PDF that's going to get shelved, I guess virtual letter 

shelved is what PDF's do. And I know our minority community is senior tired. If we're going down this 

path of equity, this position, this work, this plan, whatever it ends up being, has to be housed in my 

opinion under the equity office. Because they're really doing the work right now in reaching out to our 

community and figuring out how we become resilient. But in remaining an eternal optimist because I 

feel like  
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you have to be in this position, can't do this work unless you're an optimist in a lot of ways, I can support 

this with the additional amendments about emphasizing equity. I read a couple of articles. I put one in 

the backup about the demise of the 100 resilient cities. And it was very interesting. I encourage y'all to 

read some of the -- if -- I'm sure we're all so busy. I thought you hit it the best. Basically the priorities 

became so big for this effort. For some people resiliently is climate. For some people resiliency is 

different for every single community and one of the lessons learned is you have to focus in on 

something. And one of the ways that people tried to focus on the resilient plans is let's talk about 

vulnerable people and lives because they weren't able to produce any outcomes. All these plans had 

been done and there were nor  
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quantifiable outcomes coming from them. And so that essentially led to the end of the 100 cities. Now 

it's been renamed. And they were significantly spending a lot of money on this policy and these ideas 

and there was no real outcomes being made. I also want to point out that it's the irony of a plan that 

addresses our most vulnerable being named resilient because the reality is our most vulnerable 

community are the most resilient people in our community because when you are forced out of your 

home you have to become resilient and you can't pay. When you get a phone call that your child has 

been killed by a police officer, you have to become resilient. When you have to work several jobs to feed 

your children, you become resilient. I volunteered at the food  
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bank, one of the distribution centers a couple of weeks ago, I can't remember, and it was the same 

feeling I got walking up and handing out food during this crisis that I got when I did it before I was a 

councilmember in dove springs and seeing 500 people before the crisis we were in, 500 people lined up 

at 6:00 A.M. In this community because they didn't have food. I think that we know what makes a 

community resilient. It's access to affordable health care, it's access to healthy food, it's better job 

opportunities. It's addressing racial biases, it's a justice system that doesn't favor the powerful. Our 

black and brown communities have time and time again supported environmental issues andner tired of 

us waiting to address the issues that really affect them and it should not be something that we do during 

this crisis. So I hope that whatever this processes it's really something actionable and I  

 

[3:39:47 PM] 



 

hope just as the minority and black and brown community have come together to support 

environmental things and saving trees and all those very important things, you know, when central 

health closed clinics in east Austin because pa of concerns about being able to provide a safe 

environment, I would have loved to have ever person on this dais calling central health and asking them 

to open up. When -- and maybe you do. Every time we get an email about a police shooting I wonder if 

you have the feeling in your stomach, that awful dreadful feeling of which district did it happen in, one, 

two, three or four? Reading that email, which district did it happen in? When president trump decides 

he's going to, you know, have ice raids and the feeling that you get when you know that families are 

about to be separated. And how it's going to affect your community. So bottom line, I'm sorry I've taken 

a lot of time up here, I just want to express  

 

[3:40:49 PM] 

 

this has got to be an actionable plan, it's got to be -- it's got to be driven by community needs. It's got to 

be the Austin plan. Because our black and brown community are tired of plans and tired of headlines 

and tired of reports. They want action. So however we move forward with this, it's got to be something 

that really means something and makes change and it can't just be another. Thank you.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. Further discussion? Councilmember harper-madison.  

>> Harper-madison: You're muted.  

>> Harper-madison: There it is. It wasiving me a hard time unmuting it. I want to say I really appreciate 

all of the comments made by my colleague just now. Those are all the same concerns. The one that I 

have, but too that I'm fielding. I'm also simultaneous in wanting to thank councilmember pool for 

bringing it forward because  

 

[3:41:49 PM] 

 

I do think this is another opportunity for us to get it right in this city. And thank you for recognizing that 

my comments were applicable to this one, mayor pro tem Garza, because they were. I made the mistake 

of thinking that this was on the consent agenda and so the comments that I made earlier were directly 

pointed at this item. And recognizing that members of our communities, they want action action, they 

want to see the practical application of the policy that we sit up here and deliberate. I'm proud to be on 

this resolution and I look forward to seeing how it plays out as well. And positively. I feel optimistic that 

we can figure out the parts that need to have special attention paid to them.  

>> Mayor Adler: Further discussion. I'm going to support this because I don't think that it necessarily set 

a new executive position.  

 



[3:42:49 PM] 

 

It certainly explored that. It could be a current executive, see how responsibilities are moved. I thought 

that the mayor pro tem gave a really good defense for why it is we need a resilience officer. And I think 

that those are the kinds of things that actually [inaudible] In that discussion. I look forward to seeing 

what staff comes back with if this passes. Councilmember tovo.  

>> Tovo: Thank you. I think several of you, my colleagues today, have said we're doing really important 

work today and I think this is one of our finer moments as a council. All of us have worked on the 

different initiatives that are coming forward together and I appreciate the way as a council we're 

responding to the immediate needs and also looking closely at the disparity -- the deep disparities in our 

community that this pandemic has especially highlighted.  

 

[3:43:49 PM] 

 

And how we move forward as a community together and make sure that we are together building an 

Austin where everyone can 35. And you know, I'm excited and I want to just pause and appreciate 

councilmember pool for your leadership on this. We have -- as has been said, we certainly have climate 

change plans and plans in place that have helped us move forward and areas of environmental 

sustainability and environmental resiliency. And this is going to help us unify so many of our efforts 

across housing and environmental sustainability and economic justice. And I really appreciate you 

helping us learn from our current time and take together all the wonderful work that our staff has done 

and councils before us in initiating policy work and  

 

[3:44:50 PM] 

 

kind of pulling us into this global movement that I think is going to make a very impactful change here in 

Austin. So thank you again for your leadership on Tuesday. I thank your staff as well, but I'm going to 

recognize Louise and Shannon on my staff and many other community members who worked. But I 

know those two have really worked tirelessly on this along with you. So thank you again for your 

leadership.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember pool, do you want to close?  

>> Pool: Thanks a lot. And yes, yes to all that the mayor pro tem said. And yes to all that my colleague, 

councilmember harper-madison said. Absolutely all of those things, we are all thinking in the same way. 

Frankly some of my -- some of my motivation and frankly passion behind moving a community 

resilience, resolution here, and for the city to pivot to the broader  
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meta, which is resilient for our community because everything we do fits under that and is that. Last 

summer I was looking at the work that we were trying to do with the climate resilient and just felt like 

we had really strong support in the community, on the dais and we were taking the right votes and we 

were saying -- the rhetoric was right and we were focused and directive and everything. And then things 

do move slowly here and we can -- we were only able to do things at the city level. Like we can require 

that our fleet be electric, but we can't require the community's fleet to be electric, we can only 

incentivize it. So part of my motivation for this was to try to extend that conversation and force the 

conversation into the community and have the community respond back in how they see us making  
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actionable their desires for resilience and also further motivating the business community, for example, 

and industry to take the necessary steps that we've done at the city, for example, with our workforce, 

but which they're slower at doing. And now with the pandemic on top of us and a lot of telework and 

telecommuting underway, I'm told by our friends on the commissioners' court that they are going to be 

talking about on their agenda next Tuesday a resolution to have a 75% goal for telework, telecommuting 

at the county. And I think part of -- when we look back at all the things Thate've done in order to rework 

our processes because we can't meet together, we will be  
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looking for the best pieces of the changes that we've had to make and make them part of the way 

moving forward. We keep hearing that things will never be like they were the end of 2019, that our 

world has changed and some parts of that I want to embrace, some parts of it scare me. But what I 

know from both wanting to embrace and being afraid and scared, which I think is pretty normal, frankly, 

with the kind of I am permanance that -- impermanence that we're working with right now is we will be 

able to look back at some point of everything that we've done in the last two months and going forward 

and find the best parts of changes that we've made and codify them and make them part of our 

permanent processes going forward. So it's like a real watershed time. So thank you all for the additional 

insights and creativity and just the care and attention that we've  

 

[3:48:57 PM] 

 

been giving all along not just to the things I've brought today and previously, but to all the work of the 

dais. So then I just want to finish with some thank yous. This was a major effort for my office, so I want 



to thank my co-sponsors, the mayor, councilmembers tovo, harper-madison and alter, and their staffs 

for contributing to this initiative to all my colleagues for getting the conversation started and extending 

it. I hope and intend for this work of resiliency to be a collaborative process to address disparities and 

make our community stronger. I'm grateful for the passion and the depth of knowledge devoted to this 

initiative by commissioner Katie Klein, my colleague councilmember Flannigan, his appointee to the 

environmental commission, as he mentioned on Tuesday. She was a tremendous lift and a tremendous 

asset. I want to thank our expert  
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staff in several departments for their guidance. In particular our deputy, our new deputy manager nuria, 

you've really brought a lot to the job here in Austin and I'm so glad you're working side by side with our 

city manager. And also to Elba serrano from the office of innovation who advised us given her deep 

experience in community organization and resilient work. And I'm grateful always for the broad 

spectrum of support this initiative in particular has gathered from social justice advocates, groups 

focused on food sustainability and older adults, parks and environmental groups and sister governing 

bodies. Thank you all for your assistance and input. We are all working together for a more resilient 

Austin. You all have gotten letters and indications of support from the array of clubs. Just really quick I 

want to take a shout-out to the  
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Austin Sierra club, Austin up, age of central Texas, conservation history association of Texas. Refugee 

services of Texas, planning our community, sustainable food center, Travis county commissioner Bridget 

Shea, public citizen, public green and wild. A couple of individuals, David [indiscernible] And Tom what 

would. Save Barton creek association. The shoal creek conservancy. Workers defense project and 

Waterloo greenway. And there may be some that misses and if so I apologize. To thank you, thank you 

everybody for all that you've brought to the table on this initiative. I know it has improved.  

>> Mayor Adler: Let's take a vote. Those in favor of this item number 22 please raise your hand. Those 

opposed? Unanimous on the dais. That gets us to item number 54, which was pulled by  

 

[3:52:03 PM] 

 

councilmember Flannigan. Do you want to state why you pulled it?  

>> Flannigan: Yeah, let me pull up my notes. I wasn't sure when that was going to hit. 54, oh, right. So 

I've had a little bit of feedback from members of the community on this. I can kind of go one of two 

ways. I have a legal question that we can handle in executive session or we could just postpone this to 



the 21st and then I can get my more detailed questions answered. So mayor, with your permission I'll 

move to postpone item 54 to the 21st.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. There's a motion to postpone this item. Is there a second to the motion to 

postpone. Mayor pro tem seconds. Discussion on the motion to postpone?  
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>> Tovo: Mayor? I was going to ask councilmember Flannigan, I don't know if you want to share, but if 

you have some -- I just wanted to invite you to share some of your questions so we could be thinking 

about them if you feel comfortable doing that. If not --  

>> Flannigan: It kind of treads on how the agreement works and some of the work related to this. I don't 

know that this is necessarily the forum to begin to dig into it, but I can relay those questions. I just 

needed a little more time to work on that. I'll get my legal questions answered through law and make 

sure the staff distributes those answers to everybody.  

>> Tovo: That would be terrific. Thank you.  

>> Flannigan: No problem.  

>> Garza: I have a a question. If we postpone this can we quickly talk about this in executive session? 

Because we're doing exec at the end and then --  

>> Mayor Adler: We can do that.  

>> Garza: Okay.  

>> Mayor Adler: We could do that because it would be in order for anybody to move to reconsider it. So 

there's been a motion to  
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postpone until our next meeting. Any discussion? Let's take a vote. Those in favor of postponing please 

raise your hand? Those opposed, it's unanimous on the dais this item is postponed until our next 

meeting, which I think is the 21st. That gets us to item number 56, which is the eviction ordinance. 

Flannigan, you pulled this.  

>> Flannigan: Yes, mayor. I posted an amendment on the message board. I believe it was sent out 

related to tenant -- the tenant response.  

>> Mayor Adler: Let me do it in this order since it's an amendment. Councilmember Casar, do you want 

to make the motion? Councilmember Casar moves passage of this item. Is there a second to item 56? 

Mayor pro tem seconds it. Discussion? Councilmember Casar, do you want to address it before we go to 



councilmember Flannigan for his amendment? Okay, councilmember Flannigan. Can you make your 

amendment.  

>> Flannigan: So I have the amendment posted to the  
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message board. I will make that motion to amend. If I have a second I will explain.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Councilmember Flannigan makes his motion to amend. It's been posted. It's three 

pages -- two pages, I think.  

>> Flannigan: Two pages.  

>> Flannigan: Is there a second to that? Councilmember alter seconds those. Discussion? 

Councilmember Flannigan.  

>> Flannigan: Yeah. So this is just a requirement that tenants work with their landlords. It establishes the 

notice language to that effect. The original version of this that I worked on with the law department 

made it clearer that violating this piece didn't trigger the penalty that's defined elsewhere in the 

ordinance so that does need to be addressed in highway we move this forward. But it is just to ensure 

that folks are engaging with  

 

[3:56:07 PM] 

 

their landlords over this situation. And I think about this in terms of the on -- the way I posted it on the 

message board, where we talked about from the beginning, folks who are still employed, are still 

receiving income, still have an obligation to pay their rent. So just the notice of hardship is how we get 

through this as a community.  

>> Mayor Adler: Further discussion on the amendment, the Flannigan amendment? What did you mean 

by you wanted to do this, but not to invoke the penalty.  

>> Flannigan: There's a section of the ordinance, I'm trying to pull it up so I can talk about it specifically, 

where it says a violation, charges fee.  
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I'm losing it because the draft ordinance seems to amend, doesn't have the full text of the ordinance. 

That's why I'm losing track of where it's at. But there's a penalty to a landlord that violates the 

ordinance. And there's a dollar amount on that. And in no way is a tenant that refuses to  



[indiscernible] Their landlord be subject to that penalty, just to be clear.  

[Background noise].  

>> Mayor Adler, this is the law department. I can recommend something that would change part 5 of 

the ordinance --  

>> Mayor Adler: I can't hear you because of the feedback. I don't know if you have two things open 

maybe?  

>> It's Trish link from the law department and she's suggesting that the change would be in part 5 of the 

ordinance. That's the language that councilmember Flannigan is looking for, I believe.  

>> Am I clearer now?  

>> Mayor Adler: You're clearer now, yes. Thank you.  

 

[3:58:09 PM] 

 

>> In part 5 of the ordinance that we're amending it says a person commits an offense, we can make -- 

sorry, councilmember Flannigan can make a motion to say a landlord, which then would take the tenant 

out of the  

>> I would consider that as part of my amendment.  

>> And I'm fine with that.  

>> Mayor Adler: I didn't get that. Sorry. That might be because I just don't have the base ordinance in 

front of me. I have the amendment and the ordinance, as that came from council member Casar. Was 

that from Casar's ordinance or --  

>> The item we're moving today  

 

[3:59:11 PM] 

 

amends the underlying ordinance. So the posted item is an amendment to an existing ordinance.  

>> Mayor Adler: And what you are amending to change was not the posted ordinance for consideration, 

but to amend the underlying ordinance?  

>> I'm not sure I understand the distinction, mayor. We're both amending an underlying ordinance.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. I'm looking (indiscernible) And I'm trying to find the language that Trish was 

proposing we take.  

>> It is in the ordinance that was adopted by council in March. And so it would amend that ordinance.  



>> Mayor Adler: (Indiscernible) It's a change to what council member Casar is amending, so it's that 

other base ordinance  

 

[4:00:11 PM] 

 

that I don't have in front of me. So we're still in discussion at the point. We're still with the original 

amendment as you have. You can certainly amend your amendment. But that's where we are right now. 

With the original amendment that you proposed that was seconded. Council member kitchen.  

>> Kitchen: Yeah, I need for Trish to repeat what she was suggesting. Let me just explain my question. So 

I was reading council member Flannigan's amendment to say, it's almost like changing this from an opt 

out to an opt in, in the sense that if you don't do the chip notice in 15 days, then what this -- the time 

period that this ordinance sets up, the 60-day time period doesn't  

 

[4:01:15 PM] 

 

apply. If for whatever reason you don't comply with the 15-day notice section, and the provisions that 

allow for the 60 days, you know, 60-day period to apply, don't have the 60 days, am I understanding that 

correctly?  

>> That is ultimately how it is implemented. So that there's not a financial penalty like there is on a 

landlord that fails to comply with this ordinance. There's no financial impact. But for the provisions of 

the ordinance itself.  

>> Kitchen: Okay. Well, I have some questions. Can I go ahead with that, mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes.  

>> Kitchen: Okay. Well, first off, I want to see if director pre sinio was able to answer some questions for 

me. Is she on the line?  

>> Council member, I am on the  

 

[4:02:16 PM] 

 

line.  

>> Kitchen: Okay. I understand the concerns that were raised. I think they were raised by several of our 

speakers earlier about the impact on landlords, particularly smaller landlords that may be dependent on 

rent. The concern they were raising about the additional period as raised by this ordinance, and I think 

maybe the issue that council member Flannigan's amendment is trying to address. My question for you, 



miss presinio, in my mind, the way to approach the impact on landlords is for things like rental 

assistance (indiscernible)  

[Feedback]. I would ask if you could outline for us what we're doing so far with regard to -- so if I'm a  

 

[4:03:16 PM] 

 

smaller landlord and I've got a property or two, and I've got someone that is not responding to me, for 

whatever reason, I don't know why, but they're not responding to me. So therefore, I'm not getting rent 

and I'm concerned about that. What is the city doing to help me from my position?  

>> (Indiscernible). As a small business, if you are a landlord that owns a small property, the resources are 

available for small businesses and are also available to the landlord. That includes our sba loans, the IDC 

loan and the bridge program that we're administering as well. In addition, we would take that into 

consideration when responding back to council on item number 23 which you just approved today, with 

the  

 

[4:04:17 PM] 

 

additional resources for businesses.  

>> Kitchen: Okay. So to my mind, that is the way to address the concerns that are being raised by our 

small landlords, or our landlords in general. What's paramount to me is that no one would end up 

without a place to live. And so while I appreciate the concerns that have been raised, and I appreciate 

council member Flannigan's attempt to address those concerns, I feel like introducing a notice 

requirement, and the notice requirement if not met, would, you know, would negate the 60 days that 

we've built into this approach. I don't think that's the way to address the problems, and I think it 

introduces some uncertainty. It also introduces the necessity  

(indiscernible) Did someone actually do their notice in 15  

 

[4:05:17 PM] 

 

days, did they meet the requirements that are written into here about what the notice is? I think it just 

introduces a level of adjudication or decision-making or about decisions whether this has been met that 

I think is not going to be helpful in the long run. And I think that everyone is experiencing difficulties as 

part of this crisis, and just as we're trying to help renters with rental assistance, I think we're also trying 

to help our landlords with small business assistance. So I'm not going to be able to support the 

amendment.  



>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Further discussion on the Flannigan amendment?  

>> Did you say me?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes.  

>> Okay. Sorry. I guess I don't have a feel for where everybody else is on it. I'll wait until it passes.  

 

[4:06:20 PM] 

 

Is there anything in the amendment that requires -- I don't support this amendment. But if it passes, is 

there anything that requires the landlord to show -- to prove that they in fact gave the notice? Will they 

be required to file, like an affidavit? Is there anything in the ordinance that shows they'll have to file an 

affidavit under penalty of perjury that they in fact gave the tenant notice? And I'll just say, if it doesn't, it 

needs to be in there. But I would prefer the amendment wouldn't pass. I have the same thoughts that 

council member kitchen had that essentially I understand the -- I understand concerns from the 

apartment association and landlords, but adding an additional step for folks already facing a hardship, 

they're already in a hardship and they have to file something to say they're in a hardship.  

 

[4:07:21 PM] 

 

I'll point out that the federal loan -- I just went to pay my student loan a couple of days ago and they 

automatically put you on a forbearance. You don't have to do anything. If you can pay, you pay. But you 

do not have to do anything and you don't have to pay and you don't get any penalty. I understand it's a 

different scenario, you have a federal government backing a loan there, and this is a landlord situation, 

but I think this needs to be -- any kind of program like this needs to be in the spirit of that. We're not 

asking for something additional for someone to not to have to be -- or not be in a situation where they 

might get evicted.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member tovo?  

>> Tovo: Thank you. And I thank those who have weighed in on this, from multiple perspectives, 

including the apartment association. And others. I'm not going to be able to support the amendment. I 

agree with the statement that it creates another level of  

 

[4:08:22 PM] 

 

compliance, which is burdensome. But also, I think makes it burdensome for renters, but also I think it 

makes it complicated in a way that's not productive. And I appreciate very much, Veronica, director 

presinio, the information that you offered. We all want to see the small landlords, and larger landlords, I 



mean, we want to see stability in our rental market and that includes looking out for the economic 

health and well-being of our property owners as well who are providing rental housing in our 

community. And so I'm glad to hear you clarify for us that the programs the city is offering are to the 

smaller landlords, and property owners as well. So again, I'm supportive of the ordinance as written, and 

thank you, council member Casar, for your leadership on it, and I'm not going to be able to support the 

amendment.  

>> Mayor Adler: I'm going to -- I'm not going to support the  

 

[4:09:23 PM] 

 

amendment either. I think we're being driven here in this crisis by trying to make sure that no one loses 

their home. I think the numbers we show, show that, you know, mid to high 80%, tenants are working 

with their landlords. But I am concerned about the landlords who are smaller that are really vulnerable 

here because they're caught, you know, as we help somebody, we sometimes move the risk in 

vulnerability somewhere else. I appreciate that those landlords are able to go for those loans, but I'd 

really like to be working with the apartment association, and see if there's something else that we could 

be doing, and targeting to that group as we deal with the people that are doing this. When the time 

comes after this, council member Casar, I want you to think about if there's any way you would consider 

-- I have  

 

[4:10:25 PM] 

 

my eviction order that was another piece of this, they were kind of book-ends. I'm going to put in an 

expiration date in on mine as July, to be on top of where the C.A.R.E.S. Movement  

(indiscernible) For federally supported loans, this would be in compliance with that. But something that 

keyed off of that date, or in 30 days of that, or something like that, I'd like you to consider taking. But 

I'm not going to support this amendment. Council member Casar?  

>> Casar: Yeah. I appreciate that. And I appreciate the spirit in which we're trying to make sure that it's 

folks that do face a hardship that are protected by this. So this ordinance only protects those that are 

facing a hardship, and the question is, is it more on the landlord to try to figure out the hardship or is it 

more on the tenant. I think just in this case, I fall on the side of trying to  

 

[4:11:28 PM] 

 

put less of the onus on the tenant given where we are. I think it's an important amendment. Mayor, 

when we get past this amendment, I'm open to talking about how it is -- you know, this ordinance is just 



when we're in the covid times, and my goal is to make sure that this continues to cover people. And so I 

tied it to the local disaster, but if we tied it through the C.A.R.E.S. Act portion and then come back and 

extend it if we have to, I don't see any harm in that. We can do that when we get there.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. I think that will help drive us all back to the table. Council member 

Flannigan.  

>> Flannigan: Thank you, councilman Casar, for the intent of the amendment. This is to make sure that 

the folks with the ability to pay the rent still have the requirement to pay their rent. As we heard in our 

budget meetings, my recollection is it was like 15% or 16% of people lost their jobs, it wasn't like  

 

[4:12:29 PM] 

 

half the community. And in communities and districts like mine where there's a high percentage of tech 

workers, there are still a lot of people getting their income. There's been some confusion about what 

the ordinance means for those folks. And we're trying to make it clear, so everyone understands their 

individual obligations during this crisis. And mayor, I would be willing to pull this down. I know the 

amendment goes to the body, but I don't see any reason to urge this forward anymore. I think we've 

made it clear to the public that this is not a general -- no one has to pay their rent, that it's more about 

trying to help those who are experiencing a hardship.  

>> Mayor Adler: Any objection to this amendment being pulled down? Hearing none, this amendment is 

pulled down. Council member kitchen?  

>> Kitchen: I just want to echo what my colleagues are saying,  

 

[4:13:30 PM] 

 

council member Flannigan, council member Casar. Yes, I think we're trying to make it clear to the 

community that the purpose of this is for those that are impacted, and so I think we need to make that -

- impacted by covid, and let's make that clear. Also, mayor, I share your concerns and desire to see what 

we can do to really target some assistance to our smaller landlords. And so I would be happy to work 

with the apartment association, with abor, and others to help make sure that happens.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Let's do that then. And council member tovo also expressed interest in working 

on that as well. Council member Casar, I'm going to be executing today an extension of the order that is 

the book-end of this. But we first acted back in  

 

[4:14:31 PM] 

 



March. The order that prohibited the issuance of a notice to vacate. Also the removal of property, the 

exclusion of a tenant, with those same exceptions that the supreme court had for posing an imminent 

threat of physical harm. The property owner and employee is in criminal activity and the property is not 

an exempt property. With the C.A.R.E.S. Act, it only pertained to similarly backed mortgage, properties 

that were federally backed. That runs through July 25th. I'm going to make my order taking us through 

July 25th. That gives us the opportunity this summer to talk about the extension of this, and certainly 

we're certainly still in the  

 

[4:15:32 PM] 

 

middle of covid. We're going to need to. But that puts us back to the table. And I think it will give us 

added impetus to make sure that we're sitting down and trying to craft a relief for landlords who may be 

caught in this and are at least able to protect themselves. I go back to what I said a second ago, I would 

appreciate it if it's something that you would consider leaving it an open date. I know a couple of cities 

have done it as an open date. But would you be willing to put in something that was either July or 

shortly thereafter so that recognizing that that means we're going to have to come back and extend it?  

>> Casar: That's all right. You can do that unilaterally, to act. But the council, for this, would have to get 

together, have 10 days if we don't have a super majority vote on an emergency. And so July 25th, we're 

just  

 

[4:16:34 PM] 

 

coming back for budget. So I would rather it be in August. It was actually a C.A.R.E.S. Act date of August 

24th being the date that those federally backed properties can't do evictions until that date. So I'm okay 

putting August 24th as the timeline, just understanding that most likely that means in August we'll have 

to extend this again. I hope we're not in a disaster period then, but it's likely. I'm happy doing that. And 

we might have to come back and stepped one more time.  

>> Mayor Adler: I'm okay with that.  

>> Casar: We would just replace the words in the ordinance saying the date of the disaster terminates. 

We would replace those words with the August 24th in both places.  

>> Mayor Adler: Any objection to that amendment being made? Being none, that amendment is made. 

We're back to the main motion. Just for the record, I'll also point out county judge Eckhardt is also going 

to be extending her order, emergency order with  

 

[4:17:35 PM] 

 



respect to (indiscernible).  

>> Mayor, when is that order coming out?  

>> Mayor Adler: I'm signing mine today.  

>> Okay.  

>> Mayor Adler: It expires on the 8th. If there's no further discussion, we'll then take a vote. Those in 

favor of this item, please raise your right hand. Those opposed? Passes unanimously, with that change. 

Thank you. I think to the last thing on our agenda, which is item number 61. Also pulled by council 

member Flannigan. Does the author want to make a motion?  

>> I want to move approval of 61.  

>> Mayor Adler: Is there a second to that motion? Item number 61. Council member pool seconds. You 

can open up and we'll go to  

 

[4:18:37 PM] 

 

Mr. Flannigan for his amendment.  

>> Sure. I'm going to open up and then maybe after Mr. Flannigan makes his amendment, I can speak to 

it. I wasn't able to -- we were working on some elements to make sure we observe the C.A.R.E.S. Act and 

wasn't able to post it until late. So I want to clarify and make sure we're understanding what we're 

doing. The idea with item 61 is to create Austin conservation corps. You can think of it as the civilian 

conservation corps 2.0. It hearkens back to the 1930s with Roosevelt on a very successful program that 

we know works, that put people to work, gave them hope, gave them training, and left a lasting legacy 

for our country. We see it with the trees we see all over the place and trails and lots of things that we 

enjoy as a country and here in Austin.  

 

[4:19:40 PM] 

 

Firstly, we want to put austinites who lost their jobs back to work. And with support from the federal 

government. We're also going to be giving those austinites new skills that they can use in future 

employment. We're going to do it in a way that makes Austin more beautiful, and safer along the way, 

by putting them to work on a lot of things that they can do safely with the distancing requirements, like 

wildfire mitigation or planting trees, building trails and stuff like that. I'm really excited about this, as an 

opportunity. We know this type of project works. We have organizations in our community that are 

already operating on this, and we have an opportunity here to really build and adopt it for today, rather 

than, you know, the 1930s, and to turn this crisis into an opportunity for job creation, skilled 

development,  



 

[4:20:41 PM] 

 

and improvement of our city. If Mr. Flannigan wants to make his motion, then I can speak to process 

stuff. Or I can do it before.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Council member Flannigan, you pulled this item.  

>> Flannigan: Is there a main motion? Did I miss that part?  

>> Mayor Adler: It was moved and seconded.  

>> Flannigan: Okay, thanks. I have an amendment that staff sent out about 2:45 this afternoon, I think it 

was sent to everybody's staff. I had to get my staff to send my own amendment to me. So it may not be 

in your own inbox, but your staff should have it. It's the bottom of page 2, the very first "Be it resolved," 

just changing the phrase create, to explore the creation of, and then adding the phrase, for the 

expansion of similar existing community programs. That's my amendment, mayor, and in a second I'll 

explain.  

 

[4:21:41 PM] 

 

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. The amendment made. Council member harper-madison?  

>> Flannigan: I really support the concept of this, and I thank council member alter for bringing it to the 

dais tonight. But I think the conversation that we heard during public comment this morning was really 

valuable. And I want to make sure that as the manager and the staff explore this concept, that we're not 

precluding the ability of this to be accomplished through existing programs like youth works, where 

there's already significant infrastructure and process and capabilities, rather than leaving the main 

option to be a staff-driven program. So that's ultimately the only thing my amendment does.  

>> I second it.  

>> Mayor Adler: Yeah. And then we'll go to the council members.  

>> Sure. I understand exactly where  

 

[4:22:42 PM] 

 

you're coming from, and I just want to -- I want to explain some parts of this. As happens sometimes 

when we do things on the dais in terms of what we're allowed to do in providing our direction, we have 

to do it as appropriate for our role as policy makers. As I see what we have fashioned, we have said, do 

this, and then go figure out how to do it best. And the guidance that we've provided in the program 



structure highly recommends relying on existing organizations to get it done. And that is exactly how we 

also had some other conversations on item 23. And just as we had conversations that we couldn't do it 

the same for the small businesses as for the nonprofits as for child care. I think the same thing happens 

in this particular case. I am completely fine if staff goes out and they say that we  

 

[4:23:43 PM] 

 

should completely rely on one organization, and that is the way we would do it. And I think that this 

organization -- this framework allows that, for that. By saying explore the creation, you're not saying do. 

I think we need to be putting people into employment. We do not have every piece of the structure 

created, because we have high ex pect tagss for this program. There is an opportunity to pull down a lot 

of potential federal funds. There is movement to advocate for a conservation corps on the national 

level. There are parts of platforms that have green jobs, and all of this would position us to be bringing 

that down. So we also need a flexible structure. And I believe that what I have actually addresses the 

concern, and I've been working very closely with American youth works, and I think that the  

 

[4:24:44 PM] 

 

communication did not reflect the conversations in the way that we have structured it. Just because of a 

navigating of what we need to do as a council in resolutions.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. So I need some help here. Because I'm not seeing the substantive difference. I 

understand Mr. Flannigan wants to make sure that it doesn't have to be something new. It could be the 

expansion or support of existing community programs. My understanding from council member alter is 

she believes that to already be included in, but doesn't want to say in order to explore, we want to say 

we actually want to do something. Is the sweet spot here to say the city manager is directed to create 

(indiscernible) Or which could be the expansion or  

 

[4:25:45 PM] 

 

support of similar existing  

(indiscernible) Which could be without limitation the expansion or support of existing community 

program?  

>> So mayor, I think that is what it does in the program structure, if you put it where you have it, I have 

two challenges with it. One, it kind of breaks up the flow of what we're trying to do, so I would rather -- I 

sort of rather place it slightly differently. The other thing is that, we had to be very careful in 

constructing this, so that we were in line with the C.A.R.E.S. Program, which doesn't allow us to spend 



money on existing programs that we would be funding otherwise. And so it is different to say we're 

going to deploy an existing -- an organization to do this work, than it is that we're going to expand an 

existing program. It's just a semantic, but we had to work through lots of steps with this, and so we took 

a lot  

 

[4:26:48 PM] 

 

of care in shaping lots of language to be mindful, that we would accomplish our goal, and still meet the 

requirements. And I'm concerned with that phrasing that it crosses some of the lines that were raised to 

me at various points, that we try to avoid with respect to using C.A.R.E.S. Act for portions of this.  

>> Mayor Adler: And my preference on this, I would like to get this going, because to me, this is all about 

covid response. I think it's really important that we put people to work as quickly as we can that are out 

of work. To me this is a covid response measure. As long as we're doing covid response stuff, I'm fine 

doing it in ways that the community benefits. We should be doing that everywhere. And we need to 

make sure we can comply. But it says the city manager is directed (indiscernible) Which could include 

the expansion of similarly existing third party community programs. In other words, a third party. And 

address the issue that you were trying to address.  

 

[4:27:50 PM] 

 

We could ask bree whether that addresses that issue. I recognize kind of the form issue you're raising, 

but we run into it in both ways. The objection is just leaving create by itself, without saying that creation 

could be other things.  

>> What if we were to say, the city manager's directed to pay Austin civilian corps in compliance with 

covid related public health measures, and other beneficial projects. Or expand. Something like that. Or 

put it under program structure in the first place.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Council member Flannigan, if we take your amendment, and move it to the end 

of that sentence, does that say -- which could include the expansion or support of similarly existing 

third-party community programs, does that get to what you wanted to do?  

>> Flannigan: I think it does, because we're really dancing  

 

[4:28:51 PM] 

 



around semantics, and I think we all are generally trying to say the same thing. So that would satisfy it. I 

do think it's important to make it clear that this is on the list of things that is a way to comply with this 

direction.  

>> And again, this is I think semantics, because that's how we -- you know, I can't tell them to go give it 

to this organization. So we have to -- you know, we have to approach this appropriately, for the policy 

role. And we have been trying to do that, which was a challenge we faced. Mayor, do you want to read 

the last part? Because I think that was a little bit better.  

>> Mayor Adler: It would say your language, city manager is directed to create --  

>> Can you just for the record say where you are in the document?  

>> Mayor Adler: I am in the clause at the bottom of 29. It's the area where council member Flannigan 

had offered his  

 

[4:29:51 PM] 

 

amendment. That clause says, the city manager is directed to, and this is where Mr. Flannigan's initial 

amendment was, what I heard, and I think we might have a meeting of minds is, the city manager is 

directed to create an Austin civilian corps for austinites who have been (indiscernible) And complete the 

beneficial projects. It's the same paragraph as it was initially, but then it would add the language, which 

could be, or include the expansion or support of similar existing third-party community programs.  

>> Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes. Councilman tovo.  

>> Tovo: Yes. To me this is really a piece of  

 

[4:30:53 PM] 

 

information that belongs in the program structure and not in the mission statement. And so I would 

prefer that we keep the mission statement very clear, as the lead sponsor has laid it out. To me, I read 

the various places within it, including -- I don't have the last version lines correctly, but there are lines 

throughout program structures that speak to collaboration, or to the utilization of existing contracts, to 

make this work happen. But my preference would be to take the line that you all are crafting and put it 

at the end of the program structure. So after the last bullet, say this could be accomplished -- this could 

also be accomplished through, and then pick up on your language as you had it. So that's -- that would 

be my preference.  

 

[4:31:56 PM] 



 

I don't know how you, councilwoman alter, would like --  

>> Mayor Adler: It's less important to me where it is, as long as it is in there. The question for you is, 

does it meet your preference at the end of the program structure section, the language says that this 

could be accomplished by -- be accomplished with the inclusion or expansion -- no, this could be 

accomplished with the expansion -- this could be accomplished with the inclusion or expansion or 

support of third-party community projects.  

 

[4:33:00 PM] 

 

>> Mayor, I would just say that I prefer it in the program structure. But I will point out that the second 

bullet says, take advantage of existing local organizations, the capacity to administer the programs or 

deploy austinites in conservation projects.  

>> Mayor Adler: I think that's close.  

>> The latter part is that, I'm happy with your language, I would much prefer it in the program structure.  

>> Mayor Adler: Jimmy, I think the question is at the end of the project structure section. Is that an 

acceptable placement?  

>> Flannigan: I think it's fine. I think staff gets the point.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Is there objection to including that language at the end of the project structure 

section? Language and saying that this could be accomplished with inclusion, expansion, or support of 

third-party community projects. Without objection, that is added  

 

[4:34:01 PM] 

 

to that section. Further discussion on this item? Council member kitchen?  

>> Kitchen: Let me just say, thank you to council member alter for bringing this, and to your co-

sponsors. I think it's a very interesting and timely idea. I have a question about the interpretation of it. 

I'm just going to state what my interpretation would be, and see if you agree. When we talk about who 

can be employed under this, would it also be including our homeless population, as they have been 

impacted by covid-19 also? And as you know, we have a program right now, and again, I'm not 

suggesting that any particular program needs to be expanded, just reminding people that we have a 

program through the other one's foundation, that  

 

[4:35:01 PM] 



 

helps employ homeless individuals. So when I read this language about people being impacted, I read it 

to be broad enough to not exclude people who are experiencing homelessness, and so I just wanted to 

confirm that that is the intent, so that our staff doesn't later have some question about that.  

>> Absolutely, it does include homeless people. The focus would what comes from C.A.R.E.S. The 

current interpretation is not on public land, but the other one's foundation was absolutely one of the 

programs here in town that we were modeling on. And the reality is that we have multiple organizations 

in town that can train people. We have an opportunity to potentially partner with other levels of 

government to bring down more funding, or combine  

 

[4:36:02 PM] 

 

funding, as well as with our work forward to be able to really create a program that allows us to deploy 

folks in green jobs. And again, there is a possibility of in 2021 there being more funding that goes into 

those kinds of things, and having the infrastructure built in the systems, and knowing how to get all that 

down is a big advantage. But certainly the other one's foundation could be part of that discussion. You'd 

want to make sure, you know, part of choosing -- it just can't be any organization that comes up and 

says they want to do it, because we want to have organizations that are able to provide the training and 

the work force and work with their particular population, the homeless impacted by covid would 

certainly be a population that could be served.  

>> Kitchen: I don't mean to  

 

[4:37:03 PM] 

 

suggest that the other one's foundation is the only place that a homeless individual could be hired 

through. I was just giving that as an example. So city manager, I would want to make sure that we 

interpret this language as to include homeless individuals, because they have certainly been impacted 

by the covid-19. So thank you, council member alter.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member pool?  

>> Pool: Thanks. And this effort, this initiative that council member alter is bringing today is really 

wonderful. It has its roots, and is an echo of the great depression program, one of the new deals that fdr 

brought in the '30s after his first election. And I've always looked to the  

 

[4:38:03 PM] 

 



work of both roosevelts, fdr and Theodore, and then John Kennedy, and lbj is kind of minority star for 

Progressive social legislation and watershed changes to what was America, and how we've changed over 

the last 100 years, and it's really timely, I think, for us to bring a civilian conservation corps type effort 

here to Austin. We're the right city to model after what was done at a large -- it made a large impact on 

our community. Almost 100 years ago. So thank you, council member alter. I really, really like this 

initiative. Thank you so much.  

>> Mayor Adler: Any discussion before we take a vote? Mayor pro tem?  

>> Garza: I like the idea of this. I'll be honest, my initial  

 

[4:39:03 PM] 

 

reaction was -- I don't know what the word is, but you're creating these hard labor jobs, and what seem 

to be. The one example I see is maybe beautification and art. I get the comparison to fdr. It was an 

incredibly different work ethic for people in that time, so I'm curious to know exactly -- it will be 

interesting to know the appetite of folks who apply for what looked like incredibly hard labor type of 

jobs. And so I am supportive with explaining that caveat part of it, because obviously jobs are good. I 

guess I would ask to make sure  

 

[4:40:06 PM] 

 

that, if in fact we partner with a nonprofit, there could maybe -- I did see something about -- I'm trying 

to find it -- about creating training opportunities. And I guess I would want to make sure we could 

provide some digital training of some sort to people. So maybe they work and do green raking or 

whatever it is, and then they have the opportunity to, you know, to continue to get access to more, I 

guess tech. This work is honorable work, absolutely. But the idea of us creating this corps of -- excuse 

me -- this corps of jobs, I don't know why I had this weird feeling about that. There's a part that says, 

should pay a living wage. I would actually (indiscernible)  

 

[4:41:06 PM] 

 

Pay a living wage and that it be shall pay the city, because living wage is (indiscernible). And then that 

same -- let me find it -- I would prefer it say shall pay a living wage, and the city's living wage and it says 

should provide like additional training, that it shall provide some kind of additional training for folks 

(indiscernible). Can we change the shoulds to shall?  



>> I'm happy to change it on the training. There were lots of nuances on the living wages, because we 

have existing contracts, and we have programs that work with Amer I corp and they get housing and 

other stuff that there's --  

 

[4:42:08 PM] 

 

I just don't want it to preclude something that we worked hard to get that language for, so that the 

existing programs would be able to operate with their models that provide various training in other 

things. The intention is there. But I'm not sure that just changing it on the dais will address their 

concerns. The intention is for them to pay the living wage. But if we have some of the existing contracts 

that we have are with American youth works and they have an americorp set up, and so it doesn't work 

exactly the same, and so the intention is exactly what you say. I just -- there's some nuances there that I 

don't want to create problems that I'm just not able to address. So if we could -- they're  

 

[4:43:09 PM] 

 

certainly supposed to be training. I'll add back on your earlier comment, there are options for disaster 

training and other kinds of things, and the type of training they would get would depend on the 

organization and depend on the scope of projects that are developed and could be a variance that can 

be used in lots of different trades and other things. We did originally have in there some work about 

green jobs with the building sector, and weatherization and other things. But we're asked to not put 

those in there at this time, because of concerns about competing with existing businesses that are doing 

that work. Whereas most of these other things, the goal of this is the work force development, but for 

this program those jobs would not be done.  

>> Okay. So I'm a little concerned about as passing something where they're not required to pay the 

city's living wage. I understand what you're saying because in fact, I remember we  

 

[4:44:09 PM] 

 

got an intern from an outside organization in my office, and when we asked what they were paying her, 

like $13 an hour, and I said, no, at a minimum it should be the city's. And they said, sorry, we have 

specific funding. And I said, then let me subsidize the extra $2 an hour, so this person can get at least a 

living -- the city's living wage. So I'm just uncomfortable if we're creating jobs and they're not getting 

paid at least -- we had this discussion about the folks that work in our city hall, and how we control that. 

So I don't know if I should make an amendment to add that change, if it's not considered friendly.  



>> It's not that I don't consider it friendly, I just don't want to create unintended consequences. The 

intention is to pay a living wage. There were certain situations that we needed to accommodate. And I 

don't know, for instance,  

 

[4:45:10 PM] 

 

if the other one's foundation, folks are getting a living wage or they're getting all this other support, I 

don't know how that's structured. So you may by making that preclude the models that they have from 

working, and I just -- you know, the intention is to pay a living wage. But there are nuances here that I'm 

just a little --  

>> Mayor Adler: Does it work -- staff's going to have to come back to it.  

>> I know you said should.  

>> Mayor Adler: That's going to have to come back to us with how they would actually do this. What if 

we put in there something that said that, if they were proposing anything that would result in anybody 

being paid less than a living wage, they have to flag it, or this comes back to us. So that we could then 

have the conversation about why it was that they were proposing it. I think we all agree that that's not 

something that we would want, that it would take some special set of circumstances.  

 

[4:46:10 PM] 

 

I don't want them to not be able to include that. But if it comes back to us and we recognize it has to be 

red flagged, that would, I think, provide us the opportunity to saying, it's not just in that instance. I don't 

think staff is going to propose it at all, or certainly in an instance where it's not going to get past us. I 

wonder if that's a way to give them the whiteboard and express that concern.  

>> Yeah.  

(Indiscernible) Also give child care subsidies. It's just complicated to change on the dais.  

>> Mayor?  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes, council member pool.  

>> Pool: I'm familiar with americorp programs and they do substitute cash money for an allotment for 

housing, and I think there's some programs that give, like free child care, for example. So in the end you 

have -- there's value to like the housing piece, you're not paying for the housing, that's  

 

[4:47:11 PM] 

 



provided. And so that would be why they wouldn't be offering a $15 an hour minimum livable wage. Just 

hold that -- I mean, I think we understand that. Hold that concept in mind, because we don't want to 

keep, for example, a group like americorp out because they do really good work, if they are not paying 

$15 an hour because they have the value of the housing and possibly even the food for the folks who 

are staying at their site.  

>> That feels really weird, people working for housing and food, that reminds me of something really, 

really bad a long time ago.  

>> I had a job like that, when I was in college, in the summertime. I was a waitress. I got hardly any 

money. But I had a place to stay and they fed me. I mean, it was the thing that was the program.  

 

[4:48:12 PM] 

 

>> They also give education  

(indiscernible) And pay for school and stuff. There's a national program, I mer I corp, in all that. I 

completely understand your sentiment. They will be coming back to us with the program. I think there's 

every intention to do that. It's just there are nuances here that I don't feel like I have enough 

information to  

(indiscernible) And to me is a strong statement.  

>> I guess I'm just --  

>> Let me just -- I think it does say "Shall" and those other things. If it's shall pay a living wage and those 

other things, we probably are covered. Let me see.  

>> Mayor Adler: Council member tovo? Did you have a way out of the box?  

>> Tovo: I'll let it -- I'll just say --  

>> Mayor Adler: It's a good sentiment. But how do we reflect it.  

>> Tovo: I think we're all in  

 

[4:49:13 PM] 

 

agreement that that should be the standard. I also support providing a way for programs like americorp 

to participate. I don't have a way out of this at the moment, but maybe we could just take a couple 

minutes and I'll look at the resolution and see whether there's a way to just enhance what I know is 

council member alter's intent of having -- or reflecting that.  

>> Alter: I think it says -- it says accepting those in existing city contracts or federally funded work force 

program. So we probably could just change it to "Shall" in that case. That's what I was trying to figure 



out on the fly. But I think if we saw the conservation corps shall pay a living wage except those 

participating in existing city contracts or a federally funded work force program, we're  

 

[4:50:15 PM] 

 

probably okay with the scenario we needed, which was the intention all the way long. We just used the 

word should instead of shall.  

>> Mayor Adler: Any objection to making that "Shall"? Hearing none, we'll make it shall. My request 

would be that if staff finds something that didn't fit within that exception that makes sense, that you 

present that back to council as well. If there's nothing that makes sense for us -- I don't want us to not 

be able to take advantage of something that we would all agree to because it just didn't fit those words. 

I'm happy with the words exactly the way they are, because none of us want to see people working for 

less than a living wage.  

>> I want to emphasize something that had been echoed by the council members in various forms. This 

is the first step of that direction. And then we'll be coming back. Because we're going to be having a 

conversation about funding, both next council cycle, over  

 

[4:51:17 PM] 

 

covid funding overall, but then obviously as we look at our current budgeted expenses, that will be a 

future conversation. There may be opportunities to pilot or to prototype in the interim. But just to 

manage expectations. But that's the intention of my understanding of this resolution as written.  

>> Mayor Adler: Okay. Council member tovo?  

>> Tovo: I wanted to say something quick, and then I think council member alter said she had 

comments. I just wanted to say how excited I am about -- to see this resolution move forward. Council 

member alter, I think this is an extremely innovative and creative way of building on this historical 

example, to really make it a relevant response, not just to our current situation, but also to help us meet 

some real needs in this city. Meet the immediate needs for employment, as well as to really move our 

city into the next -- into the years ahead and to take  

 

[4:52:18 PM] 

 

care of some really critical projects. So I thank you. I think this is a very good initiative. And that's about 

all. I know that it will help employ many in our community who need those jobs. And we will all, across 



the community, benefit from the projects that are -- that come about as a result of this. I thank you 

again for your leadership.  

>> Mayor Adler: Yes?  

>> Two thoughts that I've had since this started. One, keying off of the mayor pro tem's comment about 

work outside, and the important work to be done there. Then also the importance of telework during 

the time of covid-19. One amendment that council member alter incorporated in her most recent draft, 

and I appreciate it was, certainly for people who are unemployed and need a job and need help because  

 

[4:53:20 PM] 

 

of the economic crisis, but also to develop a strategy for higher risk people who may not be able to get 

unemployment or eventually their unemployment runs out. If this creates jobs that are in more safe 

settings because you're not in a crowd, or not indoors, not around a lot of people, that this could be a 

good vehicle for where some of those folks can go, and continue working in a safer way. And so I think in 

that case, if we're doing some level of targeted hiring, it may be best for it to be a private actor that is 

hiring folks, so they can directly connect to those more -- those folks who are working outside rather 

than an indoor job. So I wanted to flag that out there, if there is some component of linking those 

efforts, I think that would be useful. I don't think we have to add much more to the resolution. Then to 

the mayor pro tem's point, if, you know, it makes  

 

[4:54:21 PM] 

 

sense that the conservation corps in the fdr era, you know, had certain goals, but also here in the covid 

era, if there's also training and things we can be doing to get people to the place where they can do 

safer telework jobs, along with these jobs outdoors, that may be something for us to be thinking about. 

And again, I just want to raise that idea. And then my third and last point here is, if we wind up not using 

C.A.R.E.S. Act money, because we find a different way of allocating C.A.R.E.S. Act, but we still move 

forward with something like this, you know, there might be some benefit to it being a level of private 

actors. We've had all these conversations about outsourcing and insourcing, so there may be cases 

where it may be useful to actually have this work done in-house. I understand if we use C.A.R.E.S. Act 

money, that might be a little bit tricky because we don't want to be seen as supplanting, but I just 

wanted to raise those three points. One, you know, as part of our  

 

[4:55:22 PM] 

 

strategy of having folks we don't want in a crowded setting, these may be good jobs. Two, apart from 

the training for outdoors work, there might be some ideas around ideas for telework that might be safer 



during covid. And third, let's think about how much of this is outsourced than insourced. I wanted to 

raise those three points as you all think about what to bring back. Thank you to everybody who has been 

working to make this right.  

>> Mayor Adler: Thank you. It's almost 5:00. Do we want to move on?  

>> I wanted to thank my co-sponsors, council member pool, tovo, Casar and mayor Adler. I think this is a 

real opportunity with the civilian conservation corps to think about how we make investments and 

choices that meet immediate needs but also pay dividends down the line in terms of skilled 

development, and in  

 

[4:56:22 PM] 

 

terms of work product outputs that help our community. This focused on conservation projects, but if 

we can figure out the model, there are lots of other ways that we can move forward. And I don't want to 

get too deep into the potentials for the models. There are lots of permutations that really take 

advantage of ability of different organizations to identify work force needs and pull down funding, and I 

think it sets us up to be able to get funding from other jurisdictions in various ways. But this -- if we want 

to be a resilient city, we need to think about our investments, and certainly the immediate needs are 

important. But if we can come up with ways that meet multiple objectives, I think we will be stronger as 

a city. It requires us to be creative, it requires us to think outside of the box and think about  

 

[4:57:23 PM] 

 

things a little differently than we immediately feel comfortable. But I learned so much with all the 

people that we worked with on this, and the conversations, and the challenge here is that we cross so 

many departments and there are so many opportunities. But I'm really excited about moving it forward, 

and being able to think forward. I do hope that we will fund portions of it, fund the C.A.R.E.S. There's an 

unlimited number of projects and there's an unlimited number of people who could be employed. But I 

wanted us to have a chance to see the larger spending plan framework before saying it should be X 

dollars and I wanted to get the program structure a little bit more nailed down in the interim. There is 

another piece of this resolution that I just want to highlight as well. Originally we had wanted to talk 

about how in covid we needed to pay attention to some of the environmental impacts. We have 

switched it, and the focus is really squarely on our  

 

[4:58:25 PM] 

 

telecommuting policies and providing direction to the city manager to look towards updating our 

telecommuting policies and our goals for our telecommuting, in light of what we've learned from having 



to do the working from home, and I think we've learned a lot. And we need to be capturing that and 

maybe reassessing what our goals need to be moving forward. So I hope that we will have that. That 

also came up in mobility committee and was already in there. There are other ways that this program 

can be used. I just want to add, in terms of other activities, this work that's going on by some of these 

organizations, that refurbish computers and do some of the green infrastructure, those are not off the 

table, we just picked out some of the projects that seemed to make the most sense, given what we 

learned through the journey.  

 

[4:59:26 PM] 

 

I think when we look to employment in an era with 25% unemployment, these kinds of jobs with 

training and skills are going to be very attractive. They also are jobs that have open and have the option 

for some community and to see that you have value, and what we look back in history, you know, 

getting out of the  

-- getting out of the recession took a long time and the programs took into consideration not just the 

immediate needs, but also kind of the mental need for hope and inspiration and to be active and doing 

work that you cared about. So thank you, everyone, for your support.  

>> Mayor Adler: All right. Let take a vote.  

>> And sorry, just so the record is clear, councilmember alter, did you want to say that we're working on 

a version that is not quite finished?  

 

[5:00:30 PM] 

 

>> Alter: There are a few tiny grammatical tinges that were changed that will be in the version like an 

apostrophe and a comma here or there is my understanding of what's in the other version. And I'm 

moving the version that was distributed this morning.  

>> Mayor Adler: Staff can make those changes. Those in favor of this item raise your hand. Those 

opposed? It passes unanimously on the dais. Those are all the items except for executive session. We 

have two items on executive session, pursuant to 551071 of the government code we'll take up legal 

matters related to items 54, which is the jail to jobs program. And then item 65, which is the officer-

involved shooting on April 24th.  

 

[5:01:31 PM] 

 



Without objection, here at 5:01, we're going to go into executive session. I anticipate that after 

executive session only I will come back out to close the meeting. With that we are in recess --  

>> Tovo: Mayor, mayor? Could we just like have a five-minute break?  

>> Mayor Adler: I will say yes to that. So in five minutes at just eight after 5:00 let's all make sure we're 

back in executive session. Thank you.  

 

[7:05:15 PM] 

 

Mayor: We are out of closed session. In closed session we discussed legal matters related to items 54 & 

65. 

It is 7:04 p.m. with that we are adjourned. Thank you. 


